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New Publications

The Diaries of Charles Ora Card: The Utah Years, 
1871–1886
Edited by Donald G. Godfrey and Kenneth W. Godfrey
 Charles Ora Card’s diaries detail the pioneers’ 
attempts to make the desert blossom as a rose, includ-
ing their work on the Logan Temple and Tabernacle. 
During this era, the Church faced increasing economic 
and federal legislative pressures. The records accent 
the everyday struggles of a people; their leadership, 

both local and Churchwide; and Card’s own capture by U.S. marshals.
 $29.95, ISBN 0-8425-2609-9

Stewardship and the Creation: Latter-day Saint 
Perspectives
Edited by George B. Handley, Terry B. Ball, and  
Steven L. Peck
 The essays in this book inspire members to 
consider carefully their own stewardships in caring 
for God’s creations as well as to create dialogue and 
find common ground with those of other persua-
sions. The book reaffirms and develops what previous 

examinations of our theology and history have repeatedly demonstrated: 
our religion offers a vital perspective on, and a foundation for, effective 
environmental stewardship that encompasses the best impulses of both 
liberal generosity and conservative restraint.
 $24.95, ISBN 0-8425-2618-8
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Joseph Smith and the Doctrinal Restoration
 “Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of the 
Lord, has done more, save Jesus only, for the salvation 
of men in this world, than any other man that ever 
lived in it” (D&C 135:3). This Sperry Symposium vol-
ume focuses on truths restored through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. It celebrates his 200th birthday and the 
175th anniversary of the Church’s founding. 
 $24.95, ISBN 1-59038-489-X

A Descriptive Bibliography of the Mormon Church, 
Vol. 2
Peter Crawley
 On July 21, 1847, Orson Pratt and Erastus 
Snow, with one horse between them, paused at the 
mouth of Emigration Canyon and then made their 
way into the Great Salt Lake Valley—the first Latter-
day Saints to walk on the land that would become 
their home. This volume tells the story of Latter-day 

Saint publishing efforts as the Church settled Utah. It also features 
detailed descriptions of Orson Pratt’s missionary publications in England 
and the printed works of missionaries in France, Italy, Denmark, and 
the Pacific islands. Researchers, librarians, book collectors, and serious 
students of Mormonism will find this book a valuable reference guide to 
these early publications.
 $65.00, ISBN 0-8425-2603-X

Pioneers in the Pacific: Memory, History, and  
Cultural Identity among the Latter-day Saints
Edited by Grant Underwood
 In this volume, President Gordon B. Hinckley 
tells inspiring stories of missionaries and members in 
Australia, Hawaii, New Zealand, Samoa, Tahiti, and 
Tonga. Elder Glen L. Rudd recalls serving with Mat-
thew Cowley, the “Apostle of the Polynesians,” a man 
loved for his faith and kindness. Chieko N. Okazaki 

discusses the need for harmony between gospel principles and human 
culture. Groundbreaking chapters tell the history of Saints in the islands.
 $19.95, ISBN 0-8425-2616-1
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Fire on Ice: The Story of Icelandic Latter-day Saints 
at Home and Abroad
Fred E. Woods
 How did the message of the restored gospel 
come to Iceland, the land of fire and ice? What made 
its converts so adventurous to make this lengthy 
Utah journey by sail, rail, and trail? What challenges 
did they encounter trying to assimilate into a western 
American culture? This book provides the answers. 
Its publication marks a dual sesquicentennial com-

memoration: the arrival of the first Icelandic Latter-day Saints in Utah 
and the earliest settlement of Icelanders in the United States. 
 $15.95, ISBN 0-8425-2617-X

Sperry Symposium Classics: The Old Testament
Edited by Paul Y. Hoskisson
 Explore the Old Testament as the original testa-
ment of the Savior’s dealings with humanity. Topics 
include the law of Moses, the Abrahamic covenant, 
and the teachings of Isaiah and Elijah. Elder Russell 
M. Nelson, Robert L. Millet, and others offer scriptural 
insights in these classic Sperry Symposium addresses.
 $25.95, ISBN 1-59038-533-0
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Religious Studies Center

Established in 1975 by BYU Religious Education Dean Jeffrey R. 
Holland, the Religious Studies Center (RSC) is the research arm of 
Religious Education at Brigham Young University. Since its inception, 
it has provided funding for numerous projects, including conferences, 
books, and articles relating to Latter-day Saint culture, history, scrip-
ture, and doctrine. The RSC endeavors to use its resources to, first, 
facilitate excellence in teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ; second, 
encourage research and publication that contribute to the mission 
of the university and its sponsoring institution, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints; and third, promote study and understand-
ing of other cultures and religions.

Research and Publication

One of the primary aspects of the RSC’s mission is to enhance under-
standing of revealed truths. The ultimate interpretation of doctrinal 
matters rests with the First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles; therefore, we seek to discover historical background, provide 
cultural and linguistic details, and explore new avenues of understand-
ing into our faith, history, and way of life. Thus, research into scripture, 
Church history, and religious matters in general is an important part 
of what the full-time Religious Education faculty do. Because BYU is 
primarily a teaching institution, we recognize as our major thrust the 
classroom experience. We seek, however, to expand our classroom 
through the writing and publication of our research.
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The RSC helps fund several meaningful projects each year and publishes 
books, articles, a newsletter, and the Religious Educator in helping to 
promote and disseminate Latter-day Saint research and thought. These 
publications enhance the libraries of Latter-day Saint readers and others 
who take an interest in the history or culture of the Latter-day Saints. 
The yearly application deadline for research funding is June 1. Please 
send inquiries to RSC at 370 JSB, BYU, Provo, UT 84602.

An Invitation to Join with Us

RSC research and publication projects are sustained by university fund-
ing and by financial donations from friends who want to encourage the 
kind of quality work the RSC does. We are thankful for the generosity 
of those who support our efforts to bring the best scholarship to light. 
If you would like to become a donor to the RSC to help its mission, 
please contact the RSC at 370 JSB, BYU, Provo, UT 84602.

The RSC restricts its publications to items that fit within the scholarly 
range of the curriculum and mission of Religious Education. It pro-
duces materials that are well written, rigorous, and original and that 
reflect the doctrine, the history, the teachings of the living prophets, 
and the standard works of the Restoration. It seeks works that meet 
academic needs or fill a niche in the area of faithful scholarship. It wel-
comes all materials that fit within these parameters.
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