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Daniel H. Ludlow, ed., The Encyclopedia of Mormonism,S vols. New York: Macmillan, 1992.
Ixxxviii + 1848 (4 vols.) and viii + 486 (5th volume)
pages. Illustrated, 13 appendices, glossary, index.
$249.00 for four-v olume set, $295.00 for five-volume set, $750.00 for five-volume deluxe leatherbound set.
Reviewed by John Gee

This is-to the best of my know ledge-the finest book on
the Book of Mormon ever published by a non-Latter-day Saint
press. The dark blue cover is attractive and tasteful . and the
bindi ng is much better than the typical book from a "Mormon"
press. The contents within the covers should set the minimum
standard for books on Mormonism. Review of any work like
this is a daunting task-not only for the sheer volume of material
but ruso for its diversity. Fortunately other rev iewers have dealt
with the work from other perspectives, I so the emphasis here
will be on the Book of Mormon.
Organization
The encyclopedia is organized as follows: After the Table
of Contents (p. I :vii) is a rather superfl uous list of the articles
with their writers (pp. I :ix-xxxiv). Then appears a list of contributors accompanied with a list of the articles they wrote (pp.
xxxv-Ii x). The list is as impressive for who is not mentioned as
for who is-some regretfully, some gratefu lly so. T he Preface
(pp. Ixi- Ixii) provides a simple overview of the set; and the
Acknowledgments (pp. 1:lxiii-Ixiv) contai n, besides the obligatory list of kudos, mention of some who performed Herculean
labors and probably deserve more recogn ition than they received.
The Synoptic Outline (pp. I :lxv-Ixxxvii) is designed to aid
the reader in locating art icles where someone might not think of
looking. This is very useful, but no one should imagine it is
complete or that everythin g is listed properly. For example, under II .B.!: "Perso ns, peoples, and places in the Book of
Mormon" (p. I :Ixx), two of the most obvious entries, Jesus
Christ and Isaiah, are not listed. Limhi, Lamoni, and Zeniff- all
!
For ellampJe, see reviews by Davis Bitton and Craig W. Beard in
BYU Studies 3114 (1991): 31 - 37 and 38- 39, respectively .
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major fi gures---do not even have an article while Ezias and
Neum, each of whom is mentioned but once in the Book of
Mormon, do. Likewise under n .B.3: "General topics related to
the Book of Mormon" could have included "Anti-Mormon Publications," "Apostle," "Archaeology," "Astronomy, Scriptural
References to," "Biography and Autobiography," "Cursin gs,"
"Dispensations of the Gospel," "Old Testament," "Sennon on
the Mount," etc. The subject of "Grace" is listed both under
n .B.2 and n .B.3 but is the only subject so listed.
The Key to Abbreviations is tucked away j ust before the
articles (p. I :Ixxxvi ii). After the articles are thirteen separate appendices (pp. 4: 163 1-763), some co mprehen sive, others selective, and some of more use than others. A Glossary (pp.
4: 1764-73) explains so me vocabul ary peculiar to the Saints,
though some cross-reference from "Vocabulary, Latter-day
Sain t" (pp. 4: 1537-38) would have been useful.
The Index (pp. 4: 1775-848) is good on some things but
fa il s on others. The running footers giv ing the pagination of the
volumes are very useful. The illustrations, unfortunately, are not
indexed. Other items are missi ng from the index altogether. For
example, Limhi (a personal favorite) is not li sted in the index
although he is mentioned on pages 1:89, 100, 141, 149-50,
156, 187,2:960; and the town of Limhi , Idaho, may be found
on the map on page I :293, as Fort Limhi on page I :290, and
spe lled "Lemhi" (as it is on current maps) on page 4: 1607.
The fifth volume is a copy of the Triple Combination without the indices and footnotes but with the chapter headings. The
pagination in thi s volume, unlike the first four, is not conti nuous
but starts over again. An introduction explaining the Latter-day
Saint scriptures to non-Mormons is included (pp. 5:vii-viii).
The tex t is supposed to be identical with the Latter-day Sai nt
198 1 ed ition (this was not verified). The Facsimiles in the Pearl
of Great Price are taken from the original engravi ngs of Reuben
Hedlock; ironically, Facsimile 2, origi nall y the largest of the
three, is here the smallest.
The articles follow general trends in organization but have
no set patterns. After the lead paragraph they tend to be either
chronological (e.g., "Promised Land, Concept of a," p. 3: 1160)
or run through the standard works (e.g., "Israel," pp. 2:705-8)
depending on the requ irements of the subject. William G.
Eggi ngton's article "Australia, The Chu rch in" (pp. 1:86-88) is
wonderfully and appropriately organized according to Australian
instead of Nort h American norms.
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Editorial Matters
With an editorial committee containing the likes of S. Kent
Brown, Richard L. Bushman, Noel B. Reynolds, and John W.
Welch, the writing is guaranteed to have a high level in both accuracy and quality. The editors also deserve commendation for
keeping the project on schedule while working with sometimes
dawdling or even recalcitrant authors, a few of whom were intensely upset about what had happened to their articles (many of

which were submitted way over their allocated length and had to
be shortened). That most are st ill on amicable terms demonstrates that Mormons are Christians who follow Christ's teach-

ings (pace Shipps, p. 2:940).
The editorial hand in the encyclopedia has been occasionally heavy partially because the editors at Macmillan follow certain current trends intent on obfuscating English; this is bothersome. For example, replacing the English generic "man" with
the Latin-derived "human" (e .g., p. 4: 1460) and "mankind" with
the more awkward and infelicitous "hu mankind "2 (e.g., pp.

1:409,2:526.547,3:772,1161) may be faddish among cerlain
groups with ears more delicate than tongues but the result, if
such practices are rigidly and strictly mandated , will be that any
text written before the coercive implementation of the fad will be
widely misunderstood if not incomprehensible within a s ingle
generation and ever after. We too might need to "cry unto the
Lord, that he will not confound us that we may not understand
our words" (Ether I :34). It is s lightly d isconcerting for a publication devoted to explaining our history and heritage to be so
oblivious to our language heritage. The shift from " mankind" to
"humankind" is all the more incomprehensible because there is
an article on "Mankind" (pp. 2:853-54). In certain places the
zeal of the Macmillan editors to sanitize the language has distorted the hi storical facts: e.g., "Some of the lay persons prescnt
at the organization [of the Church1 were ordained that day" (p.
2:603) instead of the correct "some of the lay men ."3 Likewise,
the state ment that "Jesus reiterated ... laws regarding ... prac2 "Humankind" is properly two words "human kind"; see Oxford
English Dictionary, s.v. "humankind."
3 For reasons God has not revealed, it has always been the case in
the Church that "women are not ordained to the priesthood"; Boyd K.
Packer, "What Every Elder Should Know- and Every Sister as Well: A
Primer on Principles of Priesthood Government," Ensigll 23/2 (february
1993): 10. This despite recent assertions to the contrary.
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ticing honesty with fe llow beings" (p. 3: 1028) rather than
" honesty with one's fellowman" not only cannot be supported
by the scriptures cited (Matthew 5:17-18; 3 Nephi 12:17-48;
Luke 16:19- 3 1,24:13-47) but leaves one wondering exactly
what it is supposed to mean to be honest with flies, emus, and
mollusks. Whatever possessed either the author or the editors to
wri te, "Cain grew up with a knowledge of God and even conversed with him person to person" (p. I :245), the result is either
abominable English or a suggestion that there were antediluvian
telephones. Surely an encyclopedia should prize accuracy above
faddishness. Trendiness also might explain the incorporation of
articles on "AIDS," " Feminism" (actually a very good article),
" Li fes tyle," and "Poverty , Attitudes toward ." (With other articles- like "Buffetings of Satan" [po 1:2361--one wonders why
they wcre included at all.)
To the credit of this Encyclopedia, the imperfections of the
Saints have not been glossed over. Indeed, the articles on "Vital
Statis tics" (pp. 4: 1518-37), "Social Characteristics" (pp.
3: 1371-78), "Marriage: Social and Behavioral Perspectives"
(pp. 2:855-57), "Sin gle Adults" (pp. 3: 131 6- 17), and " Famil y:
Family Life" (pp. 2:488-92) indicate many areas in which we
need to repent, both individually and as a people.
Superficiality is a hallmark of encyclopedias and this one is
no exception. The authors were spec ifically advised not to break
new grou nd, so those looking to hear something new will likely
be disappointed. However, since some of the work had never
been done before, or because it is impossible to keep up with
advances in all fields, some of the information will be new to
some readers. From time to time some important in sights appear. E.g., Mormon " measured civility by how women and
children fared" (Ph ylli s Ann Roundy, p. 2:933) . "The true
stature of Brigham Young emerges if one seeks to compose a list
of his peers. He led a ragged and impoveri shed band, stripped
of virtuall y all their earthly goods, into an unknown territory.
His crit ics and biographers note that the man was unique among
the leaders of modern hi story, for he alone, without any political
and fin ancial backin g, established from scratch in the desert an
ordered and industrious society, having no other authority than
the priesthood and the spiritual strength with which he delivered
his teachings" (Hugh W. Nibley, p. 4: 1611 ; Nibley's writings
[as opposed to some of his extemporaneous speec hes] are always a delight to read). "Latter-day Saints prefer to use Bible
Scholarship rather than be driven or controlled by it" (Stephen
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E. Robinson, p. 1:112). "As God is bound by his promises
(D&C 82: 10), covenant-making has to be guided by revelation
and performed through the authority of the priesthood.
Otherwise, God is not truly made party to the accord and agreement" (Wouter van Beck, p. J ;332; the whole article is good and
would be a good antidote to the idea of "binding the Lord").
"But as Jesus lives again, so will Jerusalem" (Kelly Ogden, p.
2:723).
Occasionally the writing is disappointedly pedestrian; but,
on {he other hand, some soars above our expectations as, for example, in articles by John Clark ("Book of Mormon
Geography"), James Faulconer ("Foreknowledge of God"),
Jeffery Holland ("Atonement of Jesus Christ"), June Leifson
("Afterlife"), Louis Midgley ("Theology"), Dennis Rasmusse n
("Testimony of Jesus Christ"), and Stephen Robinson ("Bible
Scho larship"). Most of these are essential reading for anyone
interested in or working with these areas.
Concision is a constantlrait in encyclopedias. Sadly, many
of the articles are too shorl. For the most pari, however, the
pruning has been prudent.
The tradeoff between tedious prolix articles in which one
has little interest or patience and meager laconic articles lacking
sufficient information in which one is interested is solved by the
bibliography appended to many of the articles and by some bibliographic articles. There are three types of problems: ( I) In
some cases there is regrettably no bibliography to cite; e.g.,
there has been little published on Hyrum Smith. (2) Sometimes
important bibliography has been overlooked. 4 (3) Some of the
best information on some subjects came out after the encyclopedia. S
"

For example, if the article on "Book of Mormon Commentaries"

( 1:171 - 72) cites Hugh Nibtey's Lehi in the DesertlThe World of Ihe
Jarediteflhere Were Jaredites as a Book of Monnon commentary, it should
also include An Approach to the Book of Mormon. Since Cumorah. and
The Prophetic Book of Mormon (CWHN 4--8). But the most coveted.
sought-after Book of Mormon commentary remains the In stitute manual
used in the early 1980s. which is also not listed.
5 For example, the best work on "Forgeries of Hi storical
Documents" (2:523) is now Richard E. Turley , Jr. , Victims: The LDS
Church and the Mark Hofmann Case (Urbana: University of Illinois Press.
1992). To both "Whitmer, David" (4:1564--66) and "Book of Mormon
Witnesses" (1:214-16) should be added Lyndon W. Cook, ed., David
Whitm er Interviews: A Restoratioll Witness (Orem. UT: Grandin. 199 1):

LUDLOW, ED., ENCYCWP£D1A OF M ORMONISM (GEE)

177

Cross-referencing. always a problem in any large work,
has generally been helpful. One wonders if some authors were
aware of the cross-referencing (an editorial problem); for eXample, if one follow s the cross-reference from " Babylon" to
"Worldliness," one find s no reference 10 Babylon (a better cross
re ference would be to the Glossary, p. 4: 1765). There see ms to
be some confusion over whether the Christ us in the Temple
Square Vi sitor's Center is by Bertel Thorvaldsen (p. 1:273) or
Aldo Rebichi (p. 4: 151 8), or whether the statue by Aldo Rebachi
is in Los Angeles and a replica of the Thorvaldsen statue is in
Salt Lake (p. I :273). In some cases it appears the title of the article was changed after it was written, thus explaining why certain obvious things are missing. s uch as why the references to
appearances of Jesus Chrisl after his resurrection are limited to
those within the first year (p. 2:734) and leave out several obvious references (e .g., Ac1s 7:55-56; 9: 1-9; 22: 3- 11 ; 23: II ;
26: 12- 16; I Corinthians 15 :5-9; 2 Corinthians 12: 1-5;
Galatians I: 15- 16; Reve lation I: 10--3:22; Mormon 8:34-35).
The Graphics
The visual s used by the editorial committee are often quite
striking, and many may be unfamiliar to most Church members.
Examples include James C. Christensen's stained glass window
Alma the Younger Called to Repentance ( I :34) , Charlotte Warr
Anderson's quilt Kingdoms (p. 1:368). Alma Wright' S mural
Baptism of Jesus Christ (p. 2:756), Alfred Wright' s sculpture,
The Book of Life (p. 4: 1429), Lucy Leuppe Mc Kelvey 's pot (p.
2:866), the Ravenn a mosaic (p. 2:880), and the anonymous
works o n pp. 3:956, 3: 1025 , and 4: 1207 . I have only two
points of di scontenl: (I) Wulf Barsc h (p. 1:74) and HenriRobert Bresel (p. 4: 1563) and others suffer terribly in black and
white; and (2) I ge nerally find photographs of the ordinances of~
fensive. Though a piclure may be worth a thou sand words, w ith

review in this volume by Daniel Peterson on pages 113- 15. Other
significant primary source material has also been publi shed: Dean Jessee,
cd., The Papers of loseph Smith: Volume 2: loumal, 1832- 1842 (Sail Lake
City: Deseret Book, 1992); Clark V. John son, ed., Mormon Redre.fs
Petitions: Documents of the 1833- /838 Missouri Conflict (Provo, UT:
Rel igious St udies Center, 1992). OUT appreciation of Zenos's Parable of the
Olive Tree ( 1:3 1- 32) has been greatly enhanced by the 1992 F.A.R.M.S.
con ference the publication of whose proceedings we still await.

178

REVIEW OF BOOKS ON THE BOOK OF MORMON 5 (1993)

the ordinances almost everything of importance is lIot captured
on film and the result can profane a sacred moment. Since in the

Church "ceremony is unpretentious" (p. 1:94), one wonders
about such photographs.
Many, if not most, of the old photographs are absolutely
wonderful. Some of the new ones are not. As usual, the BYU
Geography Department did excellent work with the maps.
Graphs arc generally clear. bUllhere are exceptions. It is almost
impossible to see the dividing line between Canada and Africa
on the graph on page 4: 1522, and there is a similar problem on
pages 4:1521 and 153 1 where, while the o ri gina l printing
preserves a difference between Utah and the rest of the western
United States. almost any photocopy will fail to preserve the
s ubtlety in shading. The picture on page 1:30 1 has been flipped
(but this was corrected in the third printing).

The Book of Mormon
Several of the articles deal directly or indirectly wi th the
Book of Mormon. Many of these arc important condensations of
facets of the Book of Mormon that many people (especially anti·
Mormons and others who have never taken the time to study the
work) should carefu lly cons ider. lohn Clark's " Book of
Mormon Geography" (pp. 1: 176-79) and John Sorenso n's
"Book of Mormon Peop les" (pp. 1:191- 95) are particu larly in·
sightful . The summaries of the individual books are adequate,
though one wishes more of them were li ke Alan Goff s "Book
of Mosiah" (pp. 1: 149-50) and Chery l Brown' s " Book of
Alma" (pp. I: 150-51); C. Randall Paul did yeoman work on
"Third Nephi" (pp . 1:153-55), a book that simply transcends
any four column summary. On the whole, the encyc lopedia is
up·to·date, accurate, and cau tious.

Errata
There are a few errors whic h need to be corrected and
some quibbles or queries, arrangcd as they appear in the encyclopedia:
The assertion that "Alma lived fewe r than twenty years"
after "the time of his conversion" (p. I :35), while insightful , as·
sumes that less than two years elapsed between Alma's conver·
sion and the beginning of the reign of the judges, which seems
unlikely if the first missionary tour (Mosiah 27:34-35) lasted
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anything as long as the later ones (see Alma 4:20 with 15: 18-19;
30:6 with 43: 1-3).
Eric h Robert Paul's "Astronomy, Scriptural References
to," makes the unwarranted assumption that all astronomical
systems in the sc riptures are based o n "a heliocentric, planetary
cosmology" (p. 1:82). This detracts from hi s normally excellent
work.
The art icle on " Biography and Autobiography" is perplexing. If the Book of Mormon has strongly influe nced both biography and autobiography in the church (p. I: 113), why shou ld
we care whether or not a majority of Latter-day Sai nt biographies "do not satisfy the recent taste" of intellectuals (p. I: 114),
some of whom also find the Book of Mormon distasteful?
Keith Meservy's list of biblical prophecies about the Book
of Mormon (pp. I : 158-60) is missing the important prophecy
about Mulek recorded in Ezekiel 17:22-24.
In discussing Book of Mormon grains, "early Akkadian
she-lUn" should read simply "Akkadian she1ull" (p. I: 173), as
she)um is attested in all phases of the Akkadian language, and is
ultimately of Sumerian o rigin. 6
All of the Hebraisms li sted in Brian Stubbs's article on
"Book of Mormon Language" (pp. I : 180-81) are also true of
Egyptian.7
6 For the borrowing, see Proto-Eo 689, in Miguel Civil, ed., MSL
XIV, vat. 14 of Materials for the Sumerian Lexicon (Rome: Pont ificum
Institutum Biblicum, 1979),58. There are other Akkadian words for barley;
see Antoine Ca vig neaux, "Le nom akkadien du grain," Nouvelles
A.uyriologique.f Breves et Utiliraires 1990/3 (September 1990): 33.
7 For the cognate accusative, see Papyrus Bremner·Rllind 28:2223, in Raymond O. Faulkner, The Papyrus Bremner·Rhind, vol. 3 of
BilJliolheca Aeg),ptiaca (B rux elles: Fondation Egyptologique Reine
Elisabeth, 1933),70; but thi s trait is not necessarily limited to Hebrew, see
" Hildig!llUlr hM kaldall IIl&rr' in Njdls saga 116. For prepositional phrases
used in stead of adverbs, see Alan H. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, 3d ed.
(Ox ford: Clarendon. 1957), 158; Janet H. Johnso n, Thus Wrote
rOnchsheshollqy: All illtrOfiucrory Grammar of Demotic, 2d ed. (Chicago:
Uni versity of Chicago Press, 199 1),27-28,73; for Egyptian constructions
that would explai n Alma 30:24, see Gardiner, Egyptiall Grammar, 104-5 ;
Johnson, Thus Wrore rorlchslleshonqy, 15- 17-the Engl ish noun "people"
can also be a collective (see Oxford English Dictiollary, s.v. "people" la)
and thus this need nOt be a Hebrai sm at all; for Egyptian possession, see
Gardiner, Egyp t ian Grammar, 65-66; Johnso n, Thus WrOle
<Oll c/lsheshorlqy, 14; for long stri ngs of subordinate clauses, see H. J.
Polotsky, ·'Egyptian Tenses," in Collected Papers (Jerusalem: Magnes,
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Was the Manchester England Slake organized on 17 March
1960 (p. I :229) or 27 March 1970 (p. I :227)? If it was organized on a Sunday, then it must have been on Sunday, 27 March
1960.
The idea that the word "canon ... derives from the
Hebrew qiilleh (reed)" (p. 1:254) is intriguing but false; it comes
from Greek kanon (reed, measure) and while one can make a
case that the Greek term derives from a Semitic language,
Phoenician and Akkadian are more likely candidates than
Hebrew.8
The change to the consolidated meeting sched ule took
place in 1980, nol 1990 (p. 1:302).
While the idea that Alma and the sons of Mosiah followed
the order of Nehor in their younger days is certainly intriguing
(p. 2:960), it seems a bit too speculative to occupy so prominent
a place in Mosiah's biography.
There is no indication that under the system of judges set
up by Mosiah "each judge was chosen by popular voice." The
reign of the judges was not necessarily the same as "representative government" (p. 2:960). Richard Bushman has already
dealt with the fallacies of comparing the reign of the judges to
American republicanism: "The 'voice of the people' entered only
marginally into the appointment of an officer [in the Book of
Mormon] who essentially enjoyed li fe tenure and hereditary
successio n. "9
To say that Mosiah "established an Egyptian-style system
of measures for exchanging various grains and precious metals"
(p . 2:960) is misleading. While there have been compari sons of
the Nephite monetary system to Egyptian grain measures, it can
be said neither that the Nephites got their grain measurements
from the Egyptians nor that the Nephite monetary system is "an
Egyptian-style system." The Egyptians employed several different measuring systems. Egyptian grain prices fluctuated, whereas under the Nephites grain prices were fixed and apparently did

1971), 84; for compound prepositional phrases. see Gardiner, Egyptian
Grammar. 131- 37; Johnson. Thus Wrote 'Onchsheshonqy. 30--32.
8 Someone has garbled the argument in Edgar Hennecke and
Wilhelm Schneemelcher, New Testament Apocrypha, 2 vols. (Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1963), 1:21.
9 Richard Bushman. Joseph Smith and the Beginnillgs of
Mormonism (Urbana. IL: University of Chicago Press. 1984), 132.
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no t fluctuate for at least the first ten years of the reign of the
judges.
Callin g Eugnostos the Blessed "pre-Chri sti an" (p. 2:852)
is problematical, disputed, and irrelevant, and therefore should
be dropped.
The bizarre typography on page 2:882 is for Melch ire.~a~
The term "pre-ex istence" (p. 3: 1123) is a good English
word whose prefi x "pre-" is to be taken adverbially to mean
"former."lo
The Greek word prophetes does not typically mean
" in spired tc ac her" (p. 3: 1164), but either "foreteller" or
"forthteller. "
The Egyptian Judgment of the Dead (referred to in p.
3: 1407) condemned not so much the "hard-hearted"ll as the impure. 12 Those so condemned would be swallowed by em_mt,
"the Devourer of the Dead" or "Devourer of the Damned. " 13
To say that the Ten Commandments were all that were engraved on the two tablets g iven to Moses (p. 4: 1469) is not supported by the citation (Exod us 3 1: 18) and is certainly disputable.
It would have been useful to have had a statement on
choco late as well as colas in the article on the Word of Wisdom
(p. 4: 1585). since nonmembers have often insisted on the fal se
assert ion that MOnTIons arc forbidden to eat chocolate.
Zenos can be dated mo re acc urately than "sometime be[ween 1600 and 600 B.C." (p. 4:1623). The mention of "those
who are at Jerusalem" (I Nephi 19: 13) in Ze nos' prophecies
means that he must have li ved after David took that ci ty (2
Samucl 5:6-10). The list in Helaman 8: 19- 20 can be argued to
be chro nological. which would place Zenos before Isaiah. The
poss ibility of Zenos bein g an ancestor to the Nephites (p.
10 See Oxford English DicliOllUry, s.v. "preexistence," "preex ist."
" pre-" A.I .2.
I I On the misunderstanding of the me taphor, see Erik Hornung,
ldea il1/O lmage (n.p.: Timken, 1992), 134.
12 On which see Book oflhe Dead 12Sb S I-42 and c 51; Reinhold
Merkelbach, "Ein griech isch-agyptischer Prieslereid und das Totenbuch," in
Phi li ppe Derchain , ed .. Religions en Egypl helUnislique el romaine (Paris:
Presses Uni versitai res de France, 1969).69- 73; M. Heerma van Voss, "Orie
Egyptische Geboden," in M. A. Beek, A. A. Kampman, C. Nij land. and J.
Ryckmans. eds., Symbolae Biblicae el Mesopo/amicae Francisco Mario
Theodoro de Liagre B6h! Dedicalae (Leiden : Brill, 1973), \85-87.
13 Sec Hornung, Idea into Image, 10 1; the second rendering is based
on Erik Hornung, Alliigyplische H611envowellungen, (Berlin: 1968),35.
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4: 1623; 3 Nephi 10: 16) would place him among the northern

tribes, that, alon g with his parable's prophecy of the scattering
of Israel , must mean that he lived before the northern kingdom
was taken captive by the Assyrians in 701 B.C. Therefore , we
can reduce the time in which Zenos may have lived by a factor of
four: sometime between 1050 and 700 B.C.
The Zoramites separated from the Nephites in 74 B.C., not
24 B.C. (p. 4: 1629).

Cost Considerations
The forgoing is not intended to detract from the merits of
this praiseworthy publication. The biggest problem with the encyclopedia is its cost. Granted that $62.25 per five-hundred page
volume is a competitive price these days, the lump sum is a very
expensive proposition, particularly for those with limited
funds.14 As I read the encyclopedia I asked my se lf over and
over if it really was worth the exorbitant price and am forced to
conclude that for most church members it is not. The average
Church member is not going to learn a great deal from the average article in the encyclopedia; many of the articles cou ld have
been written by allY faithful church member, because an encyclopedia simply cannot go into that much depth, and because for
many members Mormoni sm is not something looked up in a
handbook, manual , or encyclopedia, for it is not written with
pen and ink but engraved on the fleshy tablets of the heart. The
encyclopedia, however, was initially designed with nonmembers
in mind. Because so many faithful intelligent members (along
with a very few nonmembers) contributed so much of their time
for generally meager monetary rewards, the encyclopedia,
though hardly either official (see p. I :Jxii) or exhaustive, is authoritative. For most subjects this should be one of the first
places to look, but not the last. Therefore. regardless of whether
it is in any member's home, it belongs on the shelves of every
meetinghouse or public library.

14 The best book on the Book of Mormon is st ill the Book of
Mormon itself (available for under $3.00 US).

