




charge that emerges after three days of deliberations 
is that he has proclaimed that “God himself should 
come down among the children of men” (17:8). His 
response is courageous because he knows he has de-
livered a message of truth from God.

Abinadi: I will not recall the words which I have 
spoken unto you concerning this people, for they 
are true; . . . and they shall stand as a testimony 
against you. (17:9–10)

King Noah falters momentarily, fearful that the 
judgments of God will come upon him, but at the 
prodding of the priests, he turns Abinadi over to 
them to suffer death by fire.

Abinadi’s Influence

“What meaneth the words that are written and 
have been taught by our fathers?” (Mosiah 12:20). 
Who will believe our report? On that day, only one 
believed.

But there was one among them whose name was 
Alma. . . . He was a young man, and he believed 
the words which Abinadi had spoken, for he knew 
concerning the iniquity which Abinadi had testi-
fied against them; therefore he began to plead 
with the king that he would not be angry with 
Abinadi, but suffer that he might depart in peace. 
But the king was more wroth, and caused that 
Alma should be cast out from among them, and 
sent his servants after him that they might slay 
him. (17:2–3)

Alma escaped and hid himself, and “being con-
cealed for many days, [he] did write all the words 
which Abinadi had spoken” (v. 4). Thus we have 
Alma to thank for preserving Abinadi’s stirring in-

terpretation of Isaiah. Perhaps he carefully recorded 
these words just as we keep records of moving testi-
monies that have changed our lives. Records for re-
membering invite the Spirit to reiterate the original 
impact and sweetness felt when a truth was first  
discovered.

Alma’s profound encounter with Abinadi con-
tinued to influence the entire membership of the 
church. More than 60 years later, Alma the Younger 
testifies of his father’s eyewitness account:

Did not my father Alma believe in the words 
which were delivered by the mouth of Abinadi? 
And was he [Abinadi] not a holy prophet? Did 
he not speak the words of God, and my father 
Alma believe them? And according to his faith 
there was a mighty change wrought in his heart. 
(Alma 5:11–12)

Thus Alma the Younger points to the transfor-
mation of his father as he himself pleads for the 
mighty spiritual change to come into the hearts of 
his own people. 

I ask of you my brethren of the church, have ye 
spiritually been born of God? Have ye received 
his image in your countenances? Have ye ex
perienced this mighty change in your hearts?15 
(Alma 5:14)

The Lord’s image in one’s countenance? Alma had 
seen it (see Alma 36:5–27, especially v. 22). He knew 
his father had seen it on a courageous prophet who 
was willing to suffer in the pattern of his Redeemer 
to the last moments of his life.

Now it came to pass after Abinadi had spoken 
these words that the people of king Noah durst 
not lay their hands on him, for the Spirit of the 
Lord was upon him; and his face shone with ex-
ceeding luster, even as Moses’ did while in the 
mount of Sinai, while speaking with the Lord. 
(Mosiah 13:5; emphasis added) !
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