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Notwithstanding they being led, the Lord their 
God, their Redeemer, going before them, leading 
them by day and giving light unto them by night, and 
doing all things for them which were expedient for 
man to receive, they hardened their hearts and blinded 
their minds, and reviled against Moses and against the 
true and living God. (1 Nephi 17:30) 

One of the reasons Nephi quoted the prophets and espe
cially Isaiah was to prove that the God who would come to the 
Jews would be a Redeemer. He states clearly that "I read many 
things unto them [my brethren] which were written in the books 
of Moses; but that I might more fully persuade them to believe in 
the Lord their Redeemer I did read unto them that which was 
written by the prophet Isaiah" (1 Nephi 19:23). 

Forty-one times the Book of Mormon prophets refer to the 
Savior as the Redeemer, and never as the Deliverer. The central 
point of their witness is that the Messiah who would become the 
mortal Son of God would come in the capacity of the Redeemer. 
One of the clearest testimonies on this subject is that of Helaman 
to his sons Nephi and Lehi. To them he said, 

There is no other way nor means whereby man 
can be saved, only through the atoning blood of Jesus 
Christ, who shall come; yea, remember that he 
cometh to redeem the world. And remember also the 
words which Amulek spake unto Zeezrom, in the city 
of Ammonihah; for he said unto him that the Lord 
surely should come to redeem his people, but that he 
should not come to redeem them in their sins, but to 
redeem them from their sins. And he hath power 
given unto him from the Father to redeem them from 
their sins because of repentance; therefore he hath sent 
his angels to declare the tidings of the conditions of 
repentance, which bringeth unto the power of the 
Redeemer, unto the salvation of their souls. And 
now, my sons, remember, remember that it is upon 
the rock of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son of 
God, that ye must build your foundation. (Helaman 
5:9-12) 

Helaman's teaching gives insights into the reason the Jews 
rejected Lehi's witness of the coming Messiah. He insisted that 
the Messiah would not save them in their sins but only from 
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their sins and, further, he would not save them from foreign 
powers and potentates. 

Nephi clearly understood the nature of the ministry of the 
coming Messiah. An angel asked him, "Knowest thou the con
descension of God?" Nephi answered, "I know that he loveth 
his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all 
things" (1 Nephi 11:16-17). The angel then revealed to Nephi 
not only the condescension of God but also the love on which it 
was grounded. The term condescension means to descend from 
a higher to a lower state, to waive the privileges of one's rank or 
dignity. 

Through his vision Nephi understood that the condescen
sion of God manifested itself in two ways. First, the immortal 
God Elohim condescended to bring forth his Son through a 
mortal woman "after the manner of the flesh" (1 Nephi 11: 18). 
As Alma testified concerning the conception of the Lord: "he 
shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of our 
forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, 
who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and bring forth a son, yea, even the Son of God" 
(Alma 7:10). 

Secondly, the God Jesus condescended to be baptized by 
the mortal man, John. As the angel said, "Behold the conde
scension of God! And I [Nephi] looked and beheld the 
Redeemer of the world, of whom my father had spoken; and I 
also beheld the prophet who should prepare the way before him. 
And the Lamb of God went forth and was baptized of him" (1 
Nephi 11 :26-27). Through this condescension, the Savior 
showed the way for all men no matter how high- or lowborn. 
Nephi understood this and testified, 

I would that ye should remember that I have spo
ken unto you concerning that prophet which the Lord 
showed unto me, that should baptize the Lamb of 
God, which should take away the sins of the world. 
And now, if the Lamb of God, he being holy, should 
have need to be baptized by water, to fulfil all righ
teousness, 0 then, how much more need have we, 
being unholy, to be baptized, yea, even by water! 
And now, I would ask of you, my beloved brethren, 
wherein the Lamb of God did fulfil all righteousness 
in being baptized by water? Know ye not that he was 
holy? But notwithstanding he being holy, he showeth 
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unto the children of men that, according to the flesh 
he humbleth himself before the Father, and witnesseth 
unto the Father that he would be obedient unto him in 
keeping his commandments. Wherefore, after he was 
baptized with water the Holy Ghost descended upon 
him in the form of a dove. And again, it showeth unto 
the children of men the straitness of the path, and the 
narrowness of the gate, by which they should enter, 
he having set the example before them. And he said 
unto the children of men: Follow thou me. (2 Nephi 
31:4-10) 

Through this act of submission the Savior did two things: 
humbled his flesh to the will of the Father, and fulfilled his 
promise that he would show unto the children of men the way to 
eternal life. 

The love of this God manifested itself three ways during 
his mortal ministry. The first was in his service to others. Alma 
bore record, saying, 

The Son of God shall come in his glory; and his 
glory shall be the glory of the Only Begotten of the 
Father, full of grace, equity, and truth, full of 
patience, mercy, and long-suffering, quick to hear the 
cries of his people and to answer their prayers. And 
behold, he cometh to redeem those who will be 
baptized unto repentance, through faith on his name. 
(Alma 9:26-27) 

These verses clearly detail the attributes which the mortal 
Messiah would manifest during his ministry. Note how the 
scripture stressed the redeeming nature of his work. Nephi 
testified of the Lord's love as he saw 

the Son of God going forth among the children of 
men; and I saw many fall down at his feet and wor
ship him .... And I beheld that he went forth minis
tering unto the people, in power and great glory; and 
the multitudes were gathered together to hear him. 
. . . And I beheld multitudes of people who were 
sick and who were afflicted with all manner of 
diseases, and with devils and unclean spirits; and the 
angel spake and showed all these things unto me. And 
they were healed by the power of the Lamb of God; 


