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is easily identifiable and, in most instances, interesting and
sometimes even intellectually stimulating; however, rarely does
it have a newness or originality that inspires one to a higher level
of commitment and dedication which makes a real “difference”
in one’s life.] Some Latter-day Saint scholarship seems to be
written in a vacuum in which a chosen few can communicate
with each other on a level most Latter-day Saints will never at-
tain. This is not to mean that there is no viable use for good
scholarship in the Church. On the contrary, there is a need for
further study in many areas of the gospel that can be dealt with at
a scholarly level. Occasionally, however, there is a tendency to
lose touch with the fundamental truths in order to emphasize the
details of fringe concepts.

This volume is representative of two roads of Latter-day
Saint scripture scholarship diverging. I will here focus on those
papers which impressed me as taking the road “less travelled by”
and thereby having “made all the difference” in rounding out this
work and making it a useful and inspiring contribution to the
study of the Book of Alma.

In his paper, entitled “The Probationary Nature of
Mortality,” Robert J. Matthews argues that Alma’s discourse in
chapter 12 “emphasizes the doctrine of life as a probationary
state, a time of imperfect knowledge, when we learn the gospel
by degrees and show our commitment to it by righteous living”
(p. 47). Matthews adds many of his own insights and brings
light to significant verses as he unveils Alma’s deep spiritual
understanding of man’s condition in mortality. For instance,
Zeezrom desired to know more about the doctrine of the resur-
rection, but Alma explained that the mysteries can only be
revealed to those who are spiritually ready to receive them.
Matthews connects this principle in Alma 12:9-12 to Jesus’
teaching in parables, saying, “make no mistake about it, Jesus
used parables to conceal the mysteries of the kingdom from the
unworthy and the spiritually careless” (p. 50). Later, Matthews
discusses the need of members to seek the mysteries of the
kingdom, concluding that “if we do not have the deeper concepts
of the gospel, it may be that we ourselves are to blame for our
lack of desire and our unpreparedness” (p. 52).

I Joseph Smith also felt that there was validity in approaching
subjects in original ways. In 1844 he remarked, “It has always been my
province to dig up hidden mysteries—new things—for my hearers™; TPJS,
364.
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