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power and authority of God” (Mosiah 18:17). Those who were
baptized “in the name of the Lord” also became members of the
“church of Christ” (Mosiah 18:16-17; 25:18), and “whosoever
were desirous to take upon them the name of Christ, or of God,
they did join the churches of God” (Mosiah 25:23). A little later,
Christ confirms this principle when he tells Alma,

Blessed art thou, Alma, and blessed are they who
were baptized in the waters of Mormon. . . . Yea,
blessed is this people who are willing to bear my name;
for in my name shall they be called; and they are mine. .
.. For behold, this is my church; whosoever is baptized
shall be baptized unto repentance. And whomsoever ye
receive [unto baptism] shall believe in my name; and him
will I freely forgive. For it is I that taketh upon me the
sins of the world; for it is I that hath created them; and it
is I that granteth unto him that believeth unto the end a
place at my right hand. (Mosiah 26:15, 18, 22-23)

Those to be baptized are taught about Christ’s redemption
(Mosiah 18:7), they believe in Christ (Mosiah 18:7), they repent
because of Christ (Mosiah 18:1-2, 7), they are baptized in his
name (Mosiah 18:10), they covenant to serve God or keep his
commandments, and are thereafter members of his Church
(Mosiah 18:8, 17). How could the Christocentric nature and
focus of baptism in Mosiah 1-3 Nephi 10 be more explicit?

Churches and Denominations

Metcalfe next claims that the usage of the term church devel-
ops along the lines of his naturalistic model.

The first reference to “church” in Mormon’s abridge-
ment occurs in conjunction with Alma’s baptizing
(Mosiah 18:17; cf. Mosiah 23:16; 29:47; 3 Nephi 5:12).
From here through the beginning of 3 Nephi, the terms
“church” and “churches” refer to the single religion of
God and its local congregations. When the glorified
Jesus appears, he preaches a developed
antidenominationalism and clarifies the relationship
between true Christianity and infidel imitations (3 Nephi
27:2). After Christ’s sermon the terms “church” and
“churches” describe non-Christian or apostate
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or in “Moses’ name,” he is not introducing some new
“antidenominationalism” that “clarifies the relationship between
true Christianity and infidel imitations” (p. 422), as Metcalfe
claims. Historical parallels were already familiar to Nephite
memory, since there were non-Christian and apostate “churches”
long before the ministry of Christ.

From Three Witnesses to Many

Metcalfe argues that early scriptures on the mission of the
three witnesses support his naturalistic “Mosian priority” theory
since they indicate, to him, an obvious development from three
witnesses who would see the plates (originally including Joseph
Smith), to three witnesses in addition to Joseph Smith, to three
witnesses plus Joseph Smith and an additional “few,” to finally
“many witnesses” (pp. 423-25). Metcalfe finds these passages
contradictory from the standpoint of the Book of Mormon, but
an understandable development if Joseph Smith is viewed as its
author.

Metcalfe implies that this would contradict the Prophet’s
March 1829 revelation that only three, including Joseph Smith,
would see the plates: “yea & the testimony of three of my ser-
vants shall go forth with my word unto this Generation yea three
shall know of a surety that these things are true for I will give
them power that they may behold & view these things as they
are & to none else will I grant this power among this genera-
tion.” Metcalfe argues that the three witnesses in this revelation
refer to “only three people, implicitly including Smith, [who]
would see the plates™ (p. 423). But this interpretation is unlikely
since Joseph Smith already knew “of a surety” that the Book of
Mormon was true, having already seen and handled the plates,
the interpreters, and other artifacts and having frequently con-
versed with heavenly messengers regarding them. The future
tense makes clear that the unidentified three have yet to be cho-
sen and given “power that they may behold & view these things
as they are.” Thus, contrary to Metcalfe, the text of the 1829
revelation implicitly excludes Joseph Smith from the three future
witnesses since he already had received that testimony, while the
Lord’s promise is yet future.

Metcalfe also argues that Book of Mormon scriptures on the
witnesses contradict the 1829 revelation which states that “three
and none else” would see the plates™ (p. 424). But the revelation
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