Journal of Book of Mormon Studies

Volume 9 | Number 1 Article 3

1-31-2000

Synagogues in the Book of Mormon

William J. Adams Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation

Adams Jr., William J. (2000) "Synagogues in the Book of Mormon," Journal of Book of Mormon Studies:
Vol. 9: No. 1, Article 3.

Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms/vol9/iss1/3

This Feature Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Journal of Book of Mormon Studies by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For
more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.


http://home.byu.edu/home/
http://home.byu.edu/home/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms/vol9
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms/vol9/iss1
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms/vol9/iss1/3
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fjbms%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jbms/vol9/iss1/3?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fjbms%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu

Title
Author(s)
Reference

ISSN

Abstract

NEAL A. MAXWELL INSTITUTE

.SZ FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIP

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY « PROVO, UTAH

Synagogues in the Book of Mormon

William J. Adams Jr.

Journal of Book of Mormon Studies 9/1 (2000): 4-13, 76.
1065-9366 (print), 2168-3158 (online)

The Book of Mormon mentions synagogues in twenty-
five passages. An important resource that may help us
understand what the Book of Mormon means by the
word synagogue is the body of research on biblical syna-
gogues. This is especially true of research related to
the years prior to the Babylonian captivity of the Jews,
which began in 586 Bc, since this is the time period
when Lehi left Jerusalem. We would expect, therefore,
that the nature of biblical synagogues before the captiv-
ity would have greatly influenced the concept of the
synagogue that Lehi and his family took with them to
the New World. In this article, William J. Adams Jr.
details the historical development, nature, and cultural
function of synagogues of the biblical era and relates
them to the history, form, and religious function of
synagogues in the New World.
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