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Editor’s Preface
As this issue of Studia Antiqua goes to press, a small handful of students are
making final preparations for the Students of the Ancient Near East Symposium
on Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphical Literature, which will take place on Friday,
December 7, at 9:00 am in rooms 3211 and 3223 of the Wilkinson Student Center.
Some of the presenters received ORCA grants to fund their research and others
funded it on their own, but for each of them the symposium represents a unique
and special opportunity to present their research in a professional artmosphere.
Dr. Daniel C. Peterson, Dr. Gaye Strathearn, and Dr. Stephen D. Ricks will also
be presenting at the conference.
This is the first issue of Studia Antiqua published under the auspices of the
BYU Religious Studies Center. This has been an invaluable resource. Devan Jensen
and Dr. Richard Neitzel Holzapfel, with their cadre of editors, have contributed
considerably to this issue. Without their expertise this issue would not have been
possible. Kent P. Jackson began this semester as our faculty adviser, but his new
position as Associate Dean of Religious Education prevented him from dedicating
as much time to Studia Antiqua as he felt was necessary. As a result, Michael D.
Rhodes has accepted the invitation to become our new faculty advisor. We look
forward to the dynamic he will bring to our publication. Also new to the ranks is
Dave Nielson, who replaces Justin Watkins as president of SANE. Justin is preparing to enter graduate school at the Catholic University, in Washington, D.C. Dave
Nielson is a senior in the Ancient Near Eastern Studies major with a Greek/New
Testament emphasis. An article of his can be found on page 95 of this issue. Dave
also recently submitted a paper to the Society of Biblical Literature’s regional
meeting and won an award for best undergraduate paper. He and I will both be
presenting papers at that meeting in Denver.
Readers may notice that our format has become somewhat malleable of late.
We have been experimenting with different formats, but we feel the present issue
represents our most productive blend of professionalism and clarity. The new logo
on the cover is a stylized depiction of the Students of the Ancient Near East logo.
The oil lamp is intended to symbolize one of the many aspirations of the study of
the ancient world: illumination of the past. It is our hope that students of the
ancient world will view Studia Antiqua as an opportunity for growth and maturation within their respective fields of study and as a forum for that illumination. It
is with that in mind that we present the fall 2007 issue of Studia Antiqua. Enjoy.
Daniel O. McClellan
Editor in Chief
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