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PHILIPPINE-SPANISH LITERATURE
THE DECLINE OF ART IN A HISTORIC SETTING

Spanish political domination of the Philippines officially
ended in 1898, but cultural influence from Spain has extended
much farther and even to our own time. It continues to prevail
in the Roman Catholic Church, which remains the most outstanding
legacy. It is also made manifest in social customs, family
names, the basic legal system, the political sub=-structure,
certain foods, and a wide smattering of Castilian vocabulary in
the various native languages and dialects.

However, an obvious and somewhat startling deviation from
the above 1listing is the fact that, contrary to other former
colonies of Spain, even Puerto Rico and the African republic of
Equatorial Guinea, the Philippines stands alone as the one nation
never entirely penetrated by the Spanish language. Many
Filipinos themselves are at a loss to explain this situation, and
many theories of sorts have been offered to clarify the
phenomenon.

By way of example, Manila and Los Angeles are both old
Spanish cities. Both were founded in remote areas of the Spanish
Empire. Both fell under the influence of the United States, and
vet, there is more Spanish spoken in Los Angeles alone than in
the entire Philippines! Of course, it 1is only fair to mention
-the close proximity of California and Mexico, but on the other
hand, New York, which never was a Spanish city, also has a

greater number of people who are native speakers of the language.
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In the case of the Philippines, why is this so and why did
it happen? Here are some theories that have been put forth to

answer this question:

1. Isolation
2. The Attitude of the Early Missionaries
3. The Attitude of the Filipinos

4. Limited Mestizaje and Spanish Settlement

5. The Attitude of the American Administration

6. The Passing of the Hispanized Generation

7. The Devastating Effects of World War II

8. The Acceptance of Tagalog as a National Language
9. The Growth and Constant Use of English

10. The Diminution of Public Media in Spanish
11. The Lack of Direct Contact Between the Hispanized Elite
and the Filipino Masses

The geographical isolation of the Philippines from the
Metropoli cannot be denied. The annual crossing of the Pacific
by the Manila galleons to Acapulco and thence to Spain, was
hazardous and time~-consuming. In the latter half of the 18th
century and in the greater part of the 19th, voyages to Spain
were made by way of the Cape of Good Hope, which had been closed
previously to Spanish shipping. The completion of the Suez Canal
in 1867 considerably shortened the length of travel, but by that
time, Spanish rule in the Islands was also ebbing to a close.

The early missionaries, and particularly the friar orders

and corporations, have been blamed for keeping the natives in
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ignorance despite the fact +that there was a royal decree
prohibiting them, on paper at least, from doing so. Thus, the
language was never diffused among the people as a whole.

This may well have been the case in some instances, but
cannot be applied to all situations. Filipinos of means did
attend school in the Spanish Period, albeit in limited capacity,
as is attested by the life of José Rizal. Universities, which
were already ancient when the American Thomasites arrived, had
been previously founded by the =zealous Spaniards. There ‘also
seems to have been some limited attempt to establish a system of
general public education. The Jesuit Letters of Mindanao
describe the efforts of +the Missionary Fathers to educate the
natives in schools and reduction centers.

It has also been suggested that the Filipinos had their own
mental bloc and utterly refused +to learn what was graciously
offered to them. Rizal himself seemed to Dbelieve that the
majority would never speak Spanish. However, this argument is
seemingly contradicted by the number of Filipinos who did learn
the language and became proficient in the 1literature under
discussion. There is also a traditional love of it in the minds
of those who are loathe to see it die. Of course, it is only
fair to add that it was learned and appreciated only by the elite
groups. But, on the other hand, the masses could never have
absorbed what was not presented to them because of social and
economic privation. However, it must always be remembered that a

language can only be wused by the people who speak it, and



