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The Legacy of the Danish Resistance in World
War II
by Joy Ibsen
Introduction

When I first heard about this conference, I immediately thought of
this topic, because I believe the Danish Resistance in World War II
provides a legacy of critical importance. It is one which can be of
help in guiding our way through today's murky social and political
problems as we grapple with terrorist threats and moral issues
confronting us in this new millennium. It is a story of special
significance to all Danes and Danish-Americans.
I have relied on several sources in developing this paper, and am
especially indebted to an unpublished paper and interview with
Immanuel Rodholm, my mother's cousin, who was born in
Danevang, Texas, and who moved to Denmark as a young boy.
Immanuel, or lb as he is called, has enjoyed a distinguished career.
After serving in the Danish Navy during the Second World War,
including time as a prisoner of war, he eventually became a Rear
Admiral, then Deputy Chief of Danish Defense, and finally Deputy
Assistant Chief of Staff for Supreme Commander, Allied Forces,
Europe. I also have been inspired by
Harold Flender' s classic book, Rescue
in Denmark.
How did I become interested in
this subject? I grew up in a DanishAmerican household. My father was
in the King's Royal Guard, guarding
Amalienborg Castle; he was a
minister
in
the
AELC,
the
Grundtvigian-influenced
Lutheran
Church, and we always lived in
small-town Danish communities.
Working in a grocery store or cafe
when I was a teenager necessitated a
Immanuel "lb" Rodholm
limited Danish vocabulary. I had
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relatives in Denmark on both sides of my family who were involved
in the resistance movement.
In this country, my bedstemor
(grandmother) on my mother's side, Marie Rodholm Juhl, received a
medal from the king of Denmark for her organization of volunteer
efforts on behalf of the Danish people. Nevertheless, I grew up with
little consciousness of the real significance of the Danish resistance,
especially the rescue of the Jews. While there were acts of courage in
resistance movements from every occupied country, only in
Denmark did the people as a whole take such an active role,
enabling over 98% of the Danish Jews to still be alive after the war. 1
Danish people don't speak much about it. When the American
television network, CBS, made a documentary in 1961 of the Danish
rescue of the Jews they found it to be a very difficult task. Many
Danes were rather uncooperative, seeing little point in the story
being told widely. It was simply the human thing to do. Some
people who were involved in the rescue worried that talking about it
would cheapen what they had done. 2 While commercialization and
exploitation are deplorable, the story needs to be told in order for the
legacy to continue.
It was only as an adult at age 40 when I went to work at Mount
Sinai Hospital in Chicago as its Director of Development that I began
more fully to realize what this was all about. At Mount Sinai, Jewish
board members and staff said things like "We trust you because
you're a Dane," or "Ah, we know you're o.k. You're a Dane." At
first I didn't even know what they were talking about, and then a
remarkable exhibit, "The Danish Rescue of the Jews," came to
Spertus College in downtown Chicago and I read for the first time
Harold Flender' s book, Rescue in Denmark.
Flender' s book was inspired by the Eichmann trial. Day after day
tales of shocking horror were recited, and to make matters even
more deplorable, it was all too apparent that people in the occupied
countries often greeted the Nazi's inhumane acts with apathy,
toleration or even approval. Then one day, during the trial, mention
was made of Denmark and how this small country virtually saved
its entire Jewish population (nearly 8,000 people) during World War
II.
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What Happened
On April 9, 1940, when Germany took over Denmark, there were
no fortifications to defend the Danish-German border. The Danish
naval vessels did not open fire on German troop ships. Only the
Royal Guard fired upon German soldiers at Amalienborg Castle;
thirteen Danish soldiers were killed and twenty-three wounded.
Almost immediately, King Christian X conceded to German
demands. General Kurt Himer, Chief of Staff to the commanding
general in Denmark, General Kaupisch recorded this meeting: "The
seventy year old King appeared inwardly shattered although he
preserved outward appearances perfectly and maintained absolute
dignity. His whole body trembled. He declared that he and his
government would do everything possible to keep peace and order
in the country and to eliminate any friction between the German
troops and the country. He wished to spare his country further
misfortune and misery." 3
The King of Norway, Christian's brother Haakon, responded
quite differently, vowing to abdicate if the Norwegian government
accepted the German demands. Norway resisted and held out for
three months, inflicting severe damage on the Germans and
suffering great losses.
Today, some Danes today are very critical of the Danish
government's immediate capitulation to the Germans. However,
unlike Norway with its mountains and woods which offer an arena
for guerilla warfare, flat and open Denmark offers no natural
defense. It was useless to resist and would only have resulted in
tremendous hardship and the loss of many lives. The Germans
would have rounded up the Jewish population at once and shipped
them to concentration camps. In my opinion, the Danish king's
capitulation was the necessary thing to do.
On April 9, 1940, the first day of the occupation, a small pamphlet
written by student Ame Sejr, was distributed containing the socalled "Ten Commandments for the Danish population" .4 It became
the "Bible" of the resistance, and I am going to use it as an
organizational structure for the first part of my presentation as we
examine what subsequently transpired.
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The Ten Commandments of the Danish Resistance
1. You should not work in Germany.
2. If working for the Germans you should perform poorly.
3. You should work slowly for the Germans.
4. You should destroy important machinery and tools.
5. You should destroy everything which could be useful to the
Germans.
6. You should delay all German transports.
7. You should boycott all German and Italian films and
magazines.
8. You should not deal in shops owned by Nazis.
9. You should deal with traitors as they deserve to be treated
10. You should protect any person who is being pursued by the
Germans.
As one can see most of the tenets are non-violent.
Commandments 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8 are all economic measures of passive
resistance. Commandments 4, 5 and 6 advocate or imply destruction
of property. Number 9, although open to interpretation, implies
killing of informers, and Number 10, also open to interpretatio_n, can
result in risking one's life, as can several of the other
commandments.
The Danish resistance was strengthened after the German attack
on the Soviet Union, June 1941, and became much stronger after
several major events: First, the attempt on the part of the Germans
to destroy the entire Jewish population in October 1, 1943, when
membership of the Danish resistance increased overnight from a
relative few to over 35,000 people by all estimates. Following
August 29, 1943 when the Danish government resigned and
Germans declared martial law, many Danish soldiers and sailors
went underground joining the resistance movement. The general
strike, which began June 26, 1944, was an encouraging victory,
flaming the resistance movement. The arrest of the Danish police
force, also in 1944, sent many police underground greatly
strengthening the resistance. And surely, the delivery of weapons
from the Allied forces, which increased drastically beginning in
August 1944, was a very major factor.
Resistance Groups included Holger Danske, Frit Danmark, Dansk
Samling, and The Student's Intelligence Service. These resistance
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groups often had a specialty such as sabotaging factories, damaging
railroads and railroad equipment or investigating and eliminating
Danish informers to the Gestapo. Other groups provided money,
weapons and safe houses to hide resisters, helped obtain guns, hand
grenades, and other explosives ammunition, a very high priority.
They also obtained guns in "drops" and other weapons from Allied
planes. Underground groups, which participated in the Jewish
evacuation, included the Elsinore Sewing club, Mogen's Staffeldt's
bookshop, The Rockefeller Institute, The Lyngby Group and The
Danish Swedish Refugee Service.

Commandments 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8: Economic Measures of Passive
Resistance
During the first years of the war, as Danes tried to make the best
of a situation, many were able to exercise some resistance through
economic measures. Some people were simply passive, quietly
enduring the situation. For others, economic resistance gave them
some method of retaliation, especially since many had no guns or
other weapons and if they did, would not have known how to use
them.
Life went along fairly well, until 1943, when things changed
dramatically. The Danes were engaged in more violent protests; a
strong feeling of hate began to build up in most people. Also, food
shortages were beginning to be experienced, and the Allies had
begun to win the war. Suppression became far less tolerable. In
August of 1943 Dr. Werner Best, who represented German authority
in Denmark, was ordered to Berlin to report to the Fuehrer himself.
Hitler told him that the Danish Jews walking around free was
"loathsome." He would no longer listen to German intelligence,
which had advised him repeatedly to leave the Jews in Denmark
alone. 5
Three years of cooperation were over. The Germans cracked
down on the Danes immediately, attacking the Danish army and
navy, prohibiting public gatherings exceeding five persons,
prohibiting strikes, establishing a curfew, seizing all firearms, and
enforcing strict censorship of the press, prohibiting use of mail,
telegraph or telephone and establishing special tribunals to enforce
"law and order." Hundreds of prominent Danes were taken hostage.
30

Sabotage or anything similar was immediately punished by death.
All of Denmark was under martial law. The Danish government
disbanded to King Christian X's congratulations and the King
declared himself a prisoner of war. The Danish Navy scuttled 27
ships. Immanuel (lb) Rodholm was on the armored ship Niels Juel,
which was scuttled by its own crew after being bombed by German
airplanes, and he became a prisoner of war.
All this had the effect of improving efforts of the resistance
movement6 as petty officers, naval personnel, and government
officials joined the movement. Instructors skilled in the use of
weapons and explosives became available was sent to Sweden
following his release as a POW (due to lack of forces to guard the
prisoners) and assisted in forming "The Danish Brigade." Naval
officers, including lb, were used to ferry Jews to Sweden.
In December 1943 Hitler ordered German police to execute
saboteurs immediately when they were caught. His clearing order
was that every time an informer or German soldier was killed in
Denmark five outstanding Danish citizens should be shot in
retaliation. However, German authorities in Denmark agreed
between themselves they would only kill one Dane as "clearing,"
and they would not kill the king, members of the royal family, civil
servants, or union leaders.7 Apparently they had been "infected" by
Danish morality, as were, reportedly, some of the German troops.
The General Strike
In June 26 to July 3, 1944 there was a spontaneous general strike
throughout Denmark in response to reign of terror which began in
January 1944, when Germans murdered Danish patriots including
Kaj Munk, well-known Danish poet and playwright, and the
"clearing murders" of prominent Danes and "counter sabotage" in
theatres, homes and amusement parks including Tivoli. The
Schalburg Corps, (Danish Nazis who had volunteered to fight with
the Germans against the Russians) would open fire at random on
crowds and pedestrians killing scores of innocent Danes.8 Huge
bonfires were started to violate the blackout. As many as 5000
bonfires burned nightly. Over 100 Danes were killed and an
estimated thousand wounded. Germans executed eight more
Danish patriots. The strike grew, and Germany announced the
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intention to starve Copenhagen, cutting off gas, water, and
electricity and blocking food supplies. As a result, the strike spread
throughout the country. 9
The Freedom Council, a group of underground leaders, while
they had not instigated the strike, then took control with four
demands: (1) the Schalburg Corps had to be expelled from the
country (2) Curfew and martial law must be abolished. (3) Traffic to
and from Copenhagen would be re-opened and (4) No reprisals for
the strike. On July 3 the Germans issued a proclamation agreeing to
the Council's demands if the strike were halted. The Times of London
said of the general strike:
"The history of the European
underground movement, so rich in examples of the triumph of an
organized popular action against apparently invincible power,
contains no instance of so complete and impressive a victory as that
which the Danes have now won."
Sabotage: Commandments 4, 5 and 6
The following table is taken from statistics supplied by Immanuel
Rodholm with the total numbers from Harold Flender.
Time Period
All of 1940
All of 1941
First 6 months of 42

Acts of Sabota e
19
21
14

29
18
84

st 1943
Total Acts of Sabotage against factories,
installations, orts
Total Acts of Sabotage against railroad
installations
Table I - Sabotage
Commandment 6: You should delay all Gennan Transports
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198
2,548
2,156

The allies praised the Danish railway sabotage. A communique
from the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force
mentions that not one single train arrived in Germany from
Denmark without delays. During the Battle of the Bulge the
Germans retreating from Finland via Norway to defend their
homeland had to pass through Jutland. 10 Troops reached their
destination a week too late as a result of the Danish sabotage of the
rail system. 11 One division was delayed four days, another 16 days.
Finally the Germans had to practically give up and march their
soldiers through Jutland.
The larger number of acts of sabotage was made possible by the
increasing amount of help provided by the Allies. 12

Containers of
Su lies

Tons of
Wea ons
72

500
October-December 1944
1,353
2043
2349
Table II - Weapons received from Allies

8
50
140
213
251

Commandment 9 - You should deal with traitors, as they deserve to
be treated.
Informers were rare, but there were enough to make life
hazardous and uncertain. Saboteurs acted against Danes who
cooperated with Germans in business or as informers. We know few
details about this commandment, but we do know that the resistance
movement liquated informers as a matter of self defense. According
to one report 170 executions of Danish collaborators and informers
were carried out. However, Immanuel Rodholm' s statistics shows
139 were liquidated in 1944 and 185 in 1945.

Commandment 10 - You should protect any person who is being
pursued by the Gennans.
German intelligence early on had researched anti-Jewish
sentiment. A recent documentary on Public Television of the
planning meeting where the decision was made to eliminate the
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Jews indicated the Scandinavians might not cooperate in the
slaughter. Month after month, German intelligence advised Hitler to
forget about the Danish Jews. It was even reported that some
German soldiers had become "infected" by the atmosphere of racial
and religious tolerance in Denmark, and might not be willing to
cooperate in anti-Semitic measures."
On the Morning of Friday, September 30, the day before Rosh
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, Rabbi Marcus Melchior told 150
members of the had received word that on the following day,
Germans would raid Jewish homes throughout Copenhagen and
ship them to concentration camps. The Germans knew the families
would be home for the holiday. The rabbi told everyone to leave the
synagogue immediately and contact everyone they knew. They must
all be in hiding by nightfall.
What happened next was a spontaneous response from Danish
people to save their Jewish neighbors. Of the nearly 8000 Jews living
in Denmark, only 202 did not go into hiding due to old age, illness or
other reasons and were captured.
Two vessels outfitted to hold thousands of prisoners left the
Copenhagen harbor with only the 202 Danish Jews on board; one
vessel was entirely empty. Dr. Werner Best, who represented
German authority in Denmark, had already sent an overconfident
telegram to Hitler "It was my duty to clean Denmark from her Jews
and this is achieved. Denmark is Judenrein" 13 -"clean of Jews and
completely purged." Fortunately, he was premature.
Three weeks later, at the conclusion of the round up, an
additional 252 Jews had been captured and deported by train. The
Danish Jews were shipped to Theresienstadt. Originally a small
town in Czechoslovakia it had been transformed into a prison for
60,000 prisoners who lived in horribly overcrowded conditions
The task the Danes had taken on was to hide the Jews and
transport them to Sweden. It was an enormous feat to hide that
many people. Nevertheless, it was very successful. Between October
1943 and May 5, 1945, the Danish-Swedish Refugee Service (one of
the main resistance groups) transported 1888 individuals to Sweden
via boats. 14 It did not all take place overnight. It took an enormous
amount of concentrated effort over an extended period of time. Let's
look at the following table.
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Month
October-1943
November
December
January, 1944
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January, 1945
February
March
April
May

Number
transported
41
152
320
107
87
123
143
90
106
88
60
35
86
23
33
22
33
121
139
79

Table III - Danish-Swedish
Refugee Service Rescue

No tice that in October the first
month, there were only 41 people
taken to Sweden. The largest number
The
was in December (320).
follo wing April 1944 there were 143
and a year later there were still 139.
The statistics of those rescued include
a total of 23 Americans and 726
children, many of whom were
drugged. Because the Germans
beca me more vigilant it was
necessary to find increasingly
devious or imaginative ways to cross
overto Sweden by boat.
The average boat crossing cost
$60, a fee established by The
Fisherman' s Association. 15 A few
fisher men in the first week of October
dem anded and received exorbitant
rates, but for every one who
overcharged there were dozens who
paid relatively little or nothing.
There is not a single case on record of
a re fugee failing to reach Sweden
because he lacked the fare; many had
nom oney to pay anything at all.

Leadership in Danish Institutions: The Church, Medical community
and the Police.
The Lutheran Church was very active in helping the Jews. The
Lutheran Pastor Kildeby, minister at the Church of Orslev, hid Rabbi
Melchior and his wife and family of five children. Another Lutheran
pastor hid all of the Copenhagen Synagogue's holy objects in the
cellar of the church.
Following is an excerpt from the letter sent by the Danish
Lutheran bishops to German occupa tion officials on October 3, 1943
and read in every Lutheran Church:
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Persecution conflicts with the judicial conscience existing in
the Danish people, inherited through centuries of Danish
culture ... We respect the right to religious freedom and to the
performance of divine worship according to the dictates of
conscience. Race or religion should never in themselves
cause people to be deprived of their rights, freedom or
property.
The leaders of the Danish Church clearly
comprehend the duties of law-abiding citizens, but recognize
that at the same time that they are conscientiously bound to
maintain the right and to protest every violation of justice. It
is evident that in this case we are obeying God rather than
man.16
The medical establishment and the hospitals played a very major
role in the rescue of the Jews, with great personal risk and sacrifice.
Members of the Bispebjerg Hospital staff were relentless in their
efforts to rescue the Danish Jews. Over 2000 Jews passed through
the hospital on their way to freedom. The entire medical profession,
physicians and nurses, stood together on behalf or their countrymen.

The Danish Police
On September 19, 1944 the Nazis attempted to round up the
entire police force.17 Fearing the well-armed Danish police were
unreliable and a danger if there should be an allied invasion through
Denmark, the Nazis set off a false air raid alarm, sending police
offers to their stations. There the Gestapo, assisted by the German
military arrested all of them, and sent them off to a German
concentration camp. Of the 9,821 police only 1,984 were arrested in
spite of the false alarm. The rest immediately went underground,
greatly strengthening the resistance movement, because they not
only had weapons but could also teach others. Kurt Dyby was one of
the lucky ones who went underground and was among those who
taught young volunteers to use firearms.
Several hundreds of police were killed and cremated in prison.
More non-Jewish Danes than Danish Jews, died in concentration
camps. Their ashes were returned to Denmark in common urns. Eli
Wiesel writes of the courage, dignity and humanity of the Danish
police in Buchenwald. "They renewed our will to live ... they were
the salt of the earth."
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Niels Bohr.
I want to especially mention one individual: Nobel-Prizewinning
physicist Niels Bohr18 was a key factor in Sweden's agreement to
offer refuge to the Danish Jews. The Allies needed Niels Bohr in the
United States to work on the atom bomb. Bohr was smuggled to
Sweden in a small boat on September 30. 1943. However, he refused
to leave for London and the United States until he could meet with
the Swedish foreign minister. He would not leave Sweden until
refuge to all Danish Jews was promised. Bohr demanded an
audience with the Swedish King Gustav himself, who then agreed to
accept the Jews. Still not satisfied, Bohr wanted more than verbal
assurance. He demanded that this assurance be announced in
Sweden's newspapers, and broadcast over the radio to Denmark,
and waited several days. It was only after the broadcast that Bohr
left for London in an unarmed R.A. F. "Mosquito." He arrived in
London unconscious, due to a faulty oxygen mask, but was not
seriously hurt.
Unfortunately many Norwegian Jews who had no such offer
were killed by the Germans.
The Concentration Camps and the Body Count
Of the 472 Danish prisoners at the Theresienstadt Concentration
Camp only 53 died there, mainly old people who succumbed en
route or during the first weeks due to malnutrition. 19 The Danes
remained in relatively good health because the Danish government
and people were relentless in their concerns for their Jewish citizens.
The Danish King and members of government sent a steady barrage
of inquires to determine the status of the Danish prisoners and
regularly delivered food parcels. Appealing to German bureaucratic
efficiency they demanded and received receipts for all Danish
parcels, which they addressed as "Dear Uncle" or "Dear Aunt" to
meet the German requirement that only relatives could send parcels.
Of the 17,020 Danish refugees in Sweden, 9,114 were non-Jewish;
most were saboteurs and resistance leaders. 20
3, 213 Danes were killed resisting Germans. After the war the
bodies of 199 Danish patriots murdered by the Germans were found
in a common grave in Copenhagen. 21
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The Legacy
When I spoke with people about this in Denmark last year, I
detected an odd combination of honor, some guilt, pride and
humility, or perhaps just a reluctance to talk about such a complex,
profound subject.
"We should have done more." is a common response, referring to
the immediate surrender to the Germans. There seems to be various
degrees of regret and in some cases even shame that Denmark
capitulated so rapidly to the German occupation. Even in our
Danish Immigrant Museum, while we did have a special exhibit on
the Rescue of the Jews, the artifact we have most prominently on
display comes from a Jewish family, one of the very few, who was
turned in by her Danish neighbor.
Perhaps the response of "We should have done more." is the
response we should expect when confronted by the enormous moral
responsibility of the situation. If you recall the end of the movie
Schindler's List, when Schindler is overwhelmed with thanks from
those he has rescued and he realizes the full impact of what he has
done, his response is almost panicked "I could have saved more
lives. I should have done more!"
We must not dishonor true heroism by inflating it, but this is not
what has happened. "It is only what is to be expected." "What else
could I have done?" are typical responses of the Danes. Ironically,
these are also the words spoken by much of Europe when asked,
"How could you have stood by and let this happen?"
Why were the Danes Successful in the Rescue of the Jews?
We can begin with luck. The German head of shipping
operations in Copenhagen, Duckwitz warned the Danes of the
impending Nazi raid. Other factors include the geographic factor of
neutral Sweden, and pent up anger. Rescuing the Jews was a way of
finally retaliating against the Germans. Other factors include a
sublimated love of adventure; leadership from many of the
churches, the police, the medical establishment. Also, of key
importance were the large number of intermarriages between Jews
and Christians, and perhaps most important, the Danish tradition of
democracy and abhorrence of racism.
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lb Rodhom believes that the Danish resistance started a
development, which ended with a complete change of attitude
among the Danish population. In 1864 Denmark, at war with
Prussia and Austria, lost 2/5 of the territory and 1/3 of its population.
After that defeat, Denmark was a small country, one that avoided
confrontations.
The resistance movement proved that Denmark could do
something in spite of its small size, and that attitude still prevails
today.
Denmark had army rangers and navy frogmen in
Afghanistan, and according to lb Rodholm there are Danes there
today clearing mines and doing other jobs.
NATO was not very popular in Denmark in the beginning, until
after the Berlin wall and the Soviet Union collapsed, and finally
when Iraq invaded Kuwait, Denmark assisted in NATO operations.
Denmark has finally gotten out of the 1864 syndrome.
I like to think that modern Danes and Danish Americans are
typically confident, believe in worth and dignity and have a sense of
responsibility toward fellow human beings. However, there is truth
in the old adage that "No good deed goes unpunished." In some
corporate cultures I get the sense that the unusual combination of
cooperative spirit and personal independence typical of Danish
culture is respected but considered a possible risk.
Danes are a minority. It is for society as a whole that the spirit of
the Danish Resistance is an important part of a history. This is more
than sentiment, a more important legacy than aebleskiver or a
Danish Christmas. The Danish Resistance and especially the rescue
of the Jews represent a glimmer of hope; people care about others,
and will not tolerate inhumane acts towards their fellow human
beings. The rescue of the Jews was not the action of one or two
brave people, but a response of Danish citizens as a whole, a moral
imperative: "This we will not do." And that is why it is so important,
and why we must do a better job of telling this story.

What can we teach our children and grandchildren from this
legacy?
Individuals matter. We are not powerless. I/you make a
difference. We have here similarities to the story of H.C. Andersen's
"Little Claus and Big Claus."
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• Think for yourself.
• Do not accept or believe everything you are told. You are not
alone. You need other people to work along side, but choose
carefully.
• Be responsible, disciplined, agile, clever, prepared to sacrifice for
a larger good.
• Your neighbor's plight is your own. If another's freedom is
compromised, so is your own.
• Might does not mean right.
• Integrity is more important than expediency.
What is the Legacy of the Danish Resistance in a Terrorist World?
There are several similarities between Nazi Germany and
Middle-Eastern terrorists.
1. In each case there is only one acceptable ideology. The Nazis
believed themselves to be superior, and so do Middle Eastern
Terrorists. Both ideologies are based on hatred. The Nazis hated the
Jews; the terrorists hate western capitalists and Jews. In each case it
is a matter of hatred based on intolerance. Jews or western
capitalists are evil vermin that must be eradicated. Sadly, there is
extreme anti-Jewish sentiment in both ideologies, and the antiJewish rhetoric behind the September 11 attacks on the United States
is all too reminiscent of Nazism.
2. Leadership for both Nazis and Middle-Eastern Terrorists is
charismatic, fanatical and extremely powerful, attracting tens of
thousands of devoted followers, who follow unquestioningly.
3. The followers are people who have been or who feel
disenfranchised, dishonored. They are hungry for accomplishment
and recognition, and therefore open to blind obedience.
4. Both ideologies are excessively male-dominated. Women play a
role of extreme subjugation; their primary roles are to bear children
and serve the male.
5. The actions of both ideologies are morally outrageous to our
humanitarian values. There is no distinction between warrior and
civilian, because the war is against the so-called evils of simply being
either Jewish or Western capitalist. Murdering civilians is therefore
acceptable and even desirable.
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About a year ago there was a case in Denmark where an
extremist Muslim had murdered a Danish prostitute. When
questioned how he defined a prostitute, the man said that he
considered all Danish women to be prostitutes. This outraged the
Danes, understandably, and it is difficult for us to comprehend, but
it is another indication of this extreme ideology. All are guilty not
by reason of what they do, but by nature of who we are.
We westerners are to the Middle-Eastern terrorist as the Jews
were to the Nazis, and we must be aware of the huge dimension of
that evil.
There are of course some major difference between Denmark's
occupation by Nazi Germany and the current terrorist struggle.
l. We have a global rather than a geographic "war zone."
The war is all over the world; it is not contained. We have literally
thousands of frontlines and do not know where to anticipate the
next attack.
2. We live in a smaller world. There are vast changes in technology,
communication and transportation. The rescue of the Danish Jews
could not take place today because of the expanded use of radar.
3. Economically we are interdependent on the world with which we
are fighting; the stakes are higher and perhaps the temptation to
betray is even greater.
What does the Legacy mean in the New Millennium?
Perhaps the most important legacy is the acknowledgement that
evil does exist in ways we once would never imagine. How ironic
that Nazism, which was supposedly designed to celebrate and
display human excellence, became the ultimate example of inhuman
cruelty. We could make a similar statement about extremist
Muslims in regard to the tenants of the Islamic faith.
For those of us who would characterize ourselves as somewhat
gullible, peace-loving Danes or Danish-Americans, it is very difficult
to confront that human beings can and will destroy innocent people.
We who grew up trusting in the goodness of all people find it
difficult to comprehend that some people believe they are the only
ones who have the truth and believe it necessary and righteous to
destroy those who disagree with them. Believing in the power of
love, we are uninstructed in the destruction of hate. However, we
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should have learned by now we cannot trust those who mean us
harm.
We therefore have the legacy of preparedness. We cannot afford
to be gullible. We cannot afford to allow people who do not care for
our values to take advantage of us.
Redemptive Violence
There is a myth, especially in American culture, that we can
redeem ourselves and others through violent means. American
movies are rife with redemptive violence-(from John Wayne to
Clint Eastwood to Arnold Schwartzneger. The violent hero kills the
cunning evildoer and all is redeemed. American technology has
continued to escalate the myth; movies and television productions
have become increasingly more violent. It is however tremendously
appealing to young people, especially those who lack confidence
and who are searching for answers. The suicide mission of 9-11 is
surely a classic example of redemptive violence. But we entertain
the same myth in our culture, on an individual, macho basis rather
than as an ultimate religious sacrifice.
We cannot afford to be pacifists, but believing in redemptive
violence is perhaps even more na'ive. I see The Danish Resistance as
a model for the via media between redemptive violence and pacifism.
The ten commandments of the Danish Resistance are basically nonviolent in nature. However, there were many courageous acts of
violence, not the least of which was the killing of Danish informers.
The most successful aspects of the Danish Resistance were the
national strike and the rescue of the Jews, and while there were
clearly violent aspects to both events, the basic tenants are more
pacific than violent. It is a kind of median way that can be applied
to the War on Terrorism in several ways including economic
sanctions as the first line of defense. We need to be cleverer, less
violent and morally stalwart.
The Danes knew their enemy. They understood the Germans.
We need to better understand the Islamic terrorist. Because the
Danes understood the German personality, they were able to
capitalize on their traits of bureaucracy (requesting receipts).
Similarly, we need to be inside the heads and hearts of the Middle42

Eastern terrorists. We need to not only read the Koran, but
understand the cultural quirks of our enemy.
Ours is the legacy of the power of humor, selflessness, cleverness,
commitment, ability, agility, kindness
As you know, when the Danish Jews came home they often
found their homes intact, kept up by their neighbors, the clock
ticking, the cat still fed. I think this at least partly represents the
Danish sense of fun as much as basic good deeds. (Wouldn't it be
fun to see the look on their faces when they come back and
everything is still there?)
This sense of humor is most important. Creating enjoyment out of
a difficult circumstance has the effect of changing the energy and is a
very powerful agent. I suspect it is similar to what is used in some
Eastern martial arts.
Finally, we are our neighbors' keepers in communities, business,
and politics. This is the moral factor of the Danish Resistance and
especially in the rescue of the Jews. Many Danes risked or lost
family, home, career, and even life to preserve freedom. It is our
task to learn from their example, and continue in their exemplary
tradition.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Le ac of the Danish Resistance in the New Millennium
Evil exists: we cannot ignore it; we must be involved
Be Prepared. Do not trust those who mean harm. Do not allow
them to take advantage.
Know our enemy inside and out.
Might does not mean right-or make right. The myth of
Redemptive Violence is false.
Integrity is more important than expediency
We are not alone; think for oneself; act in concert with others.
Humor, selflessness, cleverness, commitment, ability, agility, and
kindness have great power
We are our neighbor's keepers in communities, business, and
politics
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