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Introduction

John W. Welch

In 1978, my colleagues and | completed our work on Chiasmus in Antiquity, which was published in 1981 by
Gerstenberg Verlag in Hildesheim, Germany. That volume contained a bibliography generated mainly by Robert F.
Smith.

Over the past two decades, | have continued to collect bibliographical information on numerous books and articles
that either speak about or make use of chiasmus. Those additional sources have been included here, expanding the
earlier bibliography, in an effort to be as comprehensive as possible. These items are presented alphabetically by
author, and again in four main categories. Brief annotations and a citation index have also been supplied.

No bibliography of this kind, however, is ever going to achieve anything even approaching perfection or
completeness. Titles, indices, and abstracts of most publications do not usually indicate the presence of chiastic
analysis or commentary in those works. Accordingly, running across such sources is often a matter of
happenstance. Readers are invited to send further entries to the Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon
Studies. Additional items will gladly be included in future updates of this bibliography.

I am grateful especially to Daniel McKinlay who has worked together with me in gathering this information. For
carefully processing the submissions under Mel Thorne’s direction, Alison Coutts, Claire Foley, and Wendy

Thompson receive our deepest gratitude.

Over the years, the phenomenon of inverted word orders has intrigued many students of biblical and other
literatures, as this sizeable bibliography amply demonstrates. Research into the presence and significance of
chiasmus has borne good fruit in the past. Aided now by the many works listed below, this area of study promises

even further yields of interesting insights.

John W. Welch Provo, Utah January 1999



Alphabetical by Author

Abbott, Edwin A. Johannine Grammar. London: Black, 1905.

Abbott, Thomas K. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles to the Ephesians and to the Colossians.
Edinburgh: ICC, 1897.

Albright, William F., and Christopher S. Mann. Matthew. Anchor Bible, vol. 26. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1971.
Alden, Robert L. "Chiastic

Psalms: A Study in the Mechanics of Semitic Poetry in

Psalms 1-50!" JEVTIS 17 (1974): 11-28]

Ps. 42-43, ABCBAABCBAI.

———"Chiastic Psalms (2): A Study in the Mechanics of Semitic Poetry in

Psalms 51-100." JEVTS 19 (1976): 191-200.

———."Chiastic Psalms (3): A Study in the Mechanics of Semitic Poetry in

Psalms 101-50, JEvTS 21 (1978): 199-210.

Aletti, Jean N. "LArgumentation paulinienne en Rm 9." Biblica 68/1 (1987): 41-56 [Rom. 9:6-29, ABCCBA,
9:14-24, ABCCBA; 9:24, ABBA].

———"Rm 1,18-3,20: Incohérence ou cohérence de I'argumentation paulinienne?" Biblica 69 (1988): 47-62
[Rom. 2:14-26, ABBA (p. 49, citing Bassler)].

Allen, Ward, ed. and trans. Translating for King James, Being a True Copy of the Only Notes Made by a Translator of King
James's Bible, [etc.] Taken by the Reverend John Bois, [etc.]. Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1969
[Philem. 1:5; see also Novi Testamenti libri omnes recens nunc editi, etc. Isaaci Casauboni in Novi Test. libros
notae. Geneva: Vignon, 15871.

Alonso-Schokel, Kénig di L. Estudios de Poética Hebrea. Barcelona: Flors, 1963.

———."The Poetic Structure of Psalm 42-43." JSOT 1 (1976): 4-11.

Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Poetry. New York: Basic, 1985 [Ps. 36:7; 90].

Alter, Robert, and Frank Kermode, eds. The Literary Guide to the Bible. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1987

[Gen. 22:3-14, ABBA; 27:1-28:5, ABCCBA; 32:22a-31b, ABX(axa)BA; 33:9-11, ABCDXDCBA; 1- 2 Kgs.,
ABCDCBA,; Jer. 1-52, ABCDEFEDCBA; 20-40, ABCDEFGHGFEDCBA; Mark 1:1-11, ABBA].



Anbar, Moshe. "Changement des noms des tribus nomades dans la relation d’'un méme événement." Biblica 49/2

(1968):221-32 [Gen. 36-37, ABA].

Andersen, Francis |. Job. London: Inter-Varsity Press, 1976 [Job 4:2-5:27, ABCDCBA).

The Sentence in Biblical Hebrew. The Hague: Mouton, 1974.

Auffret, Pierre. ""Aie confiance en Iui, et lui, il agira’: Etude structurelle du Psaume 37." Scandinavian Journal of the

Old Testament 4/2 (1990): 13-43 [Ps. 37:1-8, ABBA; 37:10-20, ABCCCBA; 37:21-32, ABCDEFEDCBA;
37:34-40, ABCDCBA].

."C'est pourquoi rejouit mon coeur: Etude structurelle du Psaume 16" BZ 40 (1996): 73-83 [Ps. 16:9-11,

ABCCBAI.

.""Dans ta force se réjouit le roi": Etude structurelle du Psaume 21." VT 40 (1990): 385-407 [Ps. 21:4,

ABCCBA; 21:5, ABBA; 21:2-5, ABCDDCBA; 21:2-7, ABCBAC; 21:3-8, AB(A)/(A)BA; 21:5b-7a, ABCBA;
21:9-13, ABCDDCBA; 21:2-14, ABCDEFGGFEDCBA; 21:6-14, ABCDEFFEDCBA].

."Dieu sauvera Sion’: Etude structurelle du Psaume 69" VT 46 (1996): 1-29 [Ps. 69:2a-6, ABCCBA; 69:2-

37,ABCDCBA].

_"Le Droit du trés-haut: Etude structurelle du Psaume 77" Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament 6/1

(1992): 92-122[Ps. 77:9-21, ABCBCA (citing J. S. Kselman); 77:2-13, ABCDDCBA; 77:3b-53,
ABCDCBA; 77:12-13, ABCCBA; 77:11-16, ABCCBA; 77:17-20, ABCCBA].

."Essai sur la structure littéraire de discours d’Athenes (AC XVI1 23-31)" NT 20 (1978): 185-202 [Acts

17:30, ABabaBA|.

."Essai sur la structure littéraire de Gn 12,1-4aa!" BZ 26 (1982): 243-48 [Gen. 12:1-4, ABCDDCBA; 12:3a,

ABCCBA; 12:1b-3b, ABCCBAI.

. "Essai sur la structure littéraire d’'Ex 14." Estudios Biblicos 41 (1983): 53-82.

. "Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 8" VT 34 (1984): 257-69 [Ps. 8:2-10, TCCT].

"Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 11" ZAW 93 (1981): 401-17 [Ps. 11:1-7, ABCDDCBA|].

."Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 15." VT 31 (1981): 385-99 [Ps. 15:2b-3b, ABCDCBA|].

. "Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 86." VT 29 (1979): 385-402 [Ps. 86:1-16, ABCDXDCBA].

."Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 90." Biblica 61/2 (1980): 262-76 [Ps. 90:1-10, ABCDEEDCBA].

. "Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 137" ZAW 92 (1980): 346-77 [Ps. 137, ABAABCARB].

."The Literary Structure of Exodus 6:2-8" JSOT 27 (1983): 46-54 [Ex. 6:2-8, ABAA.
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_"Et moi sans cesse avec toi: Etudes structurelle du Psaume 73" Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament 9/2

(1995):241-76[Ps. 73:4b-12b, ABCDEEDCBA; 73:15a-17b, ABCDEFEDCBA; 73:15a-28c,
ABCDEFGFEDCBA; 73:1-28, ABCDCBA].

."Notes complémentaires sur la structure littéraire des Psaumes 3 et 29" ZAW 99 (1987): 90-93 [Ps. 3 and

29,ABCBA].

."Note sur la structure littéraire de Lc 1. 68-79" NTS 24 (1978): 248-58 [Luke 1:68-77,

ABCDEFGFEDCBA,; 1:71-79, ABCDECBA].

."Note sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 3." ZAW 91 (1979): 93-106 [Ps. 3, ABA].
."Note sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 136" VT 27 (1977): 1-12 [Ps. 136:1-25, ABAABA|].

_"O Dieu, connais mon coeur: Etude structurelle du Psaume 139" VT 47 (1997): 1-22 [Ps. 139:7, ABBA:

139:19, xyyx; 139:3a-5a, ABYBA; 139:14-15, ABCDDCBA; 139:4a-5b, 16a-16d, ABCCBA].

."Car toi, tu as agi: Etude structurelle du Psaume 39." Bijdragen 51 (1990): 118-38.

."Quand Dieu se léve pour le jugement: Etude structurelle du Psaume 76" Biblische Notizen 84 (1996): 5-10

[Ps.76:8-12, ABCCBA].

."Qu’elles sont aimables, tes demeures!: Etude structurelle du Psaume 84." BZ 38 (1994): 29-43 [Ps. 84:6-

13, ABCDDCBA].

.""Quidonnera depuis Sion le Salut d’Israel?’: Etude structurelle des Psaumes 14 et 53" BZ 35 (1991): 217~

30[Ps. 53:6c-6¢e, ABBA; 53:2-7, ABCCBAI.

. Voyez de vos yeux: Etude structurelle de vingt Psaumes dont le Psaume 119. Supplements to VT 48. Leiden: Brill,

1993 [various systems, including chiastic ones, in Ps. 52, 54, 55,56,57,58,59, 60, 62, 64, 65, 66,78,79,
80, 85,91, 92,108, 119].

."Yahve Regne: Etude structurelle du Psaume 93" ZAW 103 (1991): 101-9 [Ps.93:3a-4c (AB+B)(A+B)(B)

(A)-(B)B)B)(BIANA+B)(B)(A+AB).

Baarlink, Heinrich. "Die zyklische Struktur von Lukas 9.43b-19.28" NTS 38 (1992): 481-506 [Luke 9:43-18:34,

A.O.Al

Bailey, Kenneth E. "Inverted Parallelisms’ and ‘Encased Parables’ in Isaiah and Their Significance for OT and NT

Translation and Interpretation." In Literary Structure and Rhetorical Strategies in the Hebrew Bible, ed. Lénart J.
de Regt, Jan de Waard, and Jan P. Fokkelman, 14-30. Assen: Van Gorcum, 1996 [Isa. 55:8-9, ABCBA,;
28:14-20, ABCDCBA; 1 Cor. 3:10-17, ABCBA; Isa. 45:22-25; Philip. 2:5-11, ABCCBA; Isa. 42:1-9,
ABCBA,; Isa. 53:3-4, ABCBA; 53:5-6, ABA; 53:7-8a, ABCCBA].



———."Parallelismin the New Testament; Needed: A New Bishop Lowth." BTrans 26 (1975): 333-38 [Luke 6:20-
26,27-31;12:33-34; John 5:24-29, ABCCBA, ABCBA].

———. Poet and Peasant, and Through Peasant Eyes: A Literary-Cultural Approach to the Parables of Luke. Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Eerdmans, 1983 [Eph. 2:11-22, A.Il.A; Amos 5:4-6, ABCDCBA; Dan. 3:13-30, ABCDEFFEDCBA,;
Luke 18:18-30, ABCDEFEDCBA; 2 Pet. 3:8-18, ABCDEDCBA; Gal. 3:5-14, ABCDEDCBA; others].

———."Recovering the Poetic Structure of 1 Cor. 1:17-2:2"NT 17 (1975) [1 Cor. 1:17-2:2, ABCDFGFEDCBA,

and numerous subunits].

———."The Structure of 1 Corinthians and Paul’s Theological Method with Special Reference to 4:17" NT 25
(1983): 152-81[1 Cor. 1:5-15:58, ABCBA:; 3:1-23, ABBA; each of five essays (1:4-4:16; 4:17-7:40; 8:1-
11:1; 11:2-14; 15:1-58) ABCBA; 9:19-23, ABCCBA; 10:14-22, ABCCBA; 11:2-14:40, ABCDCBA;
15:12-20, ABCDCBA; but see Terry (1996) at p. 15].

———."A Study of Some Lucan Parables in Light of Oriental Life and Poetic Style." Ph.D. diss., Concordia
Theological Seminary, 1972.

Baldwin, Joyce G. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. London: Tyndale House, 1972 [Zech. 9:1-14:21; 1:7-6:15; 7:1-8:19;
9:1-11:17; 12:1-14:2, ABCDCBCBDBCA, ABBCCBBA, ABCBA, ABCDCB, CBDBC].

Ballerini, Teodorico. Introduzione alla Bibbia. Vol. 2. Turin: Marietti, 1971 [Gen. 6:5-7:22, Aabcde DCEfDCdcgaAl.

Bammel, Ernst. "Versuch Col 1,15-20," ZNW 52 (1961): 88-95 [Col. 1:15-20, ABBABAAB, ABBAI.

Barbiero, Gianni. "Il testo massoretico di Prov 3,34 Biblica 62 (1981): 370-79 [Prov. 3:32, ABBA; 2:33, ABBA].

———."Die 'Wagen meines edlen Volkes’ (HId 6,12): Eine strukturelle Analyse." Biblica 78/2 (1997): 174-81[Song.
5:4-7:10, ABCBCA].

Bar-Efrat, Shimon. "Some Observations on the Analysis of Structure in Biblical Narrative!" VT 30 (1980): 154-73
[Ruth, 1 Sam. 29:1-11, Gen. 7:10-24, ABCCBA, ABCXCBADEXED].

Barnouin, M. "Recherches numériques sur la généalogie de Genesis 5." RB 77 (1970): 347-65 [Gen. 5].

Bar-On, Shimon. "Zur literarkritischen Analyse von Ex 12,21-27" ZAW 107 (1995): 18-30 [Ex. 12:3-6a,
ABCCBA; 12:6b-11, ABCDDCBA].

Barre, Lloyd M. "Recovering the Literary Structure of Psalm 15" VT 34 (1984): 207-11[Ps. 15, ABCDCBA].
Barrett, Charles K. "The Allegory of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar in the Argument of Galatians!" In Rechtfertigung:
Festschrift fiir E. Kdsemann zum 70. Geburstag, ed. J. Friedrich et al,, 1-16. Tibingen: Mohr, 1976 [Gal. 2:11-

3:4, ABCDEFGGFEDCBAI.

Barth, Markus. "Traditions in Ephesians." NTS 30 (1984): 3-25 [ABBA.



Bartina, Sebastian. "La vida como historia, en el prologo al cuarto evangelio." Biblica 49/1 (1968): 91-96 [John
1:1-18].

Bassett, Samuel E. "Hysteron Proteron Homerikos!" Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 31 (1920): 39-57.

———. The Poetry of Homer. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1938.

Bassler, Jouette M. "Divine Impartiality in Paul's Letter to the Romans! NT 26 (1984): 43-58 [Rom. 1:16-2:10,
ABBA and ABCDEEBDCA; 2:12-29, ABCCBA|.

Bauernfeind, Otto. Die Apostelgeschichte. Leipzig: Deichert, 1939 [Acts].

Baugh, Steven M. "The Poetic Form of Col 1:15-20." Westminster Theological Journal 47 (fall 1985): 227-44[Col.
1:15-20; Isa. 28:15-18].

Bazak, Jacob. "The Geometric-Figurative Structure of Psalm 136." VT 35 (1985): 129-38 [Ps. 136:1-26,
triangles].

———."Structural Geometric Patterns in Biblical Poetry." Poetics Today 6/3 (1985): 475-502 [Ps. 145:1-21; Ps.
34:2-8; Ps. 25:1-15; Ps. 37:1-40, triangles].

———. Structures and Contents in the Psalms. Jerusalem: Dvir, 1984.

Becking, Bob. "Divine Wrath and the Conceptual Coherence of the Book of Nahum." Scandinavian Journal of the
Old Testament 9/2 (1995): 277-96 [Nahum 1:2-8, ABA and ABBA; 1:9-14, ABBA; 2:4-3:19, ABA].

Bee, Ronald E. "Statistical Methods in the Study of the Masoretic Text of the Old Testament." Journal of Royal
Statistical Society A, vol. 134, pt. 4 (1971): 611-22 [general, tables].

Beentjes, Pancratius C. "Inverted Quotations in the Bible: A Neglected Stylistic Pattern!" Biblica 63/4 (1982): 506-
23[1Kgs. 19:10; Rom. 9:25, ABBA, ABAB].

Begrich, Joachim. Gesammelte Studien zum Alten Testament. Munich: Kaiser, 1964.

Bencze, Dom Anselm. "An Analysis of Romans 13:8-10!" NTS 20 (1983): 90-92 [Rom. 13:8-10, ABBAA/BBAAB].

Bengel, Johann A. "Chiasmus," "Epanodos,' and "Hysteron Proteron." In Gnomon Novi Testamenti. Tubingen:
Williams and Norgate, 1742. Reprint, 1862 [Heb. 3:12-14, 16-18, ABA].

Benoit, Pierre. "Review of Jacques Dupont’s ‘Les Béatitudes: Le Probléme littéraire, le message doctrinal" RB 62
(1955): 420-24.

Bergey, Ronald. "The Rhetorical Role of Reiteration in the Suffering Servant Poem (Isa. 52:13-53:12)" JEVTS 40
(1997):177-88[lsa. 52:13-53:12, ABBBBA; 52:14-15, ABCBA; 52:13-15, ABCCBA; 53:1-6, ABCCBA;
53:3, ABBA].



Berlin, Adele. The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985 [Ps. 46:10; Jer.
17:7; Ps. 132:13-14, ABBA].

Bertman, Stephen. "Symmetrical Design in the Book of Ruth!" JBL 84 (June 1965): 165-68 [Ruth 1-4, ABCCBA].
Bettenzoli, Giuseppe. "Gli ‘anziani di Israele!" Biblica 64/1 (1983): 47-73.

Betz, Hans D. Galatians: A Commentary on Paul’s Letter to the Churches in Galatia. Philadelphia: Hermeneia, 1979
[Gal. 5:17].

Beyerlin, Walter. Im Licht der Traditionen: Psalm 67 und 115: Ein Entwicklungszusammenhang. Leiden: Brill, 1992 [Ps.
67:2-8, ABCBA; 115:2-8, ABCBA].

Biays, Paul. Parallelism in Romans. Fort Hays Studies, no. 5. Hays: Kansas State College, 1967.

Black, David A. "The Discourse Structure of Philippians: A Study in Textlinguistics." NT 37 (1995): 16-49 [Philip.
2:2,ABBA; 2:5-11, ABCBAI.

———"A Note on the Structure of Hebrews 12:1-2" Biblica 68/4 (1987): 543-51 [Heb. 12:1-2, ABCDEDCBA].

Blass, Friedrich, and Albert Debrunner. Grammatik des neutestamentlischen Griechisch. 9th ed. Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 1954 [1 Cor. 4:10, ABBA].

Blenkinsopp, Joseph. "Structure and Style in Judges 13-16" JBL 82 (Mar. 1963): 65-76.

Bliese, Loren F. "Chiastic Structures, Peaks, and Cohesion in Nehemiah 9:6-37" BTrans 39 (1988): 208-15 [Neh.
9:6-37, ABCDEEDCBA, ABCCBA].

———"A Cryptic Chiastic Acrostic: Finding Meaning from Structure in the Poetry of Nahum." Journal of Translation
and Text Linguistics 7/3 (1995): 48-81 [Nahum 1:2-11, A.lLA; 1:12-13, ABA; 1:14, ABA; 1:15, ABA; 2:3-
13,A.L.A; 3:1-7, ABCDEFGHHGFEDCBA; 3:8-13, ABCDEFGGFEDCBA; 3:14-17, ABCDEEDCBA,; 1:6,
ABCCBA; 2:2, ABBA].

———."Metrical Sequences and Climax in the Poetry of Joel." Occasional Papers in Translation and Textlinguistics 2
(1988): 52-84 [Discrete chiasms throughout Joel].

———."Psalm 34, an Acrostic, Chiastic Poem." Paper presented at the United Bible Societies Translation
Workshop, Stuttgart, May 1984 [Ps. 25, 33, 34, and 145].

———."Relationships between Hebrew Narrative and Poetry: A Discourse Analysis of Isaiah 20." Paper presented
at the United Bible Societies Translation Workshop, Stuttgart, May 1984 [Isa. 20, ABCDEFEDCBA].

———."Structurally Marked Peak in Psalms 1-24." Occasional Papers in Translation and Textlinguistics 4 (1990): 265-
321.

Bligh, John. Review of Carmen Christi, Philippians 2:5-11 in Recent Interpretation and in the Setting of Early Christian
Worship, by R. P. Martin. Biblica 49 (1968): 127-29.



———. Galatians: A Discussion of St. Paul’s Epistle. London: St. Paul, 1969 [36 patterns in Galatians; 15 patternsin
Acts; 1 Cor. 9:19-22, ABCCBA; Didaché, ABCDEFGFEDCBA.

———. Galatians in Greek: A Structural Analysis of Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians. Detroit: University of Detroit Press,
1966 [gives 48 chiasmic patterns in Galatians].

———."The Structure of Hebrews." Heythrop Journal 5 (1964): 170-77 [Hebrews, ABABCARB].

Blomberg, Craig L. "Midrash, Chiasmus, and the Outline of Luke's Central Section." In Gospel Perspectives: Studies in
Midrash and Historiography, ed. Richard France and David Wendham, 3:217-61. Sheffield: JSOT Press,
1983 [Luke 5:27-19:10; 10:25-18:18,21-18:17; 9:51-19:48; 10:25-18:14, ABCDEEDCBA,
ABCDEFGGFEDCBA, A.KK.A A.J.Al

———."The Structure of 2 Corinthians 1-7." Criswell Theological Review 4 (fall 1989): 3-20[2 Cor. 1-7].

Boadt, Lawrence. "The A:B:B:A Chiasm of Identical Roots in Ezekiel" VT 25 (1975): 693-99 [Ezek. 15:4a, ABBA;
17:24, ABBA:; 19:2b-3a, ABBA: 32:7-8a, ABBA; 36:26, ABBA; 21:27, ABBA; Nahum 2:12b-13a, ABBA].

———."The Poetry of Prophetic Persuasion: Preserving the Prophet’s Persona' CBQ 59 (1997): 1-21 [Ezek. 15-
24, ABCDEFEDCBA].

Boccaccio, Petrus, and Guido Berardi. Bereshit-Gn 1-11. Rome: Fano, 1960 [Gen. 1-11].

Boda, M. J. "Chiasmus in Ubiquity: Symmetrical Mirages in Nehemiah 9." JSOT 71 (1996): 55-69 [discusses
criteria to test the most frequent errors of rhetorical analysts who have claimed chiastic structures in
Hebrew compositions].

Boismard, Marie E. Le Prologue de Saint Jean. Paris: Editions du Cerf, 1953 [John 1].

Boling, Robert G. Judges. Anchor Bible, vol. 6A. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1975 [Judges, ABCBA].

Boogaart, Thomas A. "Stone for Stone: Retribution in the Story of Abimelech and Shechem." JSOT 32 (1985): 45-
56 [Judg. 9:56-57, ABBA].

Borgen, Peder. "Observations on the Targumic Character of the Prologue of John!" NTS 16 (1979): 288-95 [Gen.
1:1-5; John 1:1-5, ABCCBA].

Borig, Ranier. Der wahre Weinstock: Untersuchungen zu Johannes 15:1-10. Munich: Kosel, 1967 [John 15:9,
ABCBA].

Boring, M. Eugene. "The Unforgivable Sin Logion Mark 3:28-29/Matt 12:31-32/Luke 12:10: Formal Analysis and
History of the Tradition." NT 18 (1976): 258-79 [Mark 3:29; Matt. 12:32, ABBA].

Bourke, J. "Le Jour de Yahve dans Joel! RB 66 (1959): 5-31, 191-212 [Joel 3-4, ABCBA; 2 Sam. 21-24,
ABCCBA].



Bouttier, M. "La Vie du chrétien en tant que service de la justice pour la sainteté: Romains 6:15-23." In Battesimo e
Giustiziain Rm 6 e 8, ed. Lorenzo De Lorenzi, 127-54. Rome: Abbazia S. Paolo fuorile Mura, 1974.

Bouwman, G. "Noch einmal Rémer, 1, 21-32." Biblica 54 (1973): 411-16 [Rom. 1:21-32, ABCXCBA].

Boys, Thomas. Key to the Book of Psalms. London: Seeley, 1825 [several examples].

———. Tactica Sacra. London: Hamilton, 1824 [several examples].

Bratcher, Robert G., Albertus J. Klijne, and William A. Smalley, eds. Understanding and Translating the Bible: Papers in
Honor of Eugene A. Nida. New York: American Bible Society, 1974.

Breck, John. "Biblical Chiasmus: Exploring Structure for Meaning." Biblical Theology Bulletin 17 (Apr. 1987): 70-75
[Rom. 8:9-11, ABCBAI.

———. The Shape of Biblical Language: Chiasmus in the Scriptures and Beyond. Crestwood, N.Y.: St. Vladimir’'s Seminary
Press, 1994 [Isa. 42:1-4: 49:1-6; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12; Matthew; Mark; Luke; John; Rom. 8:1-17, 9-
11; 10:9-10; 1 Corinthians; Eph. 5:21-33; Philip. 2:5-11; Rev. 3:7; 9:17d-18; 14:9b-11; 21:1-4; 1QS
3:13-4:26: 3 Maccabees; Pistis Sophia 61].

Brett, Laurence F. X. "Suggestions for an Analysis of Mark’s Arrangement." In Mark: A New Translation with
Introduction and Commentary, ed. C.S. Mann, 174-90. New York: Doubleday, 1986 [Mark 1:16-3:19,
ABCBA; 3:20-6:6, ABCBA; 6:7-7:37, ABA; 11:12-14:50, ABBA; 13:5-23, ABCDCBA].

Brown, Raymond E. The Gospel according to John. Anchor Bible, vols. 29 and 29A. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1966, 1970 [John 6:36-40, ABCBA; 15:7-17, ABCDEFGHGFEDCBA; 16:28, ABBA; 16:28, ABCBA,;
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Criteria for ldentifying and Evaluating the Presence of Chiasmus

Abstract: This article defines fifteen criteria one can use to measure the strength or weakness of a
proposed chiastic patternin a given text. The need for rigor in such studies depends primarily on how the
results of the proposed structural analyses will be used. Ultimately, analysts may not know with certainty
whether an author created inverted parallel structures intentionally or not; but by examining a text from
various angles, one may assess the likelihood that an author consciously employed chiasmus to achieve

specific literary purposes.

In recent decades, numerous passages in the Bible and elsewhere have been analyzed by commentators who find

those texts to be chiastic.! Some of the suggested inverted structures are convincing and illuminating; others
seem quite marginal. Some texts are strongly and precisely chiastic, while in other cases it may only be possible to
speak of a general presence of balance or framing. From these studies it is apparent that all possible chiasms were
not created equal and that in order to be clear in discussing chiasmus it is necessary for commentators to
recognize that "degrees of chiasticity" exist from one text to the next.

Some attempts have been made in the past to define chiasmus.? Lund, for example, proposes seven "laws" of
chiastic structures: (1) the center is always the turning point, (2) a change in the trend of thought or antithetical
idea is often introduced at the center, (3) identical ideas are often distributed in the extremes and at the center of
the system and nowhere else in the system, (4) ideas will shift in many cases from the center of one system to the
extremes of a corresponding system, (5) certain terms definitely tend to gravitate toward particular positions in a
given system, (6) larger units are frequently introduced by frame-passages, and (7) chiastic and alternating lines
frequently occur within a single unit. Obviously, Lund’s "laws" are more descriptive than they are definitive; they
describe features that are common to many chiastic passages, but they start from the assumption that the
passages are recognizably chiastic. Furthermore, Lund’s "laws" are riddled with subjective words like "often,"
"frequently," and "many;" leaving unfinished the task of identifying the factors that are characteristic of strongly
chiastic texts or that describe the point at which it is appropriate to denominate a passage as chiastic. Accordingly,
this paper proposes a set of criteria a person may use to evaluate the degree to which chiasmus is present in a
given passage.

The need for criteria to identify chiasms was addressed in the book Chiasmus in Antiquity. There | explained how
the identification of chiastic passages involves both objective and subjective criteria. Objectively, the reader must
be able to identify significant, balanced repetitions in an inverted parallel order with a focus or shift at the center.

If any aspect of chiastic analysis is to produce rigorous and verifiable results, the inverted parallel orders,
which create the chiasms upon which that analysis is based, must be evidenced in the text itself and not

imposed upon the text by Procrustean design or artifice of the reader.’

Defining literary units and determining their beginning and end, however, often involve subjective judgment, as
does deciding which terms form significant matches in the two portions. Passages may vary in the strength of their
chiastic structure, for chiasmus lends itself to a variety of applications and arrangements. Analysts must be
cautious, for "where the inversion is less than perfect, . .. the analysis becomes much more complex and,

depending to a large extent on what is to be proved thereby, may become controversial"*



It is hoped that further thinking about criteria for identifying the presence of chiasmus will assist scholarly analysis
and exegesis of scripture in several ways. First, it should promote meaningful discussion about texts. A burden of
persuasion rests on any person describing a passage as chiastic. It is not sufficient merely to affix the label
"chiastic." Applying this termto a given passage must be justifiable; it should be possible for a listener to discern
whether a commentator has used the term properly or improperly, aptly or inaptly. Factors discussed below give a
framework upon which such a judgment may be made. Second, this effort to identify criteria should assist in
evaluating the degree of a proposed chiasm. Whether one passage is more or less chiastic than another can be
judged most securely on the basis of specific criteria. The following fifteen factors form a basis on which the
degree of chiasticity in a given passage may be assessed. Third, known criteria should assist in appraising and
appreciating the noteworthy characteristics of a text. Although evaluating any work of art is to some degree
subjective, it is usually possible to describe, for example, what allows one to judge a Rembrandt better than a Van
Holt. Likewise, whether a composition is chiastically praiseworthy, elegant, intricate, meaningful, or significant
must not be merely a matter of one observer’s predilection but something that should be communicable through

careful observation and articulate description.

Itis clear that texts can manifest varying degrees of chiasticity. Some passages are short, and their reverse parallel
order is obvious and noncontroversial. For example, Isaiah 9:21 reads: "(a) Manasseh, (b) Ephraim; and

(b) Ephraim, (") Manasseh; they together shall be against Judah." Genesis 1:27 reads: "(a) God created man (b) in
his own image; (b') in the image of God (&) created he him." The order of the Hebrew words in Genesis 9:6 is: "(a)
Whoso sheddeth (b) the blood (c) of a man, (¢’) by man (b’) his blood (a") shall be shed." The inverted order of the
words in these passages can be observed and verified objectively and concretely. In other instances, chiasmus can
also be concretely created out of linguistic features, as in poetic strophes that have chiastically varying numbers of
syllables, or where words appear in an order such that their cases (nominative-accusative accusative-nominative)
or genders (masculine-feminine feminine-masculine) occur in an inverted sequence. In such cases, it may be
debated what significance (if any) these arrangements may have, and whether they were intentionally created or
are merely accidental, but it is usually not hard to agree that the arrangement exists.

The degree of certainty about the spresence of chiasmus in a text usually varies in inverse proportion to the total
length of the text. In other words, the more spread out the proposed chiasm, the less certain the fact of its
chiasticity becomes, except in remarkable circumstances. Hence, the more extended the proposed chiasm, the
greater will be the need for multiple corroborating factors before the passage can be meaningfully described as
chiastic. Not every occurrence of repetition, balance, inclusion, or symmetry will amount to something that should
be called chiastic; otherwise one might purport to find chiasmus in a telephone directory.

Criteria

Several factors need to be addressed before one can establish the presence of chiasmus in a given text. The more
of these criteria that are significantly present in a particular case, the higher will be its degree of chiasticity. For an
illustration of the application of these criteria to a specific text, readers may wish to consult the paper entitled
"Chiasmus in

Alma 36" and a shortened version of that paper in Rediscovering the Book of Mormon.?

1. Objectivity. To what degree is the proposed pattern clearly evident in the text? If the process of identifying
chiasmus is to produce verifiable results, the inverted parallel orders must be objectively evident. If a proposed
chiasm consists of elements that are objectively observable in the text, rather than depending on distant parallels



or clever linkages that require imaginative commentary to explain, it is more likely that the chiastic character of the
textis strong and less likely that the reader has imposed an arrangement upon the text which he or she alone has
brought to it. The more evident an arrangement, the greater the degree of chiasticity. Alma 36 manifests a very
high degree of objectivity, for it features 26 key words or phrases that are identical or nearly identical in both the
first and second halves. At one point in Alma 36:20 the comparison between two elements is explicitly drawn.

2. Purpose. |s there an identifiable literary reason why the author might have employed chiasmus in this text?
Chiasmus is useful for several purposes, such as concentrating attention on the main point of a passage by placing
it at the central turning point, drawing meaningful contrasts, aiding in memorization, or emphasizing the feeling of
closure upon the conclusion of a lengthy repetition. Chiastic structures can enhance the sense of a passage in
ways that extend beyond the molecular meaning of individual words and phrases. It is more plausible to assert that
chiasmus exists in a passage when an author appears to have intentionally put it there for a stylistic purpose. The
likelihood of such intent on the part of the author should be assessed as it relates to the ideas and characteristics
of the text itself. Thus, in Leviticus 24:13-23, the style of chiasmus lends itself formally to the substantive content
of talionic justice. Likewise, in Alma 36, no better literary device can be imagined to convey the sense of conversion
—the complete reversal of spiritual attitudes and behavior—than does chiasmus; its turning point is purposefully

focused on the sacred name of "Jesus Christ, a Son of God," which appears twice at the center of the structure.

3. Boundaries. A chiasmis stronger if it operates across a literary unit as a whole and not only upon fragments or

sections which overlap or cut across significant organizational lines intrinsic to the text. These bounded units may

be short,® or they may comprise a full psalm or longer pericope.” That is, in determining whether a passage in the
Psalms is chiastic, one should consider the parts of the psalm as a whole. To the extent that the proposed structure
crosses over natural barriers, unnaturally chops sentences in half, or falls short of discernible boundaries in the
text as a whole, the more dubious the suggested chiasm becomes. A strong example of clear boundaries is found in
Helaman 6:7-13, aremarkable chiasm that encompasses the entire report for the 64th year of the reign of judges.

4. Competition with Other Forms. Chiasmus is more dominant in a passage when it is the only structuring device
employed there. Chiasmus becomes less significant to the extent that a competing literary device or explanation of
the arrangement of the words or thoughts more readily accounts for an apparently chiastic placement of
elements. For example, "Hickory, Dickory, Dock" cannot be considered strongly chiastic because it is primarily a
limerick.

5. Length. The longer the proposed chiasm, the higher its degree of chiasticity. In other words, a chiasm composed
of six words introduced in one order and then repeated in the opposite order is more extensively chiastic than a
structure composed of three repeated words. Having a large number of proposed elements, however, is not alone
very significant, for all the elements must bear their own weight. An extended chiasm is probably not much

stronger than its weakest links.

6. Density. How many words are there between the dominant elements? The more compact the proposed
structure, or the fewer irrelevancies between its elements, the higher the degree of chiasticity. Tightness in the
text is indicative of greater craftsmanship, rigor, focus, intention, and clarity. In assessing the density of a passage,
all significant words and phrases appearing in the system must be considered. What is disregarded or omitted is
often just as important as what is included. Thus, if a proposed chiasm involves only a few terms spread out over a
long text, it has a low density. Thus, for example, proposed chiasms covering the entire books of 1 Nephi, Mosiah,
or certain biblical books are less dense than the tight pattern found in Helaman 6:10 or Genesis 7:21-23.



7. Dominance. A convincing analysis must account for and embrace the dominant nouns, verbs, and distinctive
phrases in the text. Conversely, a weak construction relies upon relatively insubstantial or common words and
ideas inthe text. Accordingly, powerful chiastic structures revolve around major incidents, unique phrases, or focal
words, as distinguished from insignificant or dispensable parts of speech. The more significant the elements in
relation to the message of the text, the greater the degree of chiasticity. In the case of Alma 36, virtually all of the
words that figure into the chiastic pattern are dominant words in the account; they completely convey the essence

of Alma’s story.

8. Mavericks. A chiasm loses potency when key elements in the system appear extraneously outside the proposed
structure. The analyst is open to the charge of selectively picking and choosing among the occurrences of this
element if some of its occurrences in the text are arbitrarily ignored. What is omitted from an analysis is often just
as indicative as what is included when one turns to evaluating the creative success and conceptual value of a

proposed chiasm.® Again, to use Alma 36 by way of illustration, only three words appear in this chapter outside of
their respective sections in the chiastic structure.

9. Reduplication. If the same word or element appears over and over within the system, the likelihood is greater
that some other kind of repetition (including random repetition) is predominant in the passage instead of
chiasmus. Reduplication is not a problem in Alma 36—this chapter contains 201 words that appear only once or
twice; 58 words appear three, four, or five times; and only 42 words appear more than five times, usually in

balanced sections or in close proximity to each other.

10. Centrality. The crux of a chiasmis generally its central turning point,9 Without a well-defined centerpiece or
distinct crossing effect, there is little reason for seeing chiasmus. Inverting is the essence of chiasmus, so the
clearer the reversal at the center point, the stronger the chiasticity of the passage. The talionic formula stands
squarely at the physical and conceptual center of Leviticus 24:13-23. Similarly, nothing could be more central to
the dramatic message of Alma 36 than its well-defined centerpiece in verses 17-19, whose key terms are

Harrowed up | remembered Jesus Christ, a son of God Jesus
Christ, thou son of God | remembered Harrowed up no more.

11. Balance. How balanced is the proposed chiasm? Ideally, the elements on both sides of the proposed focal point
should be nearly equal, in terms of number of words, lines, or elements. It reduces clarity and focus when the two
halves of a purportedly chiastic passage are not balanced. Models of balance appear in King Benjamin’s speech,
where the chiasm in Mosiah 3:18-19 stands almost exactly at the center of the speech. In Alma 36, 52 percent of
the words appear before the turning point, and 48 percent appear afterwards.

12. Climax. A strong chiasm will emphasize the central element of the passage as its focal climax. Where the
concept at the center is not weighty enough to support the concentrated attention of the reader and to bear the
author’s paramount intention, the chiastic force of the passage is less than the case in which the idea at the center

is an important one.

13. Return. A chiasm is more complete where its beginning and end combine to create a strong sense of return and
completion. Second in importance to the central crossing effect in a lengthy chiasm is the way the chiasm begins
and ends. The overall structure becomes more apparent when the boundaries are clearly defined and where the
passage begins and ends similarly. Thus the journey into Alma’s conversion explains how it is that he knows that
one will be blessed and delivered by keeping the commandments of God, and accordingly one can see why Alma’s



words (Alma 36:1) can be equated with God’s words (Alma 36:30) as the story returns in the end to its point of

departure.

14. Compatibility. The chiasticity of a passage is greater when it works comfortably and consistently together with
the overall style of the author. Chiasm is more likely to be meaningfully present if its author used chiasmus or
related forms of parallelism on other occasions as well. If a proposed chiastic word order is an isolated
phenomenon in the writings of an author, there is a greater chance that the occurrence in question was simply
accidental. Accordingly, the fact that Alma makes remarkable use of chiasmus in Alma 41:13-15 enhances even
further the degree of chiasticity in Alma 36.

15. Aesthetics. Finally, there is room for subjective appreciation. Computers alone cannot identify chiasmus. Since
human readers must judge an author’s artistic success, further factors become relevant in assessing a passage’s
degree of chiasticity, such as the author’s fluency with the form; consistency in sustaining the structure, balance,
and harmony; pliability at the turning point (which yet does not draw undue attention to itself); and meaningful
applications of the form that do not resort to subtleties so obscure as to be esoteric or awkward.

Rigor

How rigorous should one be in determining whether the foregoing criteria have been satisfied in a given text? The
factors mentioned above indicate the types of questions that need to be asked in identifying and evaluating a
proposed complex chiasm. In assessing the results one obtains by asking and answering these questions, a text
critic will need to apply qualitative and quantitative standards.

How high a degree of chiasticity should be demanded before one can comfortably describe a passage as chiastic
depends primarily on how the results of the analysis are to be used. If the interpreter only wishes to identify a
general sense of orderliness or balance about the text, a fairly low level of chiasticity will support such an
observation. If, however, the researcher intends to use the analysis for more specific purposes (for example, to
interpret the precise meaning of a given word by contrasting it with a counterpart in the chiastic structure, or to
compare the style of one author with that of another), the analysis must be more rigorous. The bolder the
implications to be drawn, the greater the support the analysis needs.

The Intentional Fallacy

Anissue closely related to the question of chiasticity is intentionality. Although one should not fall into the trap of
the "intentional fallacy" (that just because a pattern is discernible in a text the author must have intentionally put it
there), neither should one assume the opposite extreme, that no chiasms were intentionally created. What factors
determine whether an author can be adjudged to have consciously (or subconsciously) created the asserted
pattern? How intentional does chiasmus have to be? Can these complex patterns (occasionally proposed as
embracing entire books of scripture) occur by accident?

It seems reasonable to believe that occurrences of simple chiasmus (like simple instances of alliteration, rhyme, or
other obvious literary effects) are consciously created in many cases. But such inversions can also occur out of
habit or convention, subliminally, subconsciously, and even inadvertently. Certainly many such simple effects occur

in literature written by authors who do not know the technical term for the phenomenon.

When more complex chiastic arrangements are involved, it becomes increasingly difficult to know whether the

author was aware he was creating or using the form. Nevertheless, the foregoing criteria can assist in establishing



a presumption of intent. Moreover, we need not demand a showing of premeditation in order to conclude that the

effect was "intentional." The following points seem relevant in discussing intentionality:

1. Degree of chiasticity. The higher the degree of chiasticity, the greater the likelihood that the chiastic structure
was created intentionally. Factors such as length, purpose, and compatibility are particularly probative or
persuasive when considering intentionality. Thus on some occasions the degree and precision of chiastic
repetition will be high enough in the works of a given author or in a particular body of literature that it becomes
highly likely that the author was aware of its creation. For example, it is plausible to believe that Homer and the
Homeric bards were aware of the structure involved when Odysseus in the underworld asked the shade of his
mother Anticleia seven things about how she died and how things were at his home in Ithaca, and then how she

responded by addressing each of these seven in exactly the reverse order.10 The length of this inverted text is
exceptional; the apparent purpose of the repetition is to aid in oral recitation; indeed, it is common in epic
literature for commands to be given in one order and for them to be carried out in the opposite order. In other
words, the discernible degree of intentionality may relate to the degree of chiasticity discussed above. The
stronger the degree of chiasticity in a passage, the greater the likelihood that the author was aware of it and
intended it.

By analyzing proposed chiasms thoroughly and from a number of angles, one can assess the likelihood that an
author consciously employed chiasmus in a given case to achieve a specific purpose. Nevertheless, one canrarely
speak with absolute certitude in this area, since few writers ever produce commentaries on their own works.
Moreover, there will probably be some circularity in one’s analysis here, for some of the factors used to determine
the degree of chiasticity presume some degree of intentionality (e.g., purpose), yet those factors will then be relied
upon in answering the question of whether the structure was intentionally created. Thus intentionality cannot be
proved directly in terms of degree of chiasticity alone.

2. The idea of intentionality. In asking whether complex chiastic patterns can occur by "accident," one may be asking
the wrong question or working with an erroneous model of "artistic consciousness," for the question of artistic
intent is not an either/or proposition. An author may have intended a passage—more or less—to be chiastic. One
must turn, therefore, to a broader model of the artistic process to discern in part how complex literary results can
be created "intentionally," yet without blueprints, charts, or handbooks. Consider, for example, the improvisation
of New Orleans Dixieland musicians. They ad lib, usually 8 or 16 measures at a time. While their music is
spontaneous and "unconscious" (they are not reading music and have not sat down to figure out in advance what
they are going to play), their complex rhythms, melodies, and chord progressions are nevertheless discernibly
regular, structured, and organized. One would not call their music "accidental." Nor would one call it strictly
"intentional." It fits, however, into a pattern, style, or convention that has become so natural with the jazz musician
that the music just comes out that way. An old banjo player, when asked around 1850 if he could read music,

innocently replied: "Can | read notes?. .. There are no notes to a banjo. You just play it'11

In aliterary context, some poets and authors working within a literary tradition may likewise create complex
artistic effects without being conscious of every facet of their compositions. Many people, notably children,
regularly employ complex rules of syntax and language without "knowing" what they are doing. T. S. Elliot was once
asked by a ladies’ literary group in Oxford to explain what one of his poems meant. As many poets would have
responded, he replied that he had no idea what the poem meant, explaining that it did not mean anything except in

the minds of his listeners and readers. Yet his poetry is by no means meaningless, formless, or random.



In much the same way, while the degree of chiasticity in some chiasms may be strong enough to claim that they
were expressly designed and implemented, one must expect that other chiastic patterns discovered by textual
exegetes were not methodically crafted by the author to conform mechanically to some rigorously prescribed
template. That does not, however, mean that the form was "unintentional" or "accidental"—the question of
intentionality is not a black-and-white matter. Instead, it may be possible that some chiasms emerged out of the
broader expressiveness of an author. Like the notes that sound good to the jazz musician who is deeply
conditioned in certain cultural patterns, the words felt right coming out that way, given the conventions and
structure of the author’s language and literary culture. As rhythm and blues are at home with certain musicians,
parallelism and chiasm were more a part of some languages and literatures than of others, as careful listening and

reading will reveal.

3. The eye of the beholder. Finally, it is possible in some cases to conclude that a proposed chiasm exists exclusively
in the eye of the beholder. If no claim of author intent can be mounted in a given text, this should be acknowledged,
but should not preclude a careful observer from still appreciating the way in which an underlying orderliness or
pattern happens to enhance the elegance and artistic achievement of the composition. If this is all that can be said
of a particular textual phenomenon, however, it will change the way in which the literary analysis of the passage

should be presented, what the analysis can claim for itself, and what conclusions or implications it will support.

In conclusion, | hope that the foregoing discussion will stimulate further thought and careful literary analysis of
texts. Most aesthetic forms of literature and art do not lend themselves easily to formulaic definition or complete
description, and the chiastic form is no exception. Thus it is not imagined that these proposed criteria will convert
the study of chiasmus into a science. Nevertheless, it is surely possible for those who are interested in identifying
and discussing scriptural instances of chiasmus to be clearer about their subject. Many proposed chiasms are
impressive and interesting; others appear to be contrived or unremarkable. Textual analysts should be able to
examine such instances of chiasmus and select among those that are better or worse, and then articulate reasons
why they think some are better constructed or manifest a higher degree of intentionality than others. In my
experience, chiastic passages manifest varying degrees of chiasticity. The criteria set forth in this paper are the
main factors | consider in appraising the strength of one proposed example of chiasmus vis-a-vis another. Having
advanced these criteria informally for comment in 1989, | now circulate these ideas more widely for further
refinement and possible use.
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