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Sidney Branton Sperry 

1895-1977 



Sidney B. Sperry 

Sidney Branton Sperry was born in Salt Lake City on Decem
ber 26. 1895, a son of Harrison and Josephine Titcomb Sperry, 

Ln 1917 he was awarded a B.S. degree from the University of 
Utah with a m:\jor in chemistry. After graduating, he was 
employed as a chemist by the United Stales Bureau of Metnllurgi
cal Research. He filled a successful miss ion to the Southern Stales 
from 19 19 to 1921. servi ng about twenty months as president of 
the South CaTolina Conference. He returned home from his mis
sion in J 921 and, on September t of that year, married Eva Lila 
Braithwaite. They became Ihe p:lrenls of eight children. 

Interrupting hi s seminary and institute teaching, he earned and 
was awarded a master of arts degree in Old Testament by the Un i
versity of Chicago Divinity School (1926), and a doctorate by the 
University of Ch icago Old Testament division of the Oriental 
Language and Literatures Department ( 193 1). Whi le working on 
his doctorate' in 1926, Dr. Sperry was appointed director of the 
Institute of Religion at the University of Idaho. Following his 
doctorate he did postdoctoral work in archaeology at the Ameri· 
can School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem (1931-32) , 

In 1932 at the end of hi s year abroad, Dr. Sperry joined the 
facuhy of Brigham Young University. His specia li zed study was in 
the field of O ld TeslamCni language and literature. He al so tau ght 
the New Testament and laller·dny scriptures along with courses in 
Greek history, Roman hi story, and mathematics. 

Most of the mntcrinJ in this biography lI ppe:lrcd ill the publication of ~ 
formcr Sperry Symposium. 
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From 1948 10 1954, Dr. Sperry was director of the Division of 
Religion al Brigham Young University, and from 1954 to 1959 he 
wa~ director of Grad uarc Studies in Religion, 

In May 1962, Brigham Young University bestowed Ihe Karl 
G, Maeser Distingui shed Teaching Award upon him. He re tired 
from Brigham Young University in 1971. 

Dr. Sperry was a major contribmor in the Know Your Religion 
series and gave speec hes in both the Assembly Hall and the LOS 
Bus iness College in Salt Lake City, He was an earl y particip::mt in 
the education week programs conducted by Brigham Young Un i
versity and gave lectures for such programs in Utah , Idaho, 
Nevada, California, Washington, and Alberta, Canada. 

Dr. Sperry was widely known as an author. He wrote nume r· 
ous articles for the Impro vement Era, the Millennial Star, the 
!lIStrllctor, and the Em'igll. He also prepared lessons o r manuals 
for the Sunday School, the MfA, and the Relief Society genera l 
boards of the Church. He authored eighteen books. SOme of which 
arc Ollr Book of Mormoll, The Voice of Israel's Prophets, Palll's 
Life and Letters, th e Doctrine and Covenants Compendium. and 
the Book of Mormon Compendium. 

Dr. Sperry passed away on September 4, 1977, His funeral 
was held in the Joseph Smith Auditorium, 
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