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TO OCCUR h\ XIAADA

lUA L \ klVl-:RS

Xcv.uia Academy of Natural Scioiires

Reno, X'^evada

Twciily s])c'ci(.'S of tliis dislinclixc t';iniil\- ^ccni to hr the sum lulal

at presi'iU known I'roni llu' Sialr. onl\ a small jn'oporlioii of whicli

Iia\v' ])i\-\ ioiisly incn ictoidcd. 'Vhv few species (lescrihcd from X't'-

vada iivc mainly the result of I )r. Horn's ])ronouncc'(l interest in tiie

liitle-know II Western famia in the middle decades of the last half of

the I'^th Cenlmw at which tinie Nevada was so far removed from

enlonujlogical notice that an_\- specimens obtained from it were ihouj^hl

sufficient!}' ])laced as to locale 1)\' the mere mention of the State. Kareh

is it [)ossil)le. in these I'arly papers, to fmd sjjecitic localities within lh>-

State menti(jned by c(jllect()rs. Undoubtedly the vast conFmes of Ne-

vada were i;;-enerally held by eastern workers to represent (jne ecolo,qical

continuity in which place names were of little importance. The entii\-

West was so regarded at one time, but the practice with regard lo

Nevada seemed to liave endured longer than with surrounding states

which became better known.

1 am indebted to Dr. E. S. Ross for most of the determinations.

HOLOLEPTINAE

1. Ilololepta acqualis Say 1825. Lincoln County (Alamo, 17/1/41, el. o8()0 it—
LaR): Washoe County (Truckf.i- Meadows, 5/X11/.39, el. 4500 ft—LaR).
This species is taken in lart;e numbers beneath the l)ark of cottonwood tree>

iPcf'ulus frciiumli and /'. trichocarpa) whicli in Nevada are confined natur-

all\- to \vaterc<'urses (if the few major streams, largely at vallcy-Hoor elevation.

Tlie Truckee and Carstui rivers often bear large stands of tiiese trees, espe

cially along their l)anks wliere meanders have created widened riverl)ottom^

in their courses through desert area>. The species prefer^ recently-dead

trees in whicli the liark is still tight enough lor extensive bacterial decay, a

situation to which its extremely flattened form admirably adapts it. il>

associates are quite constant, and include Ciiciijus ckrc'ipcs puniccus, another

flat species, and the histerids I'lalysoimi Iccoiitci and Faroiiiahis art]iialis.

This is the farthest western record of the species, it previously being un-

known west of the Rockies. It undoubtedly occurs in Utah, but to my knowl-

edge, has never been recorded from there. The fact that it has been found

in two widely-separated localities in Nevada militates against the supposition

that it may have been introduced originally with unbarked cottonwood logs

from farther east. If it should prove an isolate in the Great Basin, its dis-



The (jieat Uasin Xaturalist

8 IkA i,A KlVKR.s Vol. V'll, NOS. 1-4

trilnition here may shed some hf^ht on Pleisluceiie and Pu-,t- Pleistocene dis

tribuli(Mi ot inenihcrs of the genus Populus. which certainly enjoyed a wider

and more uniform spread in the (ireat iJasin than is apparent today. 1 have
seen it feeding on Ciiciijus cla:'ipcs t^iiiiicciis larvae in the vicinity of Reno.

HISTRINAE

HISTRIXI

2. I lister Solaris Caniochan I'H.x Humboldt ( ounty ( P.\l<Alll^l: \'.\i,i.ev sand

dunes. 18/VI/41, el. 4800 ft—LaR &. C. C. Christensen) ; Washoe CVainty

TiuJCKEK Me.xdows. 2,1/111/41. 13/IX/4i. el. 4500 ft—LaR). A species not

uncommon under animal carcasses. The type locality is Wenatchee, VVa.sh-

ington, and Carnochan also had specimens before him from Oregon, Wyo-
ming and Nevada (no specific mention) when describing it.

3. Hister militaris Horn 1870. Washoe County (Truckle Me.adows, 18/1V/40,

el. 4500 ft—LaR. Horn described the species from a single specimen col-

lected at Ft. Yuma, California, and it was later recorded from Arizona. My
present data indicate it t(j be an uncommon species. No previous record.

4. Hister uiiihilicatiis Casey 1893. Washoe County (Tkulkee Me.adows, 11/

11/40, el. 4500 ft—LaR). Originally described from California. No pre-

vious record.

3. Hister biiiwcitlafus Linne 1758. Washoe County (Truckee Meadows, 22-23/

11/41, 19-26/IV/41, el. 4500 ft—LaR). This European species has long

been known from most of the rest of the United States. No previous record.

(). Teretrius placitiis Horn 1880. In his original description, Horn says : "Col-

lected by Mr. H. K. Morrison, in western Nevada." It has since b-cn found

in southern California. I do not have the species.

7. i'latysoiiia Iccontei Marseul 1853. Washoe County (Truckee Mead(JWS. 5/

XH/39, 2-15/III/41. el. 4500 ft—LaR). The locality 'given by the describer

was "Etats-Unis, sous les ecorces des arbres." See Hololepta acqualis. No
previous records. It is generally distributed east of the Rockies, and has

been taken in southern California.

8. Platysoma pitneti</eniiii LeConte 1861. Douglas County (Lake Tahoe. 12/

lV/41. el. 6300 ft—LaR & T. J. Trelease) : Washoe County (Truckee

Meadows, 8-16/III/41, el. 4500 ft—LaR). .Mso known from California and

Arizona. No previous records.

9. Psiloseclis subopaca LeConte 1863. Elko County (Ruby }*Iountains. La-

moille Canon, 25/VI/41. el 7()0() ft—LaR & G. C. Christensen). This dis-

tinctive species has been taken only in the eastern part of the State, where

it was not uncommon at the single locality collected. It was taken in ant

nests with Creinastochcilus anaiilaris montanus: No previous records.

10. Paro>na!us aeqiialls Say 1825. Washoe County (Truckee Meadows, 5/XII/

39, 5/III/41, el. 4.^00 ft—LaR). The discussion of distribution under Holo-

lepta acqualis seems to apply eciually to this species, both occupying the same

environment, and probably distributed by the same agencies. Paromalus is

much smaller than Hololepta. and much more numerous where collected. To

my knowledge, this is the westernmost record, and the first for the state.

The species is well known east of the Rockies.

11. Pleciadcnis fratenuis Horn 1870. Nevada is the type locality. Horn wrote

at the time of describing : "two specimens from Nevada, from Mr. Wm. M.
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Ciabb." It lias since bcfii I'liiiiid in California and Arizdna. I do not liavc the

species.

\2. I'lciiadcnis iiilidiis Horn hS/O. Also descril)ed from Nevada. "Iliree speci-

mens from Nevada, one of which was sent me hj- Mr. Henry Kdwards, of

San irancisco" (Horn IS/O). Now known from Oregon and California

as well. 1 have no specimens.

SAHUIMM

1.5. Saf^riiius (lisriildnlis i.eCHnte 1S31. \\"a>hoe (.'ounty ( TincKKi". Mi.adows,

9-23/ni/41. el. 4.S(X) ft—LaK). No previous records.

14. Safynmis liinois i'"richson 1S.vt. l)ouj;las County ( L.akk Tahoi:. 12/\'1/41,

el. 630() ft— r. J. Trclease): Klko County (Elko, 30/VI/41, el 5000 ft—

LaR & G. C. Christensen) ; Humboldt County (Demo, 1 mile south of, 24/

VI/41. el. 4500 ft—LaR &- (i. C. Christensen); Washoe County (Trickee

Meauovvs, 9/ni/41. el. 4500 ft—LaR). The commonest large Saf>nnus,

widely-distributed over the State under animal carcasses. No previous records.

15. Sa/^rinus onu/oitciisis LeConte 1845. Elko County (Elko, lO/VI/39. el. 50(X)

ft—LaR); Humboldt County (Pakaijise-National Summit, 2I/VI/41, el.

7600 ft—LaR & G. C. Christensen) ; Washoe County (Peavine, ll/VllI/40.

el. 50(X) ft—LaR). Another very common species, also found in Arizona and

southern California. Xo previous records.

16. Saprinus cUiatoidcs Fall 1917. Described by Fall from "Nevada, Las Vegas.

One specimen." (Clark County), .\pparently it has been found nowhere

else. I do not have specimens of it.

17. Saprinus scabriccps Casey 1916. Described from Nevada. I have not seen

the species.

18. Saprinus lubricus plcuus LeConte 1851. Humboldt County (Pakauise-Xa-

TioNAL Summit, 20/VI/41. el. 7600 ft—LaR & G. C. Christensen); Washoe

County (Truckle Meadows, 13/IX/40, 23/ni/41, el. 45(X) ft—LaR). Com-

mon and well-distributed. No previous records.

19. Saprinus fimbriatus LeConte 1851. Washoe County (Truckee Meadows,

23/HI/41, el. 45(X) ft—LaR). A general southwest species. Xo previous

records.

20. Saprinus fratcrmis Say 1823. Washoe County (Tkuckee Meadows, 14/IX/

40, el. 4500 ft—LaR). Predominantly an eastern species, this seems to be

a considerable westward extension of its range. No previous records.
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