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the anti christian background
of german literary naturalism

R MAX ROGERS

during the last twenty years of the nineteenth century the
age of german naturalism christianity assailed many times
since its foundation was once again the subject of attack the
basis of the antichristiananti christian attitude was on the one hand the
contention that the historical substructure of religious beliefs
had been shaken on the other hand it was claimed that biblical
criticism called for a revelation of the genuineness of the docu-
mentary accounts which deal with the early church its history
and the nature and validity of its dogmas often the battle-
ground shifted to metaphysics the existence of god of super-
natural powers or of any supersensuous reality was denied or
declared unknowable historians materialistic philosophers
and scientists pressed their attack against the church and sought
to destroy all christian infinginfluenceluence on the course of human afaffairsfairs
strong and insistent objections of a sociological nature were
also advanced to prove the impotence and inefficacy of the soc-
ial program of the church marxian doctrinairesdoctrin aires vehemently in-
sisted that religion was the opiate of the people that the
church was indifferent to man s lot on earth and that it was
therefore in league with the rich and the mighty but it was
not just the history the metaphysics and the social doctrines
and social program of the church which were being censured
it was the christian conception of life and christian spirituality
that were assailed it was in short the whole of christianity
that its critics hoped to destroy

As a weltanschauung naturalism is based in great part
on positivism and materialism As first expounded by auguste
comte in france in 1830 positivism maintains that the only
valid knowledge is scientific knowledge ie the knowledge
of what is given in sense perception and verifiable by the experi-
mental method the basis of comte s whole system of philosophilosof
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204 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

phy isis his so called loi de les iroistrois aarsetats1 through which every
branch of human knowledge successively passes in the first
state 16tat1 etatbetat theologiqueth6ologlquetheolog ique the human mind was still explaining
all phenomena by the wills of the deities in the second state

16tat1 etatbetat m6taphysiquemetaphysiquemetaphysique abstract causes are substituted for gods
or for god as an ultimate explanation of the world the third
state isis then 16tat1 etatbetat positifposit if which looks upon the metaphysical
state as just a necessary interlude during which positive sciencescience
gradually reaches complete maturity the positive spirit isis es-
sentiallysenti ally the spirit of positive sciencescience which feels no interest inin
gods or inin causes because it isis never concerned with the why
but only with the what and the how laws not causes are
the only valid explanation for all knowable facts all human
concepts and therefore all human societies have to arrivearrive
necessarily at this third and last stage inin the course of their
development comte inin viewview of the breakdown of the ancienancien
r6gimeregime inin state and society was attempting to build a new type
of social order according to new principles and by extending
the spirit of positive sciencescience to social facts he created the new
sciencescience sociology 2 we can act upon matter comte argues be-
cause we know its laws and once we know fundamental social
laws we can easily act upon societies

being antiantl metametaphysicalphysical positivism denies the value of
genuinely philosophical or rational speculation and substitutes
for it the methods of the mathematical and physical sciencessciences
by its very nature it eliminates religion interpreted as the
serviceservice adoration and worship of god and substitutes for it a
11 religion de 1humanite1humanitl this positivist point of viewview was
rather widely accepted by many german thinkers and even-
tually it formed the philosophical basis of the naturalistic
movement inin german literature

in regard to morality the positivist insistence on scientific
impartiality implies a complete indifference to qualitative
distinctions of an intellectual and moral kind and consequently
demands the wholesale rejection of all the traditional forms
and values of thought and morals however inin spite of comte s

positivist disavowal of the traditional forms of religion he him-
self developed his religion de 1 1human1t6humamtehuma mte which was inspired
by his love of mankind and by the desire to achieve a new cul-

m auguste comte cours de Philophilosophicsophie posipositivepositneposifivefive parispans imprimerieImprimerie de
bachelier 1842 VI law of the three states stages

ibid
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antichristianANTIantl CHRISTIAN GERMAN naturalism 205

tural and social unity on a scientific basis comte was of the
opinion that our instincts cause us to work for humanity and
the happiness of all mankind his religion was then basically
altruistic its principal objective being the promotion of the gen
eral welfare and happiness of every individual 3

john stuart mill a somewhat independent yet inin some re-
spects rather close follower of comte objected to the latter s
1

religion of humanity mill decided finally that he would be
obligated either to break with comte or allow himself to be
dragged from positive philosophy to a new theology herbert
spencer empiricist and evolutionist likewise criticized comte
and the anthropocentric character of his new approach to
philosophy in his own defense comte argued that the strict
maintenance of a complete objectivity of scientific knowledge
would entail the loss of philosophy thus mill could not reject
all subjectivity and still have a philosophy nevertheless as gil-
son points out men naturally chose to lose philosophy thus
opening the age of intellectual disorder and social anarchy inin
which we ourselves are now groping our way 4

in 1841 ludwig feuerbach published his das wewesenseusenfeu des
Christenchristentumschustentumstums which to quote oskar walzel entgotterteentg6tterte die
welt durch den versuchbersuchVersuch allenalienailen glauben an eineeinecine Gottgottheltheit zumzurn
ergebnis eines blossenblessen see lischen bedurfnissesbed6rfnisses des menschenhenschenMen schen
zu machen 5 according to the argument presented by feuer-
bach der wunsch ist der ursprung ist das wesen selbst der
religion das wesen der gotterg6ttergatter nichtsmchtsnichas andres als das wesen
des wunscheswunscherWun sches c therefore god or the gods are considered
superhuman and supernatural only because man wishes them so
once man becomes convinced that he himself is the supreme
reality he will no longer look for happiness above himself but

within himself considering himself the absolute man will lose
all supernatural wishes and as feuerbach says

11 wer keine
ubernaturlichenebernat6rlichen wunsche mehr hat der hat auch keine uberna

auguste comte the catechism of positivism trans R congreve lon
don J chapman 1858

etiennetienne gilson the unity of philosophical experience new york
charles scribner s sons 1946 p 270

oskar F walzel die deutschedeul ichesche liferaiurllteatu tonionronioutou goeihesgoelhes tod gisbishiseifkis zuizur
gegenwarthgegenuaitgegenwartGegenwart 5 auflagehuflage berlin askanischerkanischerAs verlag carl albert kindle 1929
p 28 deprived the world of divine influence through the attempt to make
all belief in a divinitydanity the result of a mere emotional or psychic need of man

ludwig feuerbach das wesen der religion 2 auflagehuflage leipzig verlag
von otto wigand 1849 p 36 wish isis the origin and the real essence of
religion the nature of the gods isis nothing more than the nature of wish
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206 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

tiirlichent6rlichen wesen mehr 7itait7 it isis only natural that this doctrine of
feuerbach which aimed at the destruction of all supernatural-
ism should have exerted a tremendous influence on the literary
world in an age which was exposed to positivism materialism
darwinism and the natural sciencessciences

materialism a doctrine which regards matter or material
force or the corporeal world as the one and only reality be-
came very popular in the nineteenth century especially through
the contributions made by karl marx and the foundercofounderco of
communism friedrich engels in the works das kommuniskommums
tische manifest 1848 and das kapralkaphalkapiial vol 1I 1867 11II
1885 III111 1894 both marx and engels rejected the shallow
and vulgarizedvulgarizer form of materialism advanced by jacob mole
schott kreislaufKrei slauf des lebens 1852 karl vogt kolerglaubekohlerglaubeKOlerKohler glaube
und WWissenswissenschafitssenschaftchafi 1855 and ludwig buchnerbechner kraft und
stoff 1855 they preferred to develop the limited materialism
of feuerbach as expressed in das wesen der religion accord-
ing to the general arguments advanced by feuerbach in this
highly influential work all that which is is either material by
itself or it is rooted in and strictly determined by something
which is itself material 8 marx was firmly convinced that feuer-
bach s materialism could be extended from the mechanical in-
teractionster of matter to biological problems and even to social
life including philosophy the material order of nature as
marx understood it was conceived as having a history that is

to say as following darwinian evolution whose law was es-
sentiallysenti ally the same as that of hegel s dialectical idealism 9 the
result was then a historical or dialectical materialism which pre-
sents the history of society as the history of the class struggle a
survival of the fittest so to speak and thus as a kind of dar-
winism of the social and economic order in this class struggle
for survival marx saw the two principal opponents in the forces
of capital and those of the proletariat and he thought he could
foresee the eventual expropriation of the capitalists by a

class conscious proletariat with the emphasis on the importance
of classes and the class struggle the individual assumed a posi-
tion of little importance the gefiihlgefidhl fur massenhaftigkeit
grew stronger with the result that no longer the individual but

laidibid p 78 whoever no longer has any supernatural wishes also has
no longer supernatural beings

ibid
gilson op cit p 284
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antichristianANTIantl CHRISTIANghristian GERMAN naturalism 207

the social group the class became the hero of the world drama
an idea which proved to be very popular in naturalistic litera

ture
the tremendous influence of charles darwin his theory

of the origin of man and man s biological evolution his doc
innes of natural selection and the survival of the fittest was
felt not only throughout the world of the natural sciencessciences but
in the philosophical religious and literary realm as well it was
darwin who indirectly aided inin raising the natural sciences to
a position of respect and influence such as they had never ex
penenperienperlenpenencedperiencedpenancedced before natural sciencescience and the scientific method
began to dominate the spirit of the century and the modern
weltanschauung but sometimes excessiveexcessive enthusiasm for a

thing brings about an unwholesome result for as johannes
volkeltvoelkelt suggests die begeisterung fur die naturwissenschaft
ist vielleichtviel leicht zumzurn naturwissenschaftlichen dogmatismusDogmatismus
ausgeartet 10 the danger lay inin the fact that natural science
considered itself qualified and justified to encroach upon non-
scientific fields and modes of life and to pass judgment on
moral and religious questions made bold by its discoveries and
exploits in the realm of matter and deeply steeped inin its ma
teriatenaterlaterialistictenalisticlistic presuppositions and prejudices it often expressed its
opposition to all religious dogma and even to religion as such
the natural scientist felt inclined to attribute responsibility for
human action to the influence of heredity and environment and
to deny the possibility of moral self determination man was
regarded as an irresolute massenwesenMassen wesen that reacted to gen
eral stimuli and allowed itself to develop quite passively
and even today as oskar walzel points out it is often cus
tomary jedes verbrechenVerb rechen durch den hinwelshinweishindels auf unwiderunwiser
stehlichesteh liche naturwirkungen zu bemantelnbemhntelnbemanteln 11 this approach to
life and human conduct meant of course an utter disregard
and contempt for such principles as free will and moral absoabao
lutes because of this materialistic way of thinking diesseitigdiesseltig
keit was emphasized exclusively and all transcendent elements
of former weltanschauungen were rejected quite naturally
the spirit of sciencescience penetrated into the realm of art and so

johannes 1I volkeltvoelkelt Asthenicasthetischeasthenichehe zeltZeitzeirzeitfragenzeitfiagenfragen lunschenmunschenMun schen C H beck sche
verlagsbuchhandlungveriagsbuchhandlung oskar beck 1895 p 157 the enthusiasm for natural
sciencescience has degenerated perhaps into a natural sciencescience dogmatism

oskar F walzel die gelgeigeniessliowungenitesity6mungen des 19 lahhunderisjnhihundeits leip
zig quelle und meyer 1924 p 49 to cloak everyeer crime by referring to
irresistible natural forces
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arose the notion that art needed but to adhere to the methods
of the natural sciences in order to make its greatest contribu-
tions to artistic creation wilhelm scherer professor of german
at the university of berlin was one of the first to proclaim the
coming domination of sciencescience in literature as well as in other
fields and he attempted to apply the methods of science to
literary history and literary criticism wilhelm bolscheb61scheboelsche made an
earnest attempt to link and unite poetry and science and in his
die naturwissenschaftlichennaturwissenschaftlfchen grundlagenGrund lagen der poesie his general
argument is that what mythology was for ancient poetry the
darwinian theory should be for the literature of german
naturalism 12 darwin s laws of heredity and environmental inin-
fluencesfluences soon provided such catchwords for literaliteratureturlturc as ver
erbungwerbung urngebungumgebung and umwelturnweltUrnUmwelt the french historian
and literary critic hippolyte taine like darwin stressed the
great importance of heredity and environment in the growth
and development of man to taine it was apparent that man
lives in a universe of natural scientific law he is not an inde-
pendent spectator viewing this vast mechanism from the out-
side but an integral part of the intricate network of cause and
effect since every human act is absolutely determined by in-
variable primordial forces namely la race iele milieu and

iele moment free will cannot exist and moral responsibility
has no meaning history and human life become subject to
and determined by these forces consequently the formative
and creative powers of the human mind and heart were not
recognized by taine concepts of talent genius and inspiration
were discarded 13 this was indeed as walter linden says die
weltanschauung der unfreiheitUnfreiheit die den willen des menschenhenschenMen schen
nicht anerkennt da dieser wille durch anlage vererbung und
umweltdeterminiertumwelt determiniert istisilsi 14

in general the determinism preached by the natural sciences
ended in a rather depressing pessimism literature likewise re-

spected the spirit of the time faith in the moral betterment of

man was shattered fantasy found no opportunity for expresespres

wilhelm bolscheb61scheboelscheBol sche die naturwissenschafflichennaturwtssenschaftlichen grundlagenGrundlagen derdefdejsef poesie

leipzig reissner verlag 1887 ppap 676867 68

hippolyte taine hrsHishitrivoirehistoirehivoirefotretoire de la litteraturelitl&aturelittera ture anglaise parispans libraire
hachette 1890 introduction

14 walter14walter linden naturalismusNatural ismus inin literaiurliteiatur inin enlwicklungsreihenentwicklungnethen reihe
27 1 band leipzig verlag von philipp reclamreclama jun 1936 p 7 the
philosophy of bondage the refusal to acknowledge the will of man sincesince
this will isis determined by natural tendencies heredity and environment
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antichristianANTIantl CHRISTIAN GERMAN naturalism 209

sionslonsionslon and art was subjected to the methods of science literature
borrowed from empiricism the tools of analytical and descriptive
methods characters in the literary works of the naturalistsnatura lists were
depicted as being almost entirely the result of hereditary and

milieu as individuals they were quite passive stammler tells
of the great popularity of the pessimistic philosopher schopen
hauer whose influence on literature was profound

seinensemen schopenhauer trug darnalsdamalsdannals leder jungling inin der
tasche und sog aus ihm die uberzeugung von der sinniosigsinnlosig
keit und blindheitblindheltblindheimBlind heitheltheiiheli des weltgrundes 115111

according to jethro bithell pessimism as a philosophic system
was not definitely displaced inin literature until nietzchenietzscheNietzche s doc-
trine of the superman passed into the neo romanticism of the
impressionists 16 eduard von hartmann a disciple of schopen
hauer was likewise convinced that the world was metaphysical-
ly evil and that all efforts to improve it and its many undesirundesire
able conditions would be futile therefore the best one could
do was to surrender stoically to the pain and suffering of life
however some literary historians such as hans naumann 1

and eduard engel 18 fail to recognize this kind of pessimism
inin the writings of the young german naturalistsnatura lists they argue
that many of these young writers were definitely optimists for
had they been otherwise they would not have striven so zeal-
ously and incessantly to disseminate their revolutionary ideas
there is no doubt that inin most instances naturalistic writers pre-
sented inin their literary works a rather dismal and pessimistic
picture of contemporary social and economiceconomic conditions but
frequently this procedure was ingeniously designed to rouse
society from its lethargy and torpor to incite within each indi-
vidual the desire and the firm resolve to fight for the ameliora-
tion of these inhuman social and economiceconomic conditions bismarck
had proved the power of a strong will when possessed by a man
of talent and the ability of leadership nietzsche too was begin

wolfgang stammler Deudeutschelichetiche literatorliteraturliferaiurLitera turtuf romlornlom naluraiiiinusnatuiaisfius bis zurzu
gegenwarthgegenuartgegenwartGege nwartnuart 2 durchgesehene auflagehuflageAu flage breslau ferdinand hirt 1927 p 15

at that time every young man carried his schopenhauer inin his pocket and
sucked from it the conviction of the senselessness and blindness of the world

jethro bithell modernmodem getmangeiman literature 188019381880 1938 london
methuen & co ltd 1939 p 3

hans naumann die deudeutichedeutschetiche DiDichchiungtangtungtaug der Gegedegegegenwarthgegenuaftgegenwartnwart 188519241885 1924
2 auflagehuflageAu flage stuttgart J S metzlerscheMetzl ersche verlagsbuchhandlung 1924 p 144

eduard engel Geichgeichichiegeschichteichie der deutschendeuischenbeutdeutdeu ichenschenischenirben DiDichchiungfungtung 2 band das 19
jabrJahrlahrlabrfahrlahrhundertjahrhunderthundert und die gegenwarlgegenwaitGegen warrwaitwarlwaifwalf wien F tempsky leipzig G freytag
1912 p 310
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ning to make his voice heard with his doctrine of the perfecti-
bility of man through joyous self assertion a self assertion
which was to lead eventually to the glorification of the ober
mensch certainly such optimistic views were far removed
from the fundamental doctrines taught by natural science and
were diametrically opposed to the pessimism of hartmann and
schopenhauer it is quite obvious then that both the optimism
and pessimism of the zeitgeist is reflected in the works of
the german naturalistsnatura lists

the political economiceconomic and social conditions of germany
after 1870 determined to a large extent the german mind in
1871 after the franco prussian war germany at last achieved
political unity and became again an empire the war itself exer-
cised little influence on the literature of the day except indirect-
ly through the social conditions which developed as a result of
it germany s political perspectives were broadened a new
spirit developed in industry new enterprises sprang up every-
where new inventions were introduced the progress inin all of
the sciences was tremendous and all phases of german life
experienced a speedy modernization one consequence of the
franco prussian war was the sudden affluence particularly in
berlin where a prodigious building program was undertaken
and where large scale speculation led to a short lived boom
it was not long until berlin was counted as one of the most im-
portant and progressive cities of europe these were the so
called grunderjahregr6nderjahreGrunderjahre germany was becoming a leading in-
dustrialdu strial nation with this unparalleled expansion of german
commerce and industry and the general economic and social
revolution came a feeling of tension and unrest the develop-
ment of big industry and trade resulted in the rapid growth of
large cities which partially depopulated the rural areas this
depopulation in turn brought about the loss of some of the
most precious and most substantial elements of the german
past A whole new german world was beginning to take form
politically economically and socially however the problems
which frequently follow the riserise of capitalism now made them-
selves manifest with the great influx of workers the labor
supply on the market became greater than the demand capital
was able to dictate its terms and the result was hardship and
misery for the workers and at times impoverishment and ruin
for the small business man the growth of an industrial prole

8
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tanattariatlariat meant the rise of city slums and the growth of destitution
in urban centers the wealth of the upper and trading classes
contrasted harshly with the groveling poverty of the working
population quite naturally this resulted inin conflicts between
labor and capital marxism and social democracy attempted to
ameliorate the many social ills which rushed inin with the new
order by demanding social legislation but even when this was
enacted during the chancellorship of bismarck it could not
check the spread of those malignant social diseases which had
elsewhere characterized the growth of capitalism under the
banner of marxian socialism the proletarians banded together
hoping and working for social revolution

although the concern of the masses was the promotion of
better working and living conditions and the acquisition of a
decent wage standard the soziasozialproblemI1 problem of the day was inin
reality much broader for as eugen wolff points out keineskerneskemneskemmes

wegs schliesstschlie sst es nur arbeiterfragenarbelterfragenArbeiterfragen inin sich der handelsstandHandels stand
das gelehrtenproletanatgelehrtenproletariat militar und adel frauenfrageFrauen frage ehe
standezustandezusthndezu die offentliche6ffentliche sittlichkeit erziehungswesen das
schnftstellerlebenschriftstellerleben die judenfrageJuden frage die deutsch bohmischeb6hmischebohmische
frage 19 all of these social problems weighed heavily upon
the german mind and as a result found their way into german
naturalistic literature a literary movement that was vitally in-
terestedterested inin all contemporaneous problems the soziale frage
however pushed all other interests into the background with
the result that art and literature were placed inin the serviceservice of
social reform armeleutemalerei and proproletanerromaneletarierromane
became very popular among the german people writers now
took little interest inin the selbstzweckSelbst zweck der kunst art and liter
atureacture became revolutionary tendenziostendenzi6s and didactic

with numerous changes taking place inin the social order and
with people cultivating a materialistic and deterministic outlook
on life it isis not surprising that their attitudes toward church
and religion should change likewise

der mensch verliereverliertverli ert seinensemen metaphysischenmetaphysischen eigenwertEigenwert
er wird zu einemelnern blossenblessen rad an cliecilediesemsern ungeheuren mech
anismusan ismus der nicht mehr der erfullungErful lung eineselnesemes religi6senreligiosen ideals

eugen wolff deutsche lneiatmbleratur inin jefjeiderdef gegenugegenwartgegenwarthgegenadegeGegenwartcnt leipzig S hirzel
1896 ppap 31325132515231 32 itt ddidd not by any means include only questions hainghaving
to do with the working classes the business classes the scholars of the
proletariat the milmiimilitarytary and the nobility the question of woman s rights
marriage conditions public morality the educational system the life of lit
eraryarary people the question of the jewsjes the german bohemian problem

9
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212 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

elneseineseineselnes ewigenedwigen menschheitsidealesmenschheltsideales dientadient der aus sich selber
lauftlhuftlaufa und sich selber als ziel setztletzt 20

there were attempts to make both the protestant and catholic
churches more aware of the social problems and evils of the
day inin the hope that they would help better social conditions
and manifest the love for the poor and downtrodden that christ
himself had shown A great work of christian charity arose out
of a deepened insight into the social needs of the time a work
in which social and christian workers cooperated to some ex-
tent in an effort to relieve the suffering and the distress of the
impoverished and destitute masses johann H wicherernWicherern began
the work of the innereinhere mission with the establishment of
das rauhe haus inin hamburg pastor theodor fliedner laid

the foundations of the diakonissenDiakon issen institutes and others
such as pastor oberlin freiherr von kottwitz gustav werner
and leaders of several pietistic organizations helped to found
christian institutions and societies whose purpose and objective
was the social and spiritual welfare of man catholic social
leaders such as domvikarDomvikar kolpingkolding of cologne and bischof
emanuel von ketteler of mainz were well aware of the great
social problems of the day both worked long and arduously to
help organize catholic workers into social working men s clubs
the precursors of the christian trade unions ketteler a very
influential member of the zentrumspartei was successful in

furthering legislation designed to improve social conditions for
the proletariat 221I1 heinrich weinel mentions the fact that sev-

eral clergymen became social democrats inin this time of social

unrest with the explanation that der soziale geist des chris
tentums zu sozialistischen forderungen fuhre 2212 this fact was

without doubt of great significance in influencing public
opinion however as weinel further points out je mehr man

inin die tiefediefe steigtsteige desto krasser wird die sozialdemokratische

philipp witkop deutsche dichtingdichtungDich tung der gegenwattgegenwanGegeGegen waftnwanwatt leipzig H haesselfaessel
verlag 1924 ppap 111211 12 the human being loses his metaphysical values
he becomes a mere wheel on this monstrous mechanism that no longer serves
to bring about the fulflfulfsfulfillmentilmentailment of a religious ideal of an eternal ideal of the
human race but runs by its own power and sets itself as its goal

theobald ziegler die geistigengei stigen und jozialensozialenjozisoziaalenaienienlenleu stromungenstr6mungenStro mungen des neunzehn
ten lahrhundertsjahrhunderts 3 umgearbeiteteurngearbeitete auflagehuflageAu flage berlin georg bondi 1910igioigloagio ppap
205 sqqseq ppap 278 sqqseq ppap 505 sqqseq

heinrich weinel jesus im ig19 jahrhunderijahrhunderl 53 neubearbeitung tubin-
gen verlag von J D B mohr 1914 p 159 the social spirit of christiani-
ty would lead to socialistic challenges

10
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antichristianANTI CHRISTIAN GERMAN naturalism 213

kritik des christenturnschristentumsChristen tumsturns und melsi auch jesu 23 it was ein
schwarmerischerschwdrmerischer kommunismus auf der grundlageGrund lage der christ
lichen liebe that the masses were fervently seeking and de-
manding something to raise them above the misery and wretch-
edness of the new capitalistic world 24 most endeavors to pre-
vent the alienation from church dogma which was spreading
among both cultured classes and the masses were in vain A
growing disrespect for established authorities a hostility toward
dogmatism orthodoxy intolerance and hypocrisy especially
within the protestant church led to a new liberalism in re-
ligious viewsviews ziegler suggests that one can hardly blame the
protestant laymen for losing faith in their pastors who in the
pulpit were not permitted to follow their own convictions or
respect scientific knowledge but who on the contrary predi
gen sollen was sie selbst nicht glauben this he says is cer-
tainly no longer der geist protestantischerprotestantischer gewissensfreiheit
sondern ist ein geist der unwahrhaftigkeit und der luge wozukozu
die kirchenbehordekirchenbeh5rde ihre geistlichenGeist lichen geradezugeradeaugeradezu zwingezwingt 2521 many
protestant clergymen and laymen were highly critical of the
dependency of their church on the state for this meant to a
great extent state control and supervision and a subsequent
loss of the autonomy previously enjoyed by the protestant
church soon they felt the church would be little more than
a political tool of the state and as such it would be ex-
ploited to the utmost in the catholic world all was not well
either the catholic church was being criticized by clergy and
layman alike for its extreme centralization and excessive empha-
sis on the importance of uniformity which it was thought had
led to an intolerable orthodoxy and dogmatism and the abroga-
tion of free individual thought and action the symbolism of
the sakramentszauber and dinglicheding liche gnadeneinflossungengnadeneinfl6ssungen 11

the propagation of new devotions and cults die nur der wun
dersuchtdersucht und phantastikPhantastik vorschubVorschub leisten these and other
elements of the established churches were subjected to intense
criticism but it was the religious intolerance of the day which

231211211bidibbidfidid p 154 the more one descends into the depths the crasser the
social democratic criticisms of christianity become mostly of jesus

ibid p 144 an enthusiastic communism on the basis of christian love
ziegler2ziegier op cit p 440 are expected to10 preach what they themselves

do not believe the spirit of protestant freedom of conscience but a spirit
of insincerity and mendacity which the church authorities actually force their
clergymen into
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was most vehemently and savagely attacked ib rudolf eucken
finds the whole nineteenth century eineermeerneemme fortlaufende gegen
bewegung gegen die uberkommene6berkommeneuberkommene form der religion selbst 272

the revolutionary developments in the field of the natural scisci-
ences darwin s doctrine of evolution historical observation
with its relativization of values and value judgments and posi-
tivisticti philosophy became the irreconcilable enemies of all tra-
ditionaldit ional religion and static religious truth political economic
and social tasks and problems increased immeasurably the inin-
terest in diesseitigkeit the safety of sacred tradition and
the entire realm of the supernatural were challenged by his
toncaltoricaldorical criticism 6uberallberall wird das wunder aus dem leben ver
triebentnebendrieben und eineeine naturlichenatilrlichenatur liche ansicht der dinge durchgefuhrtdurchgef6hrt 2821

A contribution of historical criticism was the so called bibel
kritik according to which every single book inin the bible and
its contents was to be studied and interpreted in the light of the
time inin which it was written therefore the bible was conceived
of as etwas all mahlich gewachsenes und ihrahr inhaltanhalt in einzelemzelbinzel
heiten als zeitlichbeitlichzeit lich gebundenes 229 another result of this bibel
kritik was the opinion that dogmas are likewise conditioned
by the time in which they are formulated for this reason all
religious instruction was to be approached from the historical
point of viewview there were those who like ludwig feuerbach
and david friedrich strauss had read the spirit of the time
into their negative interpretation of christianity and its central
figure christ strauss in his book der alte und derdefde neue
glaube questions whether we actually are still christians for
he says wennwerin wirwir als ehrlicheehrlicherehr liche aufrichtaufrichtigeaufnchtigeige menschenhenschenMenschen sprechenserechensp rechen
wollen so mussenm6ssenmassen wirwir bekennen wirwir sind keine christen
mehr 30 however as he suggests this does not necessarily
make us nonreligious wirwir konntenk6nnten immerhinimme rhin noch religi6sreligiosreligionrelirellgiosglos

ernst troeltschtroeltzsch aus der religi6senreligiosen beegungbewegungBeegung der gegenwarthgegenwartGege nwart neue
destichedeulschedeuticheDeuDeul ireescheticheirbe mundschaurundschauRund schau 21 jahrgangnahrgangJahrgang 1910 111IIIliilil ppap 1170 sqqseq the magic
of the sacrament and conditional infusion of grace which only promote
the search for miracles and the fantastic

27 rudolf C eucken der modernmodernemodeane mensch und die religion neue
deutsche mundschaurundschauRund schau 13 jahrgangnahrgangJahrgang 1902 11II p 681 a continuous re
action against the traditional form of religion itself

ibid everywhere the miracle isis being banished and a natural viewviewvienvren of
things isis receivreceivereceivingng recognition

E lemke die hauptrichiungenhauptnchtungen imim deudeutschenischen geisteslehengeisteslebengersteGeiste sleben derdefde ietletleflethenheuhenneu
jahrzehniejahizehnte und rhiihi splegelbildspsegelbild inin der dichtingdichtungdichlungDichtunglungfung leipzig quelle und meyer
1914 p 50 something that has developed gradually and its content limited
to the time inn which it was written

david friedrich strauss der ditealteallealreaire und derdeireiretsersef neue glaube 10 huflageauflageAu flage
bonn verlag von emil strauss 1879 P 94 we are no longer christians
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seinselnseinseln wenn wirwir es auch nicht mehr inin der form des christen
thums whrenwaren 31 friedrich nietzsche decried the virtues of
christianity and exerted with his destructive criticism a tre-
mendous influence on the intellectual and cultural life of the
late nineteenth century because of this influence it isis perhaps
not surprising that some of the features of the nietzschean
obermenschObermensch were incorporated into the christian lebensilebenski

deal of the last decade of the nineteenth century 32 literature
too felt the weight of nietzsche s keen mind and forceful per-
sonalitysona lity herbert cysarzcesarz points to this influence inin naturalistic
works der naturalismusNatural ismus halthaithilt sich zunachstzunhchst an nietzschesNietzsches
revolutionaresrevolutionkesrevolutionariesrevolution heskesares ethos an den willen zur macht und die um
wertungweitung aller moralischenmora lischen und religiosenreligi6sen werte 33 any-
thing that would destroy this will to power nietzsche con-
sidered a negative even immoral factor thus he condemned
christianity as the greatest negative factor of all for as he
alleges it puts a ban on all man s fundamental instincts and
impulses he saw the salvation of society not inin christian
altruism but in the domination of the wille zur macht and
the brutal self assertion of individual instincts he felt that it
was the social duty of the race not to subordinate the individual
to the group but to create a new type of personality the
obermenschObermensch who was to rise above what he regarded as the

meek and self effacing virtues of christianity nicht mensch
heithelt sondesondernrn obermenschOber0 bermenmenschsch ist dasdasziel34ziel

feuerbach marx comte and nietzsche were convinced
that faith inin god was disappearing never to rise again and
their atheism both believed and rejoiced in its own finality
transcendent god the friend of man as revealed through
jesus was rejected by these philosophers and their adherents
while at the same time the christian idea of man and his rela-
tion to god which had been welcomed at one time as a de-
liverance from the bondage of matter with which fate had bur-
dened man was now beginning to be felt as a yoke the afore

ibid we could still be religious in spite of everything even if our
religion did not take the form of christianity

wendland op circitclrat p 445
herbert cysarzcesarz von schillerSchil lesleiies zu nietzsche halle an der saale M

niemeyer 1928 p 302 naturalism clings first of all to nietzsche s rev
olutionary ethos the will to power and the revaluation of all moral and re
ligiouslegious valuesalues

3 friedrich nietzsche weffweke 15 und 16 bande deiderdefdey Wirvilleirlilletileilletiie zurzuizaizat macht
leipzig alfred kroner verlag 1911 XV ppap 302 sqqseq XVIxv1 ppap 341 sqqseq
not humanity but superman is the goal
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said thinkers argued that man would forfeit his self esteem
and be unable to develop in freedom unless he broke first with
the church and then with the transcendent being upon whom
according to christian tradition he was dependent this urge to
break with god and church increased in scope and momentum
until after several phases and vicissitudes it came to a head in
the most daring and destructive form of atheism absolute

humanism which claims to be the only genuine kind and in-
evitablyevitably regards a christian humanism as absurd 35

toward the end of the nineteenth century when naturalism
was beginning to fall into disrepute there developed in spite
of the previously mentioned and still largely prevalent anti-
christian and antireligiousanti religious sentiments and trends ein an
schwellenschmellenschwellen der religiosenreligi6sen welle not in the sense of a positive
christianity which was still undergoing attack but inin the form
of wiederkehr zur metaphysikmetaphysis und drang nach dem ewi
gen 36 gradually some of the intellectual leaders were becom-
ing aware of what seemed to them to be an important social
truth man cannot organize the world for himself without
god because an exclusive naturalistic humanism is self defeat
ing consequently many advocated a return to god but some
insisted that it be done on a personal basis and not through the
mediation of church or priesthood modernism in the roman
catholic church and the growing liberalism in the protestant
churches did not signify a dislike for religious values as such
for as a matter of fact both clergyman and layman erstrebten
im gegenteilGegen teil eine gr6sseregrosseregrossertgrossere verinnerlichung 37 they felt a need
for a new expression of religious truth that would conform to
the religious mood of the time for traditional dogma and
institutional religion were looked upon with disdain

in an age in which man s primary interest centers in the
cultural developments and problems of the day and hour one
can expect to find a reflection of this interest in literature in
this regard german literary naturalism was certainly no excep-
tion the time was ripe for a literary revolution not only in
germany but throughout europe writers were no longer

hennihenri de lubacaubac the drama of atheist humanism trans edith M
riley new york sheed and ward 1950 ppap 5 sqqseq

johannes mumbauer die deutsche DiDichchiungfungtung der neuesten zelizelfze it freiburg
im breisgauBreisgau herder und co 1931 1I p 115 return to metaphysics and
a longing for the eternal

lemke op atcitcirclr p 46 were striving on the contrary for a greater
intensification of religious values
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interested inin the world of the past they focussedcussedfb theirthen attention
on the social problems of the present there was no room for
timidity and moral cowardice in the opinion of carl bleibtreu
an influential german writer of this period the first and most
important task of literature isis sich der grossen zeitfragenZeitfragen zu
bemachtigenbemhchtigen 38 adherence to the principle of aartyart1 artari pour I11 art
was considered a capital offenseoftense against the naturalistic creed
true literature was no longer thought to be the product of an
abstract love for art and aesthetic beauty as ends inin themselves
but on the contrary it had to be born of a leidenschaftliche
theilnahmeTheil nahme an den schmerzen und freuden der mitwelt 39

this new literature and art was to be naturalistic inin every detail
to quote wilhelm dilthey

sie die literaturliteratorLitera tur will clasdascias wirklicheWirkliche sehen lassen
wiewie es ist und analysieren sie will die anatomieanatolieAnatomie und physiophysia
logie eineselneseineselnes gegebenengegebenen tells der Wirklichwirklichkeitwirklichkeifckeitkelt seinselnseinseln was heute
urnum uns menschlichmenschlich gesellschaftlichgeselischaftlich lebtdebt atmetahmet und pulsiertpul siert
was jeclerjederdecler an seinernseineraseinemheinem eigeneneugenen leben und an seinerselnerseinersetner eigeneneugenen
seele erfahrt das will siesie solange es demdern messer der wis
senschaftkenschaftsenschaft noch nicht verfallenverfallen istisrist unter ahrihr eigeneseikenes beziersezier
messer nehmen 40

this was the spirit of a new age the spirit of sciencescience making
itself felt inin the world of literature and art it was what wil
helm 1361bolsche1361scheboelschesche had demanded inin his die natanatw naturwissenschafilichenwissenschaftlichen
grundlagenGrund lagen der poesie 41

one can readily understand why the german people when
confronted with social and philosophical forces of the magni-
tude of those just mentioned began seriously and critically to
analyze their own religious beliefs in summary because chris-
tianity had been attacked some individuals attempted to bring
about social and religious reforms within the christian church
others sought to establishreestablishre their religious faith apart from the

carl bleibture Revorevolutionlulion der literatorliteraturliteralurLiteraLiteraluralumturfartaf leipzig verlag von wilhelm
friedrich 1886 p 13 make oneself master of the great problems of the
time

ibid enthusiastic interest inin the sorrows and loysjoys0ysoysays of that generation
wilhelm dilthey gesammelte schriftenschnftenSchriftschriffenen 6 band die geistigegeistige welt

leipzig und berlin verlag von B G teubner 1914361914 36 p 243 it lit
eraturegratureera ture wants to let reality be seen as it isis and analyze it it wants to
be the anatomy and the physiology of a given part of reality whatever isis
humanly or socially alive around us whatever breathes and pulsates whatever
each person experiences inin his own life and inin his own soul that it lit
eraturegratureera ture wants to bring under its own dissection knife as long as it has not
yet been forfeited to the knife of sciencescience

boibolscheb61scheboelscheBol sche op atcitcirclr
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church and on a personal mystical basis although there were
people who became or remained indifferent to institutional
religion and ecclesiastical dogmas a great many principally
those whose faith had already ebbed or had been completely
shattered by the new social and philosophical ideas became
hostile to religion as such and particularly to christianity all
of these attitudes are well depicted in the creative literature of
german naturalism
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