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4 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

perhaps a better image of our occidental civilization than
the just landed pioneers is a church in italy not long ago I1

stood on the piazza michelangelo looking down on the little
city of florence which as you know was once the cultural
capital of europe I1 could see the broad dome of the cathedral
and beside it the campanile of giotto this bell tower cre-
ated by the so called father of renaissance art has been
widely admired and imitated in europe and even the new
world

although the bell tower is a beautiful structure it is also
a colossal irony it must make giotto unhappy as he walks with
his friend dante in some spirit realm for it is not what he
intended oh yes he designed what we see but he intended
a soaring spire which would have meant an addition of more
than 80 feet to the height the spire would have given the
cathedral a markedly different character towering above
that mass of marble with its elaborate geometrical figures
and even well above the dome the bell tower would not only
have summoned people to worship it would have said there
below is a man made mountain of stones and pillars of dark
against white symbolizing man s mixture of love and violence
but we can all at our best detach ourselves as this bell tower
is detached and send our thoughts rising with unity fuelledquelled
by despairing hunger or hope up into the highest places as
this spire does

but if my sources are correct construction of this cam-
panile was halted just at the point where the spire was to
have begun and a little hump of a roof was put on at a level
far below what giotto had visualized

that bell tower splendid as it may be is truncated de-
capitated it is like the statue of david with the head lopped
off the head with its eyes of serene courage gone

that spire would have lifted high above the dome of our
lady of the flower and high above the tower of the signoria
which is now the loftiestloftiest structure in florence a collared
pinnacle of sturdy secularity it would have transfiguredtrans figured the
landscape as well as the cathedral itself and made another
florence than the one we see from the hills on either side
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POETRY IN THE FREE WORLD 5

As a matter of fact we do not of course need to con-
cern ourselves for the comfort of giotto s soul or for the
skyline of florence but the truncated bell tower is a symbol
of something vastly important to all western civilization

we find a dark interpretation in mary mccarthy s stones
of florence she declared that a terrible mistake was
committed here between giotto and michelangelo
that had to do with power and megalomania or gigantism of
the human ego obviously she means the exaggeration of
individualism the assumption of a demigodlikedemigodlike posture when
humanity shifted from a god centered view of the world
to a man centered view there is something to be said for her
belief the existentialist of a pessimistic cast of mind finds
that he cannot draw back from an isolation which however
gallant it may be is also grim and lonely As leo spitzer
averred man fears nothing more than isolation in
the universe

we need not however feel forced into ultimate despair
or even scorn of our individualism our task is not so much
to be brave during our last hours like the spartansspartanoSpar tans on
the sea wet rock who awaiting certain death before the
persian hordes sat down and combed their hair rather
our task is to recognize two factors the bounteousness of
our resources ill assorted and ill organized as they may be
and the possibilities for our creativeness amid the chaos

we can no doubt view the change between giotto and
michelangelo as a tragic error we can refer to the reform-
ation as the spiritual catastrophe which put an end to
the gothic age with its impetuous yearning for the heights
we can add that the vertical outlook of the european mind
was forthwith intersected by the horizontal outlook of modern
times

incidentally those last two sentences were written by a
protestant not by a catholic and besides that writer did not
think of the reformation as unrelieved calamity for he con-
ceded that the gothic age was marked by geographical con-
finement and a restricted view of the world

furthermore I1 feel that the enduring effects of the ref-
ormationor are owing to the stupendous advances of science
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6 BRIGHAM YOUNG university STUDIES

as we know it but in any event there appears to be no doubt
to repeat the phrases of C G jung that the vertical outlook
of the european mind was intersected by the horizontal
outlook of modern times further to quote jung conscious-
ness ceased to grow upward and grew instead in breadth of
view as well as in knowledge of the terrestrial globe this
was the period of great voyages and of the widening of man s

ideas of the world by empirical discoveries after nearly
400 years the leading european thinkers and investigators

came to regard the mind as wholly dependent on matter
and material causation jung felt that this horizontal per-
spectivespective was a reaction against the exclusively vertical per-
spectivespective of the gothic age but he was obviously not rec-
onciled to the prevailing tendency of our time to account
for everything on physical grounds 1

I1 would not however have you understand that I1 am
rejecting what has come to us since the renaissance the mech-
anical marvels and creature comforts and the avalanches of
knowledge which have poured down upon us from a hundred
peaks we can admittedly complain more about having too
much than too little one of our most serious problems is
one of assimilation to use a commission merchant s figure
we have carloads of food rotting on a million sidetracks
even so we have mental and spiritual dyspepsia we are
sluggish from overeatingover eating of facts As pictures of destruction
which could be wrought by new more terrible weapons are
flashed before us by our statesmen to frighten us into digging
nuclear bomb shelters or by red leaders to frighten our
statesmen we are coming to yawn in the stupefaction of over
stuffed children we are coming to feel that there is some-
thing unreal about these stories they sound a bit like tales
of giants and ogresagres used to frighten children into being
tractable

this problem of surfeit of overabundanceover abundance in knowledge
is not really too embarrassing most of us solve it by simply
ignoring the fact that facts are multiplying in every sub

C G jung modern man in search of a soul new york harcourt
brace 1933 ppap 1737173 7
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POETRY IN THE FREE WORLD 7

jecteject and next year will be multiplying even more rapidly
specialization and electronic devices in our computing centers
will help us digest the sheer mass for aid in interpretation
synthesis illumination we must have recourse to books of
inspired scholarship such as the phenomenon of man by
teilhardtreilhardTeilhard

what seems to me to be our most serious difficulty is our
need for spiritual readjustment certain kinds of radiation
can it is said affect a person for years without his becoming
conscious of them but having a cumulative effect they can
make him appear to suffer from sudden illness something
like that has occurred in recent centuries we went along
congratulating ourselves on becoming more worldly wise
more disciplined and objective in thought less subject to il-
lusion less subjective in fact and then something occurred
that convinced us we might have to pay more than daily toil
for what we had been receiving

I1 suspect that in times to come the reformation strictly
defined will take its place in history as a movement in crit-
icism of the roman catholic church and its instruments and
practices of the time it will be seen to have accompanied
the renaissance and to have shared in it but will take second
place to the broader reformation of human thought which
included the scientific and industrial revolutions conversion
to the principles of natural science as we modemsmoderns conceive
of it has been the great revolution and although in the main
we are grateful for all this wealth poured into our laps we
are still intensely aware of something else the malady which
leads to unhappiness even among those most favored there
is this paradox which causes us on the one hand to laugh
at the angst of the professed existentialist but on the other
to pity ourselves for possessing our own brand of deep
seated anxiety or dread or discontent not only german
but every language has a word for it several words for it
take your pick anxiety or dread or insecurity or disillu-
sionmentsionment or world weariness

you and I1 may disagree as to the reason for this sickness
of the soul but upon the existence of it we can find more
agreement than upon almost any other question of this ques
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