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Church had ten stakes in the metropolitan area and a total of fifteen in the state of Rio, and a 

temple was being built in the city.389 

 
Map of the location of all the current stakes in the state of Rio de Janeiro [Temples of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints, “Rio de Janeiro Brazil Temple: Site Photographs,” 
http://www.ldschurchtemples.com/riodejaneiro/construction/ (accessed January 26, 2016)]. 

 
 As this thesis has suggested, as long as the Church in Rio was American in its language, 

membership, leadership, and culture, it struggled to grow. Only as it became more Brazilian did 

it begin to increase significantly in size and strength. This transformation came through such 

notable steps as the translation of the Book of Mormon into Portuguese, and the transition to 

proselyting in that native language. It was also facilitated by the shift away from proselyting 

methods that emphasized the North American origins and practices of the Church, and by 
                                                 
 389 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, “LDS Maps,” 
https://www.lds.org/maps/#ll=40.71992,-111.235219&z=13&m=google.road&q=Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
(accessed Jan 23, 2016). 
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TRANSLATION INTO ENGLISH 
[Translated by Noel J. Hudson and the author.] 
 

LINEAGE LESSON   
Brazil North Mission 

December, 1970 
 
After confirming previous commitments with the investigator, proceed to the following dialog. 
 
We have explained some of the wonderful teachings of the gospel and the Church of Jesus Christ. 
A very important principle of the Church of Jesus Christ is that it is always guided by revelation. 
Let's read what Christ said about revelation in his Church. Read Matt. 16: 15-17. 
According to verse 17, how did Peter know that Christ was the Son of God? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Yes, Peter received revelation from God. Until then men said that Christ was John the Baptist, or 
Jeremiah or another prophet. But what did  Peter receive which made him certain while the 
others were wrong? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Perfect. Revelation is so important that Christ Himself said that His Church would be built on the 
principle of revelation. Would you please read verse 18? Do you think Christ would build His 
Eternal Church on a mortal man? 
 
-Answer- 
 
A church founded or dependent on Peter or any other man would be the church of any other man. 
But whose was the church that Christ organized? 
 
-Answer- 
 
In this verse Christ must be talking about some eternal thing on which he would build his Church. 
And this is the same eternal principle mentioned in verse 17. What principle is this? 
 
-Answer- 
 
1. The Church of Jesus Christ is built upon the rock of revelation. 
 
Exactly. Christ told his apostles that He would build His Church on the rock of revelation. In 
your opinion, Brother Nunes, what does revelation mean? 
 
-Answer- 
 
We can say, then, that revelation is communication between God and his servants here on earth. 
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And why is revelation so important? 
 
-Answer- 
 
We read in Acts one example of revelation in the church anciently. Read Acts 13: 2-3. How were 
Barnabas and Saul called to the ministry? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Let's see another example of revelation in the early Church. In the early days of the Church the 
gospel was preached to Jews only. But Peter had a dream in which he was sent to go and preach 
to a family of gentiles. This caused some conflict in the church, but when Peter explained that he 
had been sent by God to preach to the Gentiles, the Church accepted this new teaching. Why did 
they accept this teaching? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Then upon what principle it was the early church based? 
 
-Answer- 
 
And why does it have to be that way today? 
 
-Answer- 
 
2. All that the Church does and teaches is by revelation. 
 
When the Church was restored who was called by God to receive revelation for the Church? 
 
-Answer- 
 
But after the Prophet Joseph Smith was martyred was the Church without divine guidance? 
 
-Answer- 
 
So what did God do? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Since the time of Joseph Smith have always been prophets on the earth. As God says in Amos 3: 
7. "Surely the Lord God will do nothing, save He reveals his secret unto his servants the 
prophets." So what does God do when he has something to reveal to the Church today? 
 
-Answer- 
 
3. Revelation of God to the Church comes through the prophet. 
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I know that today we have a real prophet, and he is guided by God. Now, in the scripture about 
Barnabas and Saul we saw that they were called by revelation to receive the priesthood. Brother 
Nunes, in your opinion what is the priesthood? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Speaking of the priesthood Paul said: "Let no man therefore take this honor to himself, save he 
shall be called by God as was Aaron. (Heb. 5: 4) "Let's go back and see how Aaron was called. 
Here in Exodus 28: 1. According to this scripture how was Aaron called? 
 
-Answer- 
 
And even today, Brother Nunes, why does every man have to be called to receive the priesthood? 
 
-Answer- 
 
4. The man has to be called by God through revelation to receive the priesthood. 
(If this is someone who can hold the priesthood, use the following conclusion.) 
 
As you already know, worthy men in the Church 12 years of age or older are called to receive the 
priesthood. And by what principle are they called? 
 
-Answer- 
 
If a man is called by inspiration to receive the priesthood, should he accept this call? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Brother Nunes, if you are called by a servant of the Lord to receive the priesthood, will you 
accept this responsibility and this blessing? 
 
5. If called I will accept the priesthood. 
 
Previously it was revealed who could receive the priesthood. We've read about Barnabas, Saul, 
and Aaron. It was also revealed who could not receive the priesthood. Would you like to read 
here in the book of Abraham 1: 26-27. What does verse 27 say about Pharaoh and the priesthood. 
 
-Answer- 
 
That's right, Brother Nunes. The Pharaoh descended from a line that could not hold the 
priesthood. Let's examine this lineage to know its origin. You know the story of Cain and Abel? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Let's read the story in the Bible. Read Genesis 4: 8-15. Cain and his descendants received a mark 
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that distinguished them from other people. These people, the descendants of Cain, for reasons 
not fully known to man, were not entitled to the priesthood. For example, it was revealed to 
Abraham that Pharaoh, being of the lineage of Cain, could not hold the priesthood. Brother 
Nunes, we have seen how Aaron, Barnabas, Saul, and others received the priesthood because 
they had been called by God through revelation. Similarly, why didn’t the prophets grant the 
priesthood to the line of Cain? 
 
-Answer- 
 
To find out what the mark was that  was put on Cain and to learn how the prophets distinguished 
this line, we read Moses 7:22. Read Moses 7:22. How was this line distinguished from others? 
 
-Answer- 
 
And with respect to the priesthood, why was this group or lineage different? 
 
-Answer- 
 
6. God revealed anciently that the line of Cain could not hold the priesthood. 
 
To know what God has revealed about this people today, we need to go to modern prophets. 
Would you please read the underlined part of this brochure? 
 
Read the following part of the First Presidency letter published in "The Priesthood Bulletin" Vol 
6, no. 1 - February 1970. 
"Since the beginning of this dispensation, Joseph Smith and all the successive presidents of the 
Church have taught that blacks, while spirit children of a common Father, and descendants of our 
earthly parents Adam and Eve, have not yet received the priesthood, for reasons we believe are 
known to man." 
What does it say there about blacks and the priesthood? 
 
-Answer- 
 
That's right. Blacks who honestly seek the truth and want to join the Church may be baptized. 
But why doesn’t the Church confer the priesthood on them? 
 
-Answer- 
 
7. God revealed that blacks can not yet hold the priesthood. 
 
For this reason the gospel is not actively preached to the lineage of Cain. The prophet has told us 
to preach the gospel to those who are entitled to the priesthood. But let's read what God said 
about black people in the future. Read the following paragraph in the letter from the First 
Presidency, "President McKay also said that" One day in God's eternal plan, the Negro will be 
given the right to hold the priesthood. " 
What does the prophet say about blacks and the priesthood? 
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-Answer- 
 
I know this is the truth. And when that time comes, how will we know? 
 
-Answer- 
 
8. In the future when it is revealed by God, blacks will receive the priesthood. 
 
Do you accept the teaching that God reveals his will concerning his priesthood to the prophets, 
Brother Nunes? 
 
Well, I know this is the truth and that God really guides and directs the Church through modern 
revelation. Now, Brother Nunes, do you know if any of your ancestors was black or descended 
from blacks? 
 
-Answer- 
 
If in the future if you discover that one of your ancestors was black will you tell the President of 
the Branch? 
 
-Answer- 
 
Do you think that in this case you would remain firm and faithful to your covenants with God? 
 
-Answer- 
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APPENDIX B: Church Membership in Rio de Janeiro, 1940-1974 
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