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University of Arizona; Lars Hemrningsson, president of the Scandinavian JB Society, tells us of
Royal Court Singer Erik Saeden's and tenor Jesper Kemi's visit to the Jussi Bjorling Museum
(Many thanks to Gail Campain for translating Lars' excellent article!). We also have a marvelous
commentary by Ellen L. Lienhard on August Soderman's beautiful song "Kung Heimer Och
Aslog" and }B's interpretation of it; a charming article (courtesy of the British JB Appreciation
Society) by Jack Allott - "The Voice That Stopped A War"- a young boy's discovery of JB during
the war years 1943/ 44; a fascinating article by Kristian Krogholm; the 6th installment of En
Minnesbok as translated by our own Gail Campain. And there's still more: Don Pruitt's
recollection of Jussi's Concert At Constitution Hall, Washington, DC, on March 3, 1957; Jussi in
the News by Dan Shea, an excellent survey of JB websites by Bill Oayton, and Robert Tweed's
memoir of JB.
Enjoy!
Regards,

,n~~

************************************
Our Mini-conference in NYC: Postponed!
n our 4Q99 issue of this Journal, we proposed a one-day mini-conference on August 20, 2000.
There seemed to be considerable interest in this idea from some of our members and from
some our advisors as well: So we began preparations and announced in our lQOO issue that
the meeting was ON ("Save this date!"). As our preparations continued, however, we found
more good reasons to postpone than to go ahead with our original date. Here are some of the
key ideas involved:

I

Recall that a key element of our previous conference, June '99 in Washington, D.C., was cosponsorship by the Embassy of Sweden. That official recognition allowed us access to an
interesting Jenny Lind Concert on the evening before our conference began, as well as two rather
exuberant receptions organized by the Embassy and its related educational organization known
as SVEA. And there was further recognition and financial support of our conference from those
two organizations that made our planning easy and enjoyable.
Now, what we'd planned for August 20 was interesting in principle to at least four important
Scandinavian organizations. But the timing we chose, wonderful as it was as a Bjorling
anniversary, was not so convenient for these organizations. For instance, the excellent
American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF) is just now completing construction of its new
"Scandinavia House" space in Manhattan with an opening for this ambitious project planned for
mid-October. This new venue could be very helpful for our needs, but only if we postponed
our conference date. We have proposed cooperation to ASF and have been encouraged by their
warm response.
We are fortunate to have many very helpful and well-connected members and advisors in the
New York area, and we plan to continue our discussions with them. We mention with thanks
just some of those who have provided essential information: Barbro Ehnbom, Martin Riskin,
Don Goldberg, Robert Tuggle, George Jellinek, and Carol Pozefsky. And we also wish to thank
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Berti! Bengtsson, Karl and Toby Hek.ler, Enrique Gilardoni, Harald Henrysson and Andrew
Farkas for their suggestions.
The date itself, Au~st 20u., has problems too. Of course it's a remarkable anniversary:
simultaneously the 70th anniversary of Jussi's first appearance in a major role (in Don Giovanni)
and the 40tt. anniversary of his very last concert. But many of those wishing to attend were not
happy with other aspects of the date: that's just--the time so many want to be away from the
city. Our ideas for involving students, or representatives of the Consulate of Sweden, or of
helping sponsor a related concert of Scandinavian song, all were inconsistent with the realities
of August. We found it hard to maintain our enthusiasm for our original plan in the face of all
this. But our planning did lead to some wonderful prospects for excellent events at our
conference when it does take place. We will continue our efforts, and let you know just as soon
as the key elements jell. Thanks again for your patience, and our apologies to those of you who
are disappointed at this change of plan.
Sincerely,
Bill Gayton, Mickey and Bill Dove, Tom Hines, Dan Shea
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

An Update: JBS' Excursion to Sweden in June 2000

F

ifteen Jussi Bjorling fans will go to Sweden in June, under the auspices of our JBS-USA.
We will all spend some time in Stockholm, and especially we will all visit the Bjorling
Museum in Borlange to show our support of that essential institution. And a highlight of
the trip will be a joint meeting of our group with the Scandinavian J.B. Sallskapet (Society) on
June 18u. at the summer home of Kickie and Lennart Ekman on the island Toro in the
Stockholm archipelago.
Here is a list of our travelers: Mickey and Bill Dove (Broad Brook, CT), Hermencia Proffit and
Bea Bobotek (Alexandria, VA), Young So (Foster City, CA), Matt Mancini and Nancy Williams
(Springfield, MO), Dan Shea (Madison, WI), Allene Cash and Tom Bonner (Boulder, CO), Mati
Zeiti (Israel); from Santiago, Chile, will come Enrique Gilardoni and his wife, and from Kent,
England will come Gerry and Ruth Broadly.
The Broadlys will represent the British JB Appreciation Society at the June 18u. meeting, and
thus that event can be regarded as the first-ever joint meeting of all three Bjorling Societies. Part
of our day will involve a trip to a local seafood restaurant, and you can be sure there will be
some serious "skAling" of the occasion, as we plan for more future events together. We may also
be able to meet with movie director and actor Gunnar Hellstrom, whose home is located on the
site of Jussi's 1937 movie "Fram for FramgAng."
Besides this shared day (for 12 of us), most of our group will also go to Skansen on the 17" to
hear an opera-concert by Royal Opera singers celebrating the official end of their opera season.
And on the 16u. most of us will attend a performance of Carmen at the Royal Opera house.
Some of us will also visit the Operan on June 15th for Janacek's opera The Cunning Vixen, and a
few of us will even have tickets for a concert of Verdi arias and duets sung by Monserrat
Caballe and Dennis O'Neill on the 13tt. . Most of us will be staying at the Wellington Hotel close
to the Operan.
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