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The idea that King Noah’s life was to be valued “as a
garment in a hot furnace” is a type of simile curse. He
would suffer death by fire, which was a just punishment
for the wicked.
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other hand, “were the wicked, in their sins, under the necessity of
walking into the presence of the Father and the Son . .. their con-
dition would be more excruciating and unendurable than to dwell
in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.”8 Elder Orson Pratt
declared,

I have often heard blasphemers and drunkards and
abominable characters say, I really hope I shall at last
get to heaven. If they get there, they will be in the most
miserable place they could be in. Were they to behold
the face of God, or the angels, it would kindle in them a
flame of unquenchable fire; it would be the very worst
place a wicked man could get into: he would much
rather go and dwell in hell with the devil and his host.?

The Book of Mormon prophet Moroni probably had this idea
in mind when he wrote to the wicked,

Ye would be more miserable to dwell with a holy and
just God, under a consciousness of your filthiness
before him, than ye would to dwell with the damned
souls in hell. For behold, when ye shall be brought to
see your nakedness before God; and also the glory of
God, and the holiness of Jesus Christ, it will kindle a
flame of unquenchable fire upon you. (Mormon 9:4-
5; see also Mosiah 2:38; 3:25, 27; cf. Jacob 6:9-10)

I suggest that Abinadi’s curse of King Noah, with the specific
mention of fire, was intended to indicate the very serious nature of
Noah'’s sins. Like the diseased garment in Leviticus 13:52, 57, and
the useless garment in Isaiah 14:19-20 (another simile curse), he
is not to be honored with burial. Instead, he will suffer death by
fire, which is the ultimate punishment of the wicked.

“able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit
enthroned in everlasting power” (HC 6:305; see also 6:306, 476 and JD 8:92).
JD 8:154.
9 D 7:89.



