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insights

61; and Michael Sokoloff, Dictionary of Jewish Babylonian Ara-
maic of the Talmudic and Geonic Periods (Bar Ilan Univ. Press, 
2002), 1107. I thank my friend Robert Smith for the last two 
references.

8. The transcription in the Book of Mormon of a Hebrew 
word would mask the difference because in English we have 
only the letter s for Semitic /š/, /ś/, and /s/.

9. There is some question about the quality of the sibilants 
in this word. It would appear that the Ugaritic cognate is ṯbš 
(see HALOT, בשס). The issue is complicated because the Ak-
kadian cuneiform script often does not distinguish between 
the sibilants /š/, /ś/, and /s/.

10. The theme vowel of the passive participle in Hebrew is 
/ō/, from an original /ū/, and the theme vowel of the stative 
verbal form is /u/. A stative verbal form denotes a condition, 
such as the Hebrew word meaning to be sick, maruṣ.

11. CAD, 17:4, s.v. šabāsu.

First-Time Nibley Fellows

Daniel Beccerra, New Testament/Early Christian-
ity, Harvard Divinity School; Paul Felt, Natural 
Language Processing, Brigham Young University; 
Blair Hodges, Religious Studies, Georgetown Uni-
versity; Jacob Moody, Near Eastern Archaeology 
and History of Antiquity, Andrews University; 
Jason Olson, Judaism and Jewish/Israel Studies, 
Brandeis University; Brady Pope, Hebrew Bible, 
Vanderbilt University; Elizabeth Tracy, Hebrew 
Bible, University of St. Andrews.

To date, the Institute has awarded 244 fellowships 
to 82 individuals.

LDS graduate students interested in apply-
ing for a Nibley Fellowship for the 2012–2013 
academic year should submit a completed appli-
cation form and all supporting documentation 
by July 31, 2012 (applies to both first-time and 
returning applicants). The Nibley Fellowship 
guidelines and an application form are available 
at maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/nibleyfellowships. 
Queries may be e-mailed to nibleyfellowships​
@byu.edu. ◆

Nibley Fellows, 2011–2012
Each year the Maxwell Institute awards Nibley 
Fellowships to LDS students pursuing graduate 
degrees (usually PhDs) in fields of study directly 
related to the work of the Institute—primarily 
work on the Bible, the Book of Mormon, early 
Christianity, and the ancient Near East.

Named in honor of the eminent late scholar 
Hugh W. Nibley, this fellowship program fosters 
the next generation of faithful scholars. For the 
academic year 2011–2012, the Institute awarded 
Nibley Fellowships to the following students:

Continuing Nibley Fellows

Matthew L. Bowen, Old Testament, Catholic 
University of America; Jason Combs, New 
Testament and Christian Origins, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Ryan C. Davis, 
Hebrew Bible/Ancient Near East, University 
of Texas at Austin; Courtney J. lnnes, Jewish-
Christian Relations, Cambridge University; 
Seth Korman, Ancient Mediterranean Studies, 
Vanderbilt University; David J. Larsen, Biblical 
Studies, University of St. Andrews; Daniel O. 
McClellan, Biblical Studies, Trinity Western 
University; Jacob Rennaker, Ancient Near 
Eastern Studies, Claremont Graduate University; 
Avram R. Shannon, Hebrew Bible and Early 
Judaism, The Ohio State University; Thomas K. 
Sowards, Hebrew Bible, University of Texas at 
Austin; Joseph Stair, Mesoamerican Archaeology, 
University of Kentucky. 
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