
ALLEN D. BRECK
AWARD WINNER (2016)

The Allen D. Breck Award is given in honor of Professor Allen 
D. Breck (1914-2000), a founder of the Rocky Mountain Me-
dieval and Renaissance Association. As Professor of History at 
the University of Denver, he also served for 20 years as depart-
ment chair. As Professor Emeritus he became the historian of 
the University of Denver, writing From the Rockies to the World—
The History of the University of Denver.  His specialties includ-
ed medieval and church history, particularly John Wyclif.  He 
also taught Anglican studies at the Hiff School of Theology, and 
wrote, edited, or contributed to histories of Jews, Methodists, 
and Episcopalians in Colorado and books on medieval philoso-
phy, the lives of western leaders, and the relationships between 
science, history, and philosophy. In addition to his involvement 
with RMMRA, he was a fellow of the Royal Historical Society and 
belonged to the Medieval Academy of America, the Western His-
tory Association, and the Western Social Science Association. 

The Breck Award recognizes the most distinguished paper given 
by a junior scholar at the annual conference. 

This year’s recipient is Samantha Dressel, doctoral candidate in 
English at the University of Rochester.
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