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Contributors to This Issue

Julie K. Allen is an Assistant Professor in Scandinavian Studies at
University of Wisconsin-Madison. The great-great-granddaughter
of a Danish immigrant from Bornholm, she grew up in Hawaii,
earned her B.A. at Brigham Young University, and her M.A. and
Ph.D. in Germanic Language and Literature at Harvard University.
She teaches courses on Scandinavian history, Seren Kierkegaard,
Scandinavian heritage in America, Hans Christian Andersen, and
advanced Danish language. In addition to her interest in
Scandinavian American culture, she has published articles about
Georg Brandes, Franziska zu Reventlow, and Peter Christian
Kierkegaard.

Rolf Buschardt Christensen is Press and International Relations
Officer for the European Commission to Canada. As the President
of the Federation of Danish Canadian Societies he is a prominent
leader in Danish Canadian circles. Christensen has over the years
been a faithful and helpful contributor to The Bridge.

James Iversen is Professor Emeritus of Aerospace Engineering at
Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa. He is former President of the
Danish American Historical Society and is now a member of the
Board of Directors. Iversen has dedicated an immense amount of his
time and energy in preserving, cataloguing and translating the
Harriman-Nielsen collection of archival material.

Berry Johnson and Doreen Petersen are both members of the
Board of Directors of the Harriman-Nielsen House in Hampton,
Iowa. Both are deeply involved in the restoration plans for the
buildings and in the preservation of the collections. Furthermore
Doreen Petersen graciously opened her home for the editor during
her two-months-stay in Hampton in the fall of 2007.

Birgit Flemming Larsen is Assistant Archivist at The Danish
Emigration Archives in Aalborg, Denmark and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Danish American Heritage Society and
editor of The Bridge.

Kelsi Vanada’s great-grandfather, who inspired the poem which
appears in this issue, came from Denmark to America in 1907. As
part of her undergraduate education at the University of Denver, she
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studied abroad in Copenhagen and was able to learn some Danish
and spend time getting to know her Danish family. She graduated
with undergraduate degrees in English and Spanish in November
2009, and will be teaching English in Chile in the fall of 2010.
Eventually she hopes to publish a book of poetry and pursue a
career in publishing. She has previously published in Precipitate and
Matter ~ Journal, and you can read her blog at
www kelsivanada.wordpress.com
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