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The title page of the Book of Mormon was most
likely written by Moroni, but in recent years schol-
ars have suggested that Mormon, Moroni’s father,
may have written the first six lines of the title page,
with Moroni writing the rest. However, a more in-
depth analysis of the text on that page and the spe-
cific language that is used provides evidence support-
ing the notion that the title page was, in fact, written
solely by Moroni.
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RADITIONALLY,
Moroni, son of
Mormon, has been

the recognized author of
the title page of the Book
of Mormon. Before the late
1980s most Latter-day
Saint church leaders and
scholars who wrote on the
issue attributed the title
page to Moroni.' Official
church publications have
supported that view, stat-
ing, for example, “It is be-
lieved that the title page
was written by Moroni.”* In
recent years there has been
renewed discussion among

Bl 1) F

Moroni’s name was proba-

TIi bly added to avoid confu-

sion about the actual auth-
orship of this page, for
some had thought that
Joseph Smith originated it.
The addition of Moroni’s
name to the title page was
not unique to the 1840 edi-
tion; it also appeared in a
facsimile of the title page
in Times and Seasons in
1841, the second printing
of the 1852 edition of the
Book of Mormon, the 1858
i Jas. O. Wright edition, and
Mesui the 1874 and 1892 RLDS

L L

some LDS scholars about
the authorship of the title
page. The suggestion has
been made that Mormon is the author of the first six
lines and that Moroni is the author of the remain-
der. The most complete explanation of this proposal
was published in 1988.> Others have since agreed with
the idea.* However, a careful look at the text of the
title page, its historical context within the Book of
Mormon, and the arguments marshaled to support
Mormon’s involvement will demonstrate the likeli-
hood that Moroni is the sole author of the title page.
It seems clear that Joseph Smith understood
Moroni to be the author of the title page. We know
from Joseph’s words that the title page “is a literal
translation, taken from the very last leaf, on the left
hand side of the collection or book of plates.” Since
Moroni was the last person to handle the plates
before he buried them (see Moroni 10:2), he likely
engraved “the very last leaf” In the 1840 edition of
the Book of Mormon, which Joseph Smith helped
prepare, Moroni’s name as author was added at the
end of the title page (see photo above). We can safely
assume that this change was done under Joseph’s di-
rection, because he indicated that he was still making
corrections to the scripture as late as January 1842.°
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Title page of the 1840 Book of Mormon.
Photograph by Mark Philbrick.

editions.’ If anyone would
have noticed differences in
the engraving styles, or the
marks left by engraving
tools, as they might have been used differently by
Mormon and Moroni on that last plate, it would
have been Joseph Smith. Apparently he saw no rea-
son to suggest two authors.

Another issue raised by those who propose dual
authorship is that the last two lines of the first para-
graph are very similar to the two previous lines. I
reproduce them as follows:

Written and sealed up, and hid up unto the
Lord, that they might not be destroyed—To
come forth by the gift and power of God unto
the interpretation thereof—

Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto
the Lord, to come forth in due time by way of
the Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the
gift of God.

If the same author wrote both sentences, the
question arises, “Why would he have repeated him-
self so closely?™ It seems likely that, rather than being
a repetition, the second sentence, in the form of



poetic parallelism, is a purposeful clarification of the
first. By whom was the book sealed up? How long
would the record be hidden up, and who would
bring it forth? How would the interpretation be
given? It is entirely possible, indeed probable, that
Moroni wrote both statements, not out of redun-
dancy, but to further illuminate the divine destiny of
this important record.

It may be that these two statements were written
by Moroni at different times, as Dr. Sidney B. Sperry
has proposed, although we cannot be certain." If
Moroni wrote the first portion of the title page in
A.D. 400 (see Mormon 8:5, 12—14, where Mormon
appears to be ending his record the first time) and
added the rest sometime in the next 20 years, by
then he certainly would have received more under-
standing concerning the coming forth of the book.
Indeed, he wrote: “The Lord hath shown unto me
great and marvelous things concerning that which
must shortly come, at that day when these things
shall come forth among you. . . . Behold, Jesus Christ
hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing”
(Mormon 8:34-35). This statement would account
for the clarifications given in the last two lines of the
first paragraph of the title page.

It has been suggested that Moroni’s words in
Mormon 8:5—"my father hath made this record,
and he hath written the intent thereof ”—are a di-
rect reference to Mormon’s writing on the title page.
However, Mormon’s final words in Mormon 7 are a
statement of the intent for which the Book of Mor-
mon was written:

For behold, this [the Book of Mormon] is writ-
ten for the intent that ye may believe that [the
Bible]; and if ye believe that ye will believe this
also; and if ye believe this ye will know concern-
ing your fathers, and also the marvelous works
which were wrought by the power of God among
them. And ye will also know that ye are a rem-
nant of the seed of Jacob; . .. and if it so be that
ye believe in Christ, . . . following the example of
our Savior, . . . it shall be well with you in the
day of judgment. (Mormon 7:9-10; see 5:14-15)

Perhaps the most compelling evidence for
Moroni’s authorship of the entire title page comes
from a study of two unusual words or word combi-
nations that appear infrequently in the Book of Mor-
mon. The word interpretation appears 7 times in the
Book of Mormon text, written once by Nephi and 6

times in the writings of Moroni (Mormon 9:7, 34;
Ether 2:3; 4:5; 15:8; Moroni 10:16). The words seal(ed)
up occur only 14 times in the Book of Mormon, 5
times by Nephi and 9 times in Moroni’s writings
(Ether 3:22-23, 27-28; 4:5; 5:1; Moroni 10:2). Those
expressions do not appear anywhere in Mormon’s
translated writings, yet they do occur in the very
portions of the title page that some scholars have
attributed to both Mormon and Moroni. The distri-
bution of those expressions weighs heavily in favor
of Moroni as the sole author.

There is another issue in considering whether
Mormon wrote the first portion of the title page.
Could the statement “written and sealed up, and hid
up unto the Lord” have come from him? It is clear
from Mormon’s own words that he intended to hide
up all the Nephite records “save it were” the abridged
set of plates he had written (see Mormon 6:6) and
the small plates of Nephi (see Words of Mormon
1:5-6). Mormon did not intend to seal and hide up
these last plates personally, for it was his feeling and
desire that his son, Moroni, would “survive, . . . that
he may write somewhat concerning [the Nephites],
and somewhat concerning Christ” (Words of
Mormon 1:2). Thus Mormon did not envision the
Book of Mormon plates being sealed up or buried
during his own lifetime. Moroni confirmed this
point when, some 16 years after the final Nephite-
Lamanite battle, he declared he would write a few
things that his father had commanded him to write
(see Mormon 8:1, 6; 6:5). It was at this time that
Moroni first mentioned burying or sealing up the
plates (see Mormon 8:4, 14). Fortunately for us,
Mormon’s intuition was right and Moroni lived for
at least 36 years after the final battle. He recorded
much of importance pertaining to the Savior and
his gospel before burying the plates.

Ultimately, all who have taken the time to com-
ment on or study the issue of authorship of the title
page would likely be happy with either Mormon or
Moroni as the author, or even both as coauthors.
However, when the information presented in this
article is joined with what was recognized by earlier
writers, perhaps we might now consider the question
answered definitively: Moroni himself wrote the title
page while faithfully echoing what he had learned
from his father, Mormon. &
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