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Sabotage or anything similar was immediately punished by death. 
All of Denmark was under martial law. The Danish government 
disbanded to King Christian X's congratulations and the King 
declared himself a prisoner of war. The Danish Navy scuttled 27 
ships. Immanuel (lb) Rodholm was on the armored ship Niels Juel, 
which was scuttled by its own crew after being bombed by German 
airplanes, and he became a prisoner of war. 

All this had the effect of improving efforts of the resistance 
movement6 as petty officers, naval personnel, and government 
officials joined the movement. Instructors skilled in the use of 
weapons and explosives became available was sent to Sweden 
following his release as a POW ( due to lack of forces to guard the 
prisoners) and assisted in forming "The Danish Brigade." Naval 
officers, including lb, were used to ferry Jews to Sweden. 

In December 1943 Hitler ordered German police to execute 
saboteurs immediately when they were caught. His clearing order 
was that every time an informer or German soldier was killed in 
Denmark five outstanding Danish citizens should be shot in 
retaliation. However, German authorities in Denmark agreed 
between themselves they would only kill one Dane as "clearing," 
and they would not kill the king, members of the royal family, civil 
servants, or union leaders.7 Apparently they had been "infected" by 
Danish morality, as were, reportedly, some of the German troops. 

The General Strike 
In June 26 to July 3, 1944 there was a spontaneous general strike 

throughout Denmark in response to reign of terror which began in 
January 1944, when Germans murdered Danish patriots including 
Kaj Munk, well-known Danish poet and playwright, and the 
"clearing murders" of prominent Danes and "counter sabotage" in 
theatres, homes and amusement parks including Tivoli . The 
Schalburg Corps, (Danish Nazis who had volunteered to fight with 
the Germans against the Russians) would open fire at random on 
crowds and pedestrians killing scores of innocent Danes.8 Huge 
bonfires were started to violate the blackout. As many as 5000 
bonfires burned nightly. Over 100 Danes were killed and an 
estimated thousand wounded. Germans executed eight more 
Danish patriots. The strike grew, and Germany announced the 
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intention to starve Copenhagen, cutting off gas, water, and 
electricity and blocking food supplies. As a result, the strike spread 
throughout the country.9 

The Freedom Council, a group of underground leaders, while 
they had not instigated the strike, then took control with four 
demands: (1) the Schalburg Corps had to be expelled from the 
country (2) Curfew and martial law must be abolished. (3) Traffic to 
and from Copenhagen would be re-opened and (4) No reprisals for 
the strike. On July 3 the Germans issued a proclamation agreeing to 
the Council's demands if the strike were halted. The Times of London 
said of the general strike: "The history of the European 
underground movement, so rich in examples of the triumph of an 
organized popular action against apparently invincible power, 
contains no instance of so complete and impressive a victory as that 
which the Danes have now won." 

Sabotage: Commandments 4, 5 and 6 
The following table is taken from statistics supplied by Immanuel 

Rodholm with the total numbers from Harold Flender. 

Time Period 
All of 1940 

All of 1941 

First 6 months of 42 

st 1943 

Total Acts of Sabotage against factories, 
installations, orts 
Total Acts of Sabotage against railroad 
installations 

Table I - Sabotage 

Acts of Sabota e 

19 

21 

14 

29 
18 
84 

198 
2,548 

2,156 

Commandment 6: You should delay all Gennan Transports 
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The allies praised the Danish railway sabotage. A communique 
from the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force 
mentions that not one single train arrived in Germany from 
Denmark without delays. During the Battle of the Bulge the 
Germans retreating from Finland via Norway to defend their 
homeland had to pass through Jutland.10 Troops reached their 
destination a week too late as a result of the Danish sabotage of the 
rail system.11 One division was delayed four days, another 16 days. 
Finally the Germans had to practically give up and march their 
soldiers through Jutland. 

The larger number of acts of sabotage was made possible by the 
increasing amount of help provided by the Allies. 12 

Containers of Tons of 
Su lies Wea ons 

72 8 
500 50 

October-December 1944 1,353 140 
2043 213 
2349 251 

Table II - Weapons received from Allies 

Commandment 9 - You should deal with traitors, as they deserve to 
be treated. 

Informers were rare, but there were enough to make life 
hazardous and uncertain. Saboteurs acted against Danes who 
cooperated with Germans in business or as informers. We know few 
details about this commandment, but we do know that the resistance 
movement liquated informers as a matter of self defense. According 
to one report 170 executions of Danish collaborators and informers 
were carried out. However, Immanuel Rodholm' s statistics shows 
139 were liquidated in 1944 and 185 in 1945. 

Commandment 10 - You should protect any person who is being 
pursued by the Gennans. 

German intelligence early on had researched anti-Jewish 
sentiment. A recent documentary on Public Television of the 
planning meeting where the decision was made to eliminate the 
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Jews indicated the Scandinavians might not cooperate in the 
slaughter. Month after month, German intelligence advised Hitler to 
forget about the Danish Jews. It was even reported that some 
German soldiers had become "infected" by the atmosphere of racial 
and religious tolerance in Denmark, and might not be willing to 
cooperate in anti-Semitic measures." 

On the Morning of Friday, September 30, the day before Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, Rabbi Marcus Melchior told 150 
members of the had received word that on the following day, 
Germans would raid Jewish homes throughout Copenhagen and 
ship them to concentration camps. The Germans knew the families 
would be home for the holiday. The rabbi told everyone to leave the 
synagogue immediately and contact everyone they knew. They must 
all be in hiding by nightfall. 

What happened next was a spontaneous response from Danish 
people to save their Jewish neighbors. Of the nearly 8000 Jews living 
in Denmark, only 202 did not go into hiding due to old age, illness or 
other reasons and were captured. 

Two vessels outfitted to hold thousands of prisoners left the 
Copenhagen harbor with only the 202 Danish Jews on board; one 
vessel was entirely empty. Dr. Werner Best, who represented 
German authority in Denmark, had already sent an overconfident 
telegram to Hitler "It was my duty to clean Denmark from her Jews 
and this is achieved. Denmark is Judenrein"13-"clean of Jews and 
completely purged." Fortunately, he was premature. 

Three weeks later, at the conclusion of the round up, an 
additional 252 Jews had been captured and deported by train. The 
Danish Jews were shipped to Theresienstadt. Originally a small 
town in Czechoslovakia it had been transformed into a prison for 
60,000 prisoners who lived in horribly overcrowded conditions 

The task the Danes had taken on was to hide the Jews and 
transport them to Sweden. It was an enormous feat to hide that 
many people. Nevertheless, it was very successful. Between October 
1943 and May 5, 1945, the Danish-Swedish Refugee Service (one of 
the main resistance groups) transported 1888 individuals to Sweden 
via boats. 14 It did not all take place overnight. It took an enormous 
amount of concentrated effort over an extended period of time. Let's 
look at the following table. 
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