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The Deseret Alphabet as an Aid in Pronouncing Book
of Mormon Names
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Journal of Book of Mormon Studies 9/1 (2000): 58-59, 79.
1065-9366 (print), 2168-3158 (online)

One approach to reconstructing the Prophet Joseph
Smith’s pronunciation of the proper names in the
Book of Mormon is to determine how his close associ-
ates in the early days of the church later pronounced
the names. In the Deseret Alphabet we have a record
of the pronunciation in vogue in 1869. It is plausible
that pronunciation of the names did not change much
between 1830, when the scripture first appeared in
English, and the publication of the Deseret Alphabet
Book of Mormon in 1869. This article includes a table
of pronunciation of eighteen names from the Book of
Mormon according to the phonetic Deseret Alphabet
characters compared with the sounds recommended
in the “Pronouncing Guide,” which appears in all
English-language editions today.












The Journal regrets that

the table published in vol-
ume 9, number 1 (2000),

page 58, contains errors.

The table on the right cor-

rects those errors.

PRONUNCIATION OF SELECTED BOOK OF MORMON NAMES

Text Word

Abish

Aha

Alma
Ammonihah
Chemish
Deseret
Hagoth
Himni
Isabel

Jarom

Lehi

Luram
Mathoni
Mathonihah
Muloki
Nephi

Sam

Sariah

Deseret Alphabet

Pronunciation

a-bish

a-ha

dl-ma
am-a-ni-ha
shém-ish
dés-é-rét
ha-géth
him-ni
is-a-bél
ja-rum
lé-hi
liar-um
ma-tho-ni
ma-tho-ni-ha
mu-10-ki

neé-fi

Reference

Alma 19:16
Alma 16:5
Mosiah 17:2
Alma 8:6
Omni 1:8
Ether 2:3
Alma 63:5
Mosiah 27:34
Alma 39:3
Jarom 1:1

1 Nephi 1:4
Moroni 9:2
3 Nephi 19:4
3 Nephi 19:4
Alma 20:2

1 Nephi 1:1
1 Nephi 2:5
1 Nephi 2:5

Guide Pronunciation

a-bish

a-ha

dl-ma
am-a-ni’-ha
kém-ish
déz’-a-rét
ha‘-gith
him’-ni
iz’-a-bél
j&’-rum
le’-hi
lar-um
ma-tho’-ni
ma-tho-ni‘-ha
myi’-la-ki
né’-fi

sam

sa-ri‘-a
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