
reunited with our family after we have died others understood that the function

of celestial marriage is for exaltation for instance case 7 the purpose of

celestial marriage is to help us to be exalted case 6 the aim of celestial

marriage is to draw us closer to god only case 12 did not express how she

understood celestial marriage

family most respondents reported that they understood that the function of

family is to bring joy for instance case 1 family can help us experience joy

case 4 the purpose of family is certainly to bring happiness and joy case 10

family is to bring joy case 2 the aim of family is to help us enjoy the gospel

our children and share our love case 12 the aim of family is to teach us

love others reported that they understood that the aim of family is to help us

become exalted make spiritual progress for instance case 5 when we have

a faithful family it will help us to go to the celestial kingdom case 11 the aim

of family is to help us grow spiritually case 8 the purpose of family is to help

us progress

word of wisdom all respondents reported that they understood that the

purpose of the word of wisdom is to bring temporal and spiritual blessings for

instance case 4 the word of wisdom brings good health case 5 the word

of wisdom teaches us how to protect our body how to keep the temple of god

spiritually alive case 6 it teaches us to stay away from problems when

observed will have great blessings case 8 the word of wisdom is to help us

to keep our body healthy because our body is the temple of god
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law of chastity most respondents reported that they understood that the

purpose of the law of chastity is to help us control ourselves case 8 the aim

of this law is to help us to avoid adultery case 9 the aim of this law is to

regulate us case 5 the purpose of the law of chastity is to help us control

ourselves case 12 this law teaches us to not mistreat our body which is the

temple of god others respondents understood that this law could help them

receive great blessings for instance case 4 observing this law will help me

get married in the temple case 11 the purpose of this law is to help us to

progress case 1 when this law is observed we can grow spiritually only

case 6 and 7 did not express their understanding case 7 I1 am an old person

this law does not concern me case 6 said nothing

tithing most respondents reported that they understood that paying their tithing

can bring blessings such as financial success for instance case 1 when

someone pays their tithing god will bless him we can have financial success

case 11 when observed god blesses me I1 have financial success case 5

when I1 pay my tithing I1 receive great blessings in return cases 6 and 2

when we pay our tithing we can have more money case 12 and 10 when

observed can bring blessings not necessary financial success only case 8 said

he understood that tithing is to test our faith

sacrament most respondents reported that they understood that the

sacrament helps them remind the covenants they have made with god for

instance case 1 the sacrament makes me think of my covenant of baptism
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case 11 the sacrament helps us remember the covenant we made with god

case 9 the sacrament helps us remember the covenant we made with the

lord others reported that they understood that the sacrament helps them

remember christs sacrifice cases 2 and 7

interpretation the initial analysis suggested that 11 of the 12 participants

expressed rational interpretation of the all the mormon rituals only one

participant expressed emotional interpretation case 1 of the 11 participants

who expressed rational interpretation half the cases did not interpret some

ordinances and norms of mormonscormonsMor systemmons belief selected in this study cases 2

6 7 10 11 and 12 for instance case 12 did not voluntarily interpret baptism

for the dead or the patriarchal blessing despite an effort to get an interpretation

from her about these she said I1 am not going to interpret these case 7 the

oldest respondent did not interpret law of chastity because she was too old to be

concerned with this law cases 2 6 10 and 11 did not give any interpretation

of the patriarchal blessing because they did not have any empirical

understanding about it note that these cases joined the mormon church in

haiti they explained that they had never heard about a patriarch in haiti case

6 also did not interpret law of chastity and she refused to say why all 11 cases

expressed rational interpretation of all ordinances norms and values of mormon

selected in this study most of them interpreted baptism as one of the steps in

the spiritual journey for example cases 2 7 8 and 12 said it is the first step

others interpreted baptism as a covenant for instance cases 3 5 and 6 said
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it is a covenant others interpreted baptism as a change in their life for

instance cases 4 10 and 11 baptism means born again

priesthood most of the 11 cases interpreted priesthood as power from god

for instance cases 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 and 12 it is a power of god of

the 11 only case 2 said it is a protection

temple all 11 cases said that the temple is the house of the lord a sacred

place for instance case 7 it is the house of the lord it is a very sacred

place

baptism for the dead of the 11 cases who did express rational interpretation

only 2 cases did not interpret baptism for the dead cases 6 and 12 all 9 cases

who did interpret baptism for the dead said it was an opportunity for the dead to

receive the gospel in the spirit world for instance case 11 said it is an act of

charity baptism for the dead is an opportunity for the dead who did not get

baptized in the true church to receive the gospel in the spirit world

holy ghost for all 11 cases the holy ghost represented a guide a comforter

or a protector for instance case 5 the holy ghost is a guide a protector

case 11 it is a strong voice telling you what to do and not to do in a situation

case 2 it is a companion that comforts us

patriarchal blessing of the 11 cases who did express only rational

interpretation 5 cases did not express interpretation of patriarchal blessing

cases 2 610 11 and 12 the patriarchal blessing for the others 6 cases was a

special blessing that tells us about our mission in this life what we might
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experience in this mortal life for instance case 4 it is a blessing that let you

know the things you might experience in life case 8 it a blessing that tells you

what might be fulfill in your life if you are faithful

celestial marriage of the 11 cases who expressed only rational interpretation

only 1 case did not interpret temple marriage case 12 most of them

interpreted marriage as a sacred bond for instance cases 2 5 8 9 10 and 11

said it is a sacred bond others interpreted marriage as a sealing for time and

eternity for instance cases 2 4 6 and 7 said temple marriage is eternal it

means sealing for time and eternity case 12 did not interpret temple marriage

family for all the 11 cases family is something holy for instance case 8 said

family is the essential institution in earth case 11 family is something

special

word of wisdom for all the 11 cases the word of wisdom is good principle

for instance case 12 it is a great and good law

law of chastity of the 11 cases who did express only rational interpretation

only 2 cases did not interpret the law of chastity cases 6 and 7 all the 9 cases

interpreted the law of chastity also as good regulation for instance case 9 it is

a good law

tithing all cases interpreted tithing as a good law for instance case 12 it is

a good law that teaches us how to share

sacrament for most cases the sacrament is renewal of the commitment made

in the waters of baptism for instance case 2 it is a renewal of our covenant in
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the water case 8 sacrament is a way to renew the covenant we have made in

the waters of baptism other interpreted the sacrament as a merely a sacred

ordinance for instance cases 3 7 and 8 said it is a sacred ordinance

case 1 is the only one who expressed rational and emotional

interpretation this informant expressed five emotional interpretations this

means that case 1 interpreted some mormon ordinances in terms of original

cultural frame reference in other words case 1 gave to ordinances such as the

temple baptism for the dead patriarchal blessing temple marriage and

sacrament meaning that reflect cultural established interpretation of past

experiences the six other rituals were interpreted in a rational way by case 1

that is to say somewhat the way the official doctrine defined them this means

that case 1 interpreted baptism priesthood holy ghost family word of wisdom

the law of chastity and tithing in terms of mormon doctrine frame of reference

for instance baptism was interpreted as representing a commitment to jesus

christ a gate one needs to past to gain spirituality priesthood was interpreted

as a spiritual power a power of god the holy ghost was interpreted as

representing a guide for us family was interpreted as a holy thing word of

wisdom and the law of chastity were interpreted as good principles

and tithing is interpreted as representing a good law while the temple is

interpreted as a place representing a sacred place but an act of pilgrimage

referring to voodoo pilgrimage baptism for the dead is interpreted as a mystical

practice like the voodoo practice of taking the dead out of water the
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patriarchal blessing is interpreted as representing a psychic reading similar to

that of a priest or priestess voodoo reading temple marriage is interpreted as

a mystical marriage like the managemariage mysteremyst6remystery or marriage with loas in voodoo

practices case 1 added both are eternal the sacrament is interpreted as a

sacred ceremony like the voodoo ceremony in which voodooist scarify animals

such as chicken and prepare a meal with the meat for participants case 1

explained the only differences between the two are those who perform the

voodoo ceremony do not have authority or the priesthood

the data show that out of the 12 cases only case 1 expressed emotional

interpretation that is to say interpreted some mormon rituals through haitian

cultural established meaning the other cases expressed rational interpretation

that is to say mormon rituals through mormon established meaning
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experience all cases did not participate in all mormon ordinances as the table below shows
table 3

experience

wwisd

lchastuchastlchase

bap

friesthpriesth

temple

bdeadadead

tmaramar

pblesspoless

mission

tithing

sacr

case 1

part

part

1994

part

no

no

no

part

no

no

part

case 2

part

part

1984

part

part

part

no

no

no

part

part

case 3

part

part

1986

part

part

no

part

part

no

part

part

case 4

part

part

1991

part

no

no

no

no

no

part

part

case 5

partpant

part

1982

part

part

no

part

part

part

part

part

case 6

pardpartpadd

1991

no

no

no

no

no

no

part

part

case 7

part

1981

part

part

part

no

part

no

part

part

case 8

part

part

1984

part

part

no

no

no

no

part

part

case 9

part

part

1995

part

no

part

no

part

no

part

part

case 10

part

part

1990

part

part

no

no

no

no

part

part

case 11

part

part

1981

part

no

no

no

no

no

part

part

case 12

part

part

1982

no

part

no

no

part

no

part

part

key partparticipatePart inparticipate mormon ordinances

nonotconot participate in mormon ordinances

wwisdword of wisdom lchastlaw of chastity bapbaptismBap priesthpriesthoodbaptism bdeadbaptism for the dead tmartemple

marriage pblesspatriarchal blessing sacr sacrament
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the analysis shows that not all 12 cases have full participation in mormon

rituals nevertheless some cases have a higher degree of participation than

others

dependent variables

discarding original cultural practices developing folk pietypieeplee

retainingreta elements of past practices

on the basis of the theoretical framework outlined in chapter two three

major dependent variables were considered discarding original cultural

practices developing folk piety retaining elements of past practices six

indicators were measured whether or not converts discarded original cultural

beliefs altered them developed folk piety or retained original tradition elements

drink problems of sickness major transition of life cycles eg divorce death

prediction of the future and problems of misfortune

discarding

of the 12 cases 11 discarded their original cultural traditions only case 1

did not descriptions of their behaviors regarding the six indicators described

previously can be found in the following tables
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chart I11
behaviors toward past traditions

discarding case 2 case 3 case 4 case 5 case 6 case 7 case 8 case 9 case 10 case 11 case 12

in haitian
culture
when
someone
catches a
cold
it is
encouraged
to drink rum
or other alcohol
when
something
unexpected
happens
such as a
misfortune
it is encouraged
to drink coffee
what do you
do now when
experiencing
such
situations

I1 take
tablets
and pray

use take use
medicine tablets medicine

and pray and pray

take use
tablets medicine
and pray and ask

blessing

use
medicine
and ask
blessing

use
tablets
and ask
blessing

take
medicine
and pray

take
medicine
and pray

take
tablets
and pray
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chart 2
behaviors toward past traditions

discarding case 2 case 3 case 4 case 5 case 6 case 7 case 8 case 9 case 10 case 11 case 12

in haitian
culture
when
someone gets
sick and
does
not know
for sure where
the sickness
comes from he
or she will go
see a priest or
priestess voodoovoodogoodo
what do you do
now in such a
situationsituation9situations

do

9

you think
dead family
can help
someone

who makes
foods
lights candle

or pours coffee
on the floor
for himhim9hima and
do you think
these can help
the deaddead9deada

I1 pray
and
see
authority
for
blessing

I1 dont
believe
in these

only
baptism
can help
the dead

I1 know
where I1 am
such
sickness
cannot
happen
to
me
because
I1 have the pray ask
priesthood

I1 dont think
dead can
help us
we help
them when
baptized
for them

ask for
priesthood
blessing
and pray

down and

god for help

I1 dont
believe
in these

now I1

dont
believe
in
unnatural
sickness

I1 dont
believe
in these

unnatural
sickness
is real
if that
happens
to me

will

kneel

I1 dont
believe
in these

I1 will not go
see a

in these

if that
happens

priest
voodoo

I1

will

pray

I1 dont
believe

I1 think
one
could

only
be
the

prey
of bad
influence
if being
unfaithful

I1 would
ask for
blessing

I1 dont
believe
in these

I1 will

listen to
the holy

ghost and
pray

I1 dont
believe
in these

I1 have
god in
my life
I1 will pray

I1 dont
believe
in these

I1 will let
the will

of god
be done

pray

I1 dont
believe
in these

I1 will pray
I1 will not
not see
a houngan

I1 dont
believe
in these
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I1

chart 2 CONTINUED
what do you pray read I1 pray I1 pray I1 pray ask for I1 pray read I1 pray I1 pray I1 pray
do when you ask for my blessing my
feel your life is blessing patriarchal patriarchal
going nowherenowhere9nowheres blessing9 blessing

chart 3

discarding case 2 case 3
behaviors toward past traditions

case 4 case 5 case 6 case 7 case 8 case 9 case 10 case 11 case 12

what do you d
when feeling
you are
going to
to exper-
ience
divorce or
separation
in a
relationshiprelationship9relationships

3

9

I1 am
single
but in
such
cases

will

pray

when
experiencing
difficulties
in my
marriage
I1 use the
priesthood

I1 am
single
but in
such a
situation

I1 will

pray

prayer
is the
key
in such
situations

I1 am a I1 pr
divorced
I1 did pray
when I1

learned
about the
the
divorce

ay3y I1 am divorced
single and
but in remarried
such I1 pray
situations
I1 will pray
see my
bishop

I1 am a
divorced
we

should
pray

I1 am a
divorced
I1 did pray a
lot before
making
that
decision

I1 am
single
in such a
situation

I1 will let
the will

of god
be done

what do you
when you
experience
misfortunemisfortune9misfortuned

blessings
9

pray
and
ask
for

read my
patriarchal
blessing

pray prayer ask god
and faith to
are the comfort
key me

ask see the I1 pray I1 pray
priesthood bishop
benediction ask for
and pray blessing

I1 pray
a lot

read
spiritual
book
patriarchal
blessing
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chart 4

behaviors toward past traditions

folk piety case 1

in haitian culture when someone catches a cold it

is encouraged to drink rum or other alcohol when
something unexpected does happen such as a
misfortune it is encouraged to drink coffee what
do you do now in such situationssituations9

in haitian culture when someone gets sick
and does not know for sure what is the cause
in such situations it encouraged to go see a priest
or priestess voodoo what do you do now in such
situationsituation7situations

do

7

you think dead family can help someone who
makes food lights candle or pours coffee on the
ground for themthem7thema and do you think these
practices can help the deaddead7deada

what do you do when you feel your life is going
nowherenowhere9nowheres

what

9

do you do when you feel you are going to
experience divorce or separation from a loved
oneaone7

what do you do when you experience
misfortunemisfortune7misfortuned

my

7

mother always uses rum or other alcohol to heal
me there are many habits you cannot give
up like that especially when they are a strong part
of your ways of living I1 will pray ask for blessing

I1 will let god decide but if my mother wants to see
a priest voodoo I1 will not stop her

I1 think we can receive help from the dead I1 have
personal experience I1 think baptism for the dead
is a very good thing

one day after being a mormon I1 feel that I1 did
consult a psychic equate to a priest voodoo
I1 pray ask for blessing

I1 believe that houngan or mambo has the
power to make unnatural things happen
I1 have an example despite my mother and my
father are separated they still love each other
because of voodoo spells I1 will ask for the
blessing

I1 will ask for priesthood blessing and pray

independent and dependent variables under controlled conditions

this section focuses on the research questions posed at the end of chapter

two this section is divided into four central parts section one deals with how

haitian converts discard their original cultural traditions to adopt the mormon

belief system section two examines what roles understanding values and

norms of the new faith interpretation of the new culture and experiences in the

new culture play in the transition process section three is concerned with
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whether it makes a difference if converts join the mormon church in haiti or

united states finally section four is concerned with what kind of varieties of

folk piety that haitian converts develop in the mormon church in other words

whether in situation of a lifes trial converts seek the advice of both practices

how discarded

of the 12 cases only case 1 did not discard her original tradition all the

other case discarded their original traditions these cases describe their original

traditions as not spiritual practices the 11 cases who did discard their past

cultural traditions said essentially that voodoo practices are destructive and they

are satanic practices those who still practice voodoo or believe in it are

ignorant case 1 who did not discard said those who practice voodoo do

their things how they feel to do it

roles of understanding interpretation and experience in adaptation

types discarded developing folk piety

table 4 contains the results cases 1 through 12 represent the twelve

respondents the letters represent features of behaviors and dimensions of

interpretation understanding and experience see keys on page 61

61



I1 I1

crespondentcorespondent retained some elements of past cultural practices

key 2 each letter represents a dimension of interpretation understanding and experience
alconvertal expressedconvert explanatory understanding
a2converts did not express explanatory understanding for some mormon rituals
blconvertbl expressedconvert rational interpretation
b2convert expressed emotional interpretation
b3convert expressed both rational and emotional interpretation
clconvertcl participatedconvert in all rituals
c2convert participated in no rituals
c3convert participated in some rituals
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TABLE 4

caselcase case 2 case 3 case 4 case 5 case 6 case 7 case 8 case 9 case 10 case 11 case 12

b a a a a a a a a a a a

al a2aa al al al a2aa al al a2aa a2aa a2aa a2aa

bab3W bl bl bl bl blb1ba bl bl bl blbi blbi bl

0 0 0 cac30 cac30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

key 1 each letter represents a behavior in solving problems in the context of the six indicators
arespondent discarded past cultural practices
brespondent developed folk pietbeliefpietybeliefpietpietyplet thisbelief means that respondent seeks the advice of both practices to solve problems

1

in

a I1

b I1

c I1

bellef



to decide whether understanding interpretation and experience

influence type of adaptation discarded original cultural beliefs developing folk

piety or retaining original cultural beliefs the method of difference was used

see neuman 1991 ppap 421423421 attention423 focused on similarities and

differences among the cases the investigator looked for features in which a set

of cases were similar about an outcome and causal features and another set in

which the cases differed on outcomes and causal features

this table suggests that both the expression of rational interpretations for

some practices and emotional for other practices seem to be a key influential

feature in that it is a crucial difference between the set of cases 212 and

case 1 this means that the expression of rational interpretation regarding

mormon practices may be an influencing factor for discarding popular original

traditions and the expression of both rational and emotional interpretations

about mormon practices may be an influencing factor for developing folk piety

note that case 1 sought advice of both cultural traditions to solve problems ie

developing folk piety despite participating in some mormon rituals as in the

others cases therefore the initial analysis suggested that some features such

as not totally participating in mormon rituals and expression of explanatory

understanding are not critical to discarding original cultural traditions

this table also shows that cases 3 4 5 7 and 8 expressed explanatory

understanding for all items in this study cases 2 6 9 10 11 and 12 did not

express understanding for all items note that it is not a matter of length of time
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because case 12 has fourteen years in the mormon church case 11 and 6 both

have fifteen years and case 2 has nine years they did not express

understanding for all items so the length of time does not seem to produce this

difference what can be said about length of time in the mormon church in the

case of case 1 who developing folk piety and expressing both rational and

emotional interpretation yet case 1 has only two years in the mormon church

and case 9 has only one year in the mormon church case 9 did not develop

folk piety and express both rational and emotional interpretation so here again

the length of time does not seem to produce this difference

what can be said about the role of the combination of type of

understanding type of interpretation and degree of experience in discarding

original cultural practices or developing folk piety the patterns of outcome bl

respondent expressed rational interpretations and c3ca respondent participated

in some rituals as shown in table 4 for cases 2122 suggest12 that such

combination is a crucial factor in shaping the discarding of original cultural

traditions because of its regularity across cases 2122 on12 the other hand al

explanatory understanding and a2aa respondent did not show empirical

understanding for some rituals are not crucial critical factors because they are

not regular across these cases these patterns a2 bl c3ca converts did not

express explanatory understanding of some mormon rituals converts expressed

both rational and emotional interpretation converts participated and ala1 bl c3ca

converts expressed explanatory understanding converts expressed rational
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interpretation converts participated in some mormon rituals indicate that al

explanatory understanding and a2aa did not express explanatory understanding

did not influence discarding old traditions because al and a2aa are the only

features that differ across cases it is not certain that the pattern that case 1

indicates ie al explanatory understanding b3ba expressed both rational and

emotional interpretation and c3ca participated in some rituals is critical in

developing folk piety practices because there are not any additional similar

cases more cases of this type are needed to confirm whether or not this pattern

is critical in developing folk piety beliefs so until these patterns are examined in

a larger sample the full complexity of influence cannot be portrayed

differences that occur when converts join the new faith in haiti or

united states

of the 12 cases 8 joined the mormon church in haiti only 4 of them

joined the mormon church in the united states those who joined in haiti are

cases 2 5 6 7 8 10 11 and 12 those who joined the mormon church in the

united states are cases 134 and 9 it appears that where the convert joins

the mormon church is not an influential factor among the cases that discarded

their original cultural traditions I1 found that some were converted in haiti and

some were converted in united states only case 1 developed folk piety this

case joined the mormon church in the united states the data are too limited to

tell whether joining the mormon church in united states had any influence on

developing folk piety the same is true of gender differences
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type of varieties of folk piety that haitian converts developed

only case 1 developed folk piety that is to say seeks advice of both

practices in situations of lifes trial because of the limitation of this datum

saying anything about types of variety of folk piety is difficult the case who

obviously developed folk practice seeks advice of both practices in most

indicators considered in this study but when asked what do you do when you

experience misfortune case 1 said I1 will ask for priesthood blessing pray

the results focused on describing how haitian converts understand

interpret and experience mormon cultural traditions and to what extent haitian

converts discard their original cultural practices develop folk piety and retain

elements of original cultural tradition what role do understanding and

interpretation of mormon rituals play in the process of transition the results

show that most cases understood mormon rituals as the official doctrine taught

them only one case did not interpret all mormon rituals as the official doctrine

taught her one convert developed folk piety no one solely retained past

practices the results show that those who interpreted mormon rituals as the

official doctrine taught them discarded their original cultural traditions more in

depth discussion of these findings and their implications are presented in the

next chapter
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chapter V

discussion and conclusions

the purposes of this study were to examine a to what extent haitian

converts discard their original cultural beliefs or traditions b whether haitian

converts develop folk piety that is to what extent they seek advice from

voodoocatholicvoodoo andCatholic mormon practices in lifes trials c whether haitian converts

retain elements of their old cultural tradition and d what role understanding

and interpreting and experiencing the new cultural tradition plays when they

discard their original tradition develop folk piety and retain some voodoo

catholic elements in addition is there a difference if converts join in haiti or the

US and what kind of variety of folk piety may develop within the LDS church

the conclusions incorporate the research findings unanticipated findings and

non findings with theory and analysis in order to produce the resultant

significance of the research at hand this section first summarizes what has

been discussed in the review of the literature and the theoretical orientation as

well as the data collected for the purpose of the study then this section

summarizes the limitations of this study factors that might bias the results and

applicability of finding and discusses directions for future research

As discussed in chapter two the review of literature indicated that there

are important differences between haitian cultural belief system and mormon

cultural belief system despite the fact that both cultural beliefs emphasize some

similar rituals such as the ritual of the dead guidance or comfort it was argued
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that the voodoo cultural traditions shape haitiansHait understandingians interpretation

and the way of experiencing reality as any cultural tradition of a given society or

group shapes members understanding interpretation and the way of

experiencing reality the review also revealed that the cultural beliefs of the

haitian community in brooklyn are deeply committed to cultural beliefs from

home

theoretical orientation

A conceptual framework outlined for the purposes of this study describes

key concepts of this study such as understanding interpretation experience

discarding old traditions folk piety and retaining elements of old traditions and

also the cultural influence on understanding interpretation and experience

within the conceptual framework understanding interpretation and experience

are considered independent variables discarding old tradition folk piety and

retaining elements of old tradition are considered types of adaptation the

conceptual framework outlined holds as a basic assumption that in a situation of

life trial a persons belief systems function as a tool kit from which to draw to

solve problems encountered in life swiler 1977 hannerzhannersHan 1969nerz therefore the

original cultural traditions that shape the belief systems of an individual will more

likely be used to solve problems he or she may encounter in life I1 reasoned that

voodoo cultural tradition shapes haitiansHait understandingians interpretation and

ways of experiencing reality
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the data

in order to answer the research questions data were collected through

personal interviews twelve haitiansHait convertedians in the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints were selected from a pool of 133 haitian members in the

midwood first branch in brooklyn the universe sampled consisted of those

persons who had been members of the mormon church for at least one year of

the twelve 8 had converted in haiti and 4 converted in brooklyn

findings unanticipated findings and non findings

with respect to the first purpose it was anticipated that most haitian

converts would not fit in the new faith however it was found that most active

converts do discard their original cultural beliefs such as believing that the loas

and voodoo priestpriestesspriest canpriestess heal them and make their futures bright or in

other words solve their lifes problem that drinking alcohol or black coffee is

good for healing that their dead family can protect them that pouring coffee on

the floor or making food for their dead family is a good ritual that can help their

dead family for instance we asked an informant we know that in haitian

cultural belief when someone gets sick and does not know for sure where the

sickness comes from he or she will go see priest voodoo what do you do now in

such situations

one case said

in such situations I1 will never go see a hounganhou I1ngan will not heal the bad
with the bad or heal evil with evil when I1 got baptized I1 made a spiritual
commitment I1 said to jesus tt will follow you if I1 do not have enough
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I1 I1

I1

faith to pray for healing or to ask someone to pray for me I1 would rather
be dead

then the subject added

will not drink black coffee if I1 have a headache

another said

in such situations I1 will pray and talk to authorities for a blessing

gender does not seem to produce any differences in discarding original

cultural beliefs

it was not expected that most converts would fit in mormon culture in

other words it was not expected that most informants would believe in all the

mormon ceremonial behaviors or ritual system such as the holy ghost the

priesthood temple marriage baptism for the dead a living prophet and that

word of wisdom law of chastity and tithing are gods revelations later I1

discussed this situation and explained why haitiansHait areians so readily assimilated

into mormon culture

with respect to the second purpose of this study it was anticipated that

most haitian converts would develop folk piety however it was found that only

one convert sought advice from both practices that is to say developed folk

piety for instance this convert thinks she can receive help from dead families

and the priesthood when experiencing sickness such as getting a cold or

learning about an unexpected event in these situations she asks for a blessing

and drinks rum alcohol or black coffee as the haitian traditions recommend
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when feeling lost she consulted a psychic equated to priest of voodoo and

prayed or asked for a blessing she still believes that loas hounganhou andngan

mambo have the power to make unnatural things happened such as bringing

divorced people back together at the same time she believes in the power of the

priesthood

with respect to the third purpose it was anticipated that few would retain

behavior of old cultural traditions however no respondent solely retained

behaviors of old cultural traditions that are voodoo catholic elements

with respect to the fourth purpose it was anticipated that a combination

of the three patterns would influence type of adaptation however a simple

pattern emerged on the basis of this finding the model proposed in chapter 11II

appears too complex only one type of association was observed the others

do not appear as requisites for developing a specific type of behavior the

simple pattern that emerged can be designed as follow

type

discarded

interpretation

folk piety
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with respect to the first additional purpose it was anticipated that location

of conversion would produce a difference however it was found that location

conversion does not produce a difference with respect to the second additional

purpose it was anticipated that a variety of folk piety might develop however

because only one case developed folk piety there is less to say about this

additional purpose

finally the data are insufficient to support the conclusion that there is a

relationship between interpretation and type of behavior such as developing folk

piety the data do not show enough variances to support this idea despite the

purposeful selection of the subjects in order to produce variances see

methodology table 4 shows how the independent variable lacks variation of

the 12 cases 11 are very similar one of the purposes of the qualitative design

was to try to maximize the variances this did not happen nevertheless the

data suggest that most cases who are all active members are more likely to

become mormon like this happens despite the fact that they do not fully

participate in all mormon rituals and do not have much experience in mormon

cultural traditions such as baptism for the dead temple marriage missions

patriarchal blessings and attending temple ceremonies the data also suggest

that when some respondents interpreted mormon rituals through culturally

established meaning related to official mormon doctrine ie when expressed

rational interpretation based on our theoretical framework they more likely have

discarded their old cultural traditions such as drinking coffee or alcohol not
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going to see voodoo priestspriestessespriests notpriestesses consulting loas to know about their

future or how to handle misfortune or sickness although one case is insufficient

to reach any substantial conclusion regarding developing folk piety the

respondent who interprets mormon rituals through culturally established meaning

related to voodoo meaning ie when expressed emotional interpretation base

on our theoretical framework seeks advice from both belief systems to solve

lifes problems in other words develops folk piety behavior

the data here are very limited A larger sample was the object of interest

twelve informants were all that the researcher had to work with due to the

constraint of time the number of cases is not large enough to say how the

combination of the influences of understanding interpretation and experience

shapes the type of adaptation of converts in a more general sense

nevertheless the small group of respondents in this study expressed

themselves sufficiently to suggest that type of interpretation plays a crucial role in

developing a certain type of behavior

As discussed in the literature review section see footnote according to

planson 1974 haitiansHait haveians a character of duplicity about voodoo and it

appears that the self and the meaning system of these cases are transformed

into a mormon self and meaning system despite the fact they are not

participating in all mormon rituals this situation evokes a different story not

expected to emerge from the data
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haitians are one of the caribbean ethnic groups who have developed a

folk religion that is a conglomeration of beliefs and rites of african origin which

have been mixed with the catholic practices metraux 1959 weil et al 1973

so it was expected in this study that most haitiansHait wouldians mix mormon cultural

traditions with their old cultural traditions to develop some variety of folk piety

practices as they had before with the catholicism this was not the case when

we went back to the data to understand why most cases discarded their old

cultural traditions we found that all respondents who discarded their old

traditions describe these traditions as nonspiritualnon practicesspiritual in contrast the

subject who sought advice from voodoo practices and mormon practices did not

describe the old practices as nonspiritualnon practicesspiritual most subjects said

voodoo practices are destructive they are satanic practices and those
who still practice voodoo or believe in voodoo practices are ignorant

it was evident form the data that most respondents endorsed the mormon

cultural meaning system all respondents explained that they would rather pray

or ask for priesthood blessing in situations of life trials they had discarded

drinking black coffee when having a headache they had discarded drinking

rum or other alcohol when catching a cold they had stopped asking the advice

of voodoo priests when experiencing sickness major transitions of life cycle

misfortunes and need to predict the future they no longer sought advice from

their dead family members they no longer poured coffee and lit candles for

dead family they not longer believed loas now they believe in the holy
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ghost the priesthood jesus christ temple marriage baptism baptism for the

dead and patriarchal blessings they believe in living prophets they believe

that the word of wisdom the law of chastity and tithes are gods revelations

so why are these cases so readily assimilated into mormon practices these

cases seem to act rationally for instance when paying tithing is considered

the data suggest that most of these cases understood that paying tithing can

bring financial success in voodoo tradition when someone makes sacrifices

such as buying a cow or making food for the loas according to that belief

system in return the laos or the dead bless the person by helping him or her

gain financial success however the dilemma occurs when the voodooist or a

protected forgets to fulfill a duty according to tradition the person might

experience death and sickness or the loas could make that persons enterprises

miscarry these converts understood that in contrast if a mormon does not pay

tithing he or she can only experience some difficulties such as wasting money

death or sickness will not befall them one case reported

when I1 do not pay my tithing the spirit menelymerely makes me waste my
money I1 remember a few months ago I1 had enough money to pay my
tithing and my mortgage I1 said I1 would pay my tithing one month later
do you know what happened to me my new car broke down I1 spent
550 to fix it I1 think if I1 paid my tithing my car would not break down this
is the way the lord acts when we are not faithful to our promises

according to voodoo traditions any mistake like forgetting to pay tithing

from members could cost them their life or their health

likewise another case reported
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am not frugal with my money but I1 always think to save gods money
when I1 get my paycheck I1 have noticed that when I1 did not pay my tithing
I1 waste my money when I1 did pay my tithing I1 always had more money

these statements illustrate how most cases in this study understood

interpreted and experienced paying tithing in the mormon belief systems these

responses suggest that all those who discarded their old traditions made merely

a rational choice note that none of them joined the mormon church because of

personal and situational factors such as serious illness erosion of morals or

natural disasters they appear to fit the mormon belief system because this

system may seem not at odds with their pursuits which may be both for spiritual

and material benefits As the findings suggest they are aware of the risk of

being unfaithful in the new faith after receiving a blessing but know that it is not

as severe as in their original cultural traditions

the way these converts understand and interpret tithing is not the only

thing that illustrates how these subjects made a rational choice their

understanding interpretation and their experience with the priesthood also

suggest this for instance consider this statement made by a subject about the

priesthood

had some great experiences with the priesthood I1 went to haiti on
vacation a couple of years ego and while I1 was there one of the sons of
my brother got sick his brother is not mormon the child could not eat
and drink I1 gave him a blessing then right after that I1 gave to him food
and he did eat all the food another interesting experience I1 have had
was that one day I1 was working on 51 street there was a woman
walking beside me then a car stopped one of the passengers gets off
with a gun hit the woman and took her purse that day I1 carried a hand
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purse that had money I1 think the priesthood I1 hold protected me that day

obviously these haitian converts believe in the power of the priesthood

so why are they so ready to believe in the priesthood haitiansHait valueians the power

of a houngan or a mambo to heal a sick person according to haitian traditions

the loas have the authority to transmit this power to ones faithful servants also

it is a big deal for haitiansHait toians know that the loas protect them in lifes

circumstances nevertheless there are some great dangers when such

servants are unfaithful they might experience sickness or death from the loas

the subjects in this study understand that they can have the power of the

priesthood or be protected by it as well as by the holy ghost without the risk of

severe punishment such as death or sickness when being unfaithful in contrast

to the voodoo system

they believe that if one receives a blessing from the loas or the dead

then one commits the mistake of being unfaithful to them and he or she will pay

a high price this explains why most cases say that their old cultural traditions

are satanic not spiritual as in the mormon cultural tradition in other words

mormon doctrine seems to satisfy their pursuits without running a risk of great

danger the mormon belief system seems to be the perfect substitute for their old

cultural system this explains also why these cases might really be discarding

their old traditions to fit the new one

the subjects who discarded their old traditional beliefs thought that they

received similar benefits from the mormon faith such as protection of the
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priesthood financial successes when they pay their tithing power to heal or to

be healed by the priesthood without the risk of the costs the conclusions of

this study may help to expand one of the lannaccones assumptions which

explains that individuals act rationally weighing the costs and benefits of

potential actions and choosing those actions that maximize their net benefits

lannacconeiannacconeeannacconelanna 1996ccone p 26 in addition although all converts who discarded their

old cultural traditions to adopt mormon traditions do not see any cultural

continuity between the old tradition and the newly adopted one it seems for

these mormon converts that they do represent an alternative cultural heritage

but it is a fulfillment of some aspect of their haitian cultural belief system

grounded in the voodoo tradition these converts may not be aware that they

did not totally disavow their prevailing cultural traditions but merely discarded

some practices of their sources and at the same time replaced those discarded

by recent teachings

in conclusion it can be argued that those converts who seemed to have

discarded their cultural heritage and accepted the new one did so because there

is to some extent a cultural continuity between the two the argument is that

these converts seem to fit in the new culture not only because they weigh the

punishments of both practices when being unfaithful and their benefits but also

because some practices appeared to them as familiar cultural material they

may understand the mormon belief system to be the perfect adjustment of their

culture one may object that if this argument is true why are not all haitiansHait

78

ians



mormonscormons the answer may be because they have not yet have the opportunity

to understand interpret or experience mormon doctrine another may object

why are some haitiansHait inactiveians this question could be the subject of another

study

the story I1 present has thus been filtered through our own personal

interpretive selective and synthetic judgments however the detailed evidence

from the quotes of respondents illustrates and supports the story presented

thus many factors may bias the results such as the fact that active members

were all the researcher had to interview and work with although both active and

inactive members were the objects of interest it was difficult to get an interview

with members who had fallen away from mormonism at the end of the period of

data collection some inactive members decided to be interviewed however the

researcher was ready to leave new york city in addition the subjects knew the

researcher as an active LDSLIDS person and a person associated with BYU

furthermore none of the subjects who discarded old cultural traditions overtly

admitted association with voodoo prior to joining the LDSLIDSliisllis church 8

this work is a beginning I1 have examined a very small number of trees

in the forest this is a major consequence of working in such a short time period

without funding further research may modify or reverse the finding only

however readers need to remember that as mentioned in the footnote of the literature
section some haitiansHait especiallyians those not members of the lower class have a character of
duplicity about voodoo this means that I1 expected few subjects to tell overtly that they

were associated with voodoo prior to joining the LDS church
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twelve subjects participated in this study only a three month period was

devoted to this study A larger sample and a longer period of time are needed to

obtain valid conclusions due to the lack of resources and other factors this is

only a thesis not a dissertation some issues relating to the background and

environment of the subjects did not receive coverage or explanation for

instance a closer look at the educational background peers family and network

influences might provide deeper insights into how and why haitian converts may

discard their old cultural tradition and why they so readily discard them

furthermore a deeper examination of factors such as geographical location

ie a group of haitiansHait livingians in haiti or miami will reveal further behaviors

furthermore another group in the caribbean could be included in a study like

this moreover because this study is only the first phase in understanding

whether people who have been raised in a culture whose belief values and

norms are inconsistent with the new one adopted discard the former develop

folk piety or retain elements of the former calibration of these conclusions with

additional data may further substantiate and enhance these findings

it has been found that most cases discarded their old cultural traditions

and the interpretation suggests that on the one hand it is because these cases

seem to experience a cultural continuity for instance as in their old cultural

traditions the new one adopted also claims that members can have power of the

healing in other words both systems provide miracles individuals can receive

revelations for their lives be comforted and receive great material benedictions
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when being faithful such as financial success on the other hand these cases

seem to make a rational choice by weighing cost and benefits of the two cultural

however before addressing the implications for church action questions

of conversion merit mention for those LDSLIDS haitiansHait areians these real

conversions mcguire 1992 distinguishes simple changes in institutional

affiliation from real conversions she argues that one may switch institutional

affiliations mainly for reasons such as friendship or marriage in these case one

cannot strictly speak about conversion conversion is a resolution of the

individuals problems with former meaning systems and former self mcguire

1992 p 81 in other words according to mcguire conversion is a

transformation of ones self concurrent with a transformation of ones basic

meaning system p 71 this process results in a whole new way of

experiencing the world and oneself mcguire 1992 p 79 it seems these

LIDSLDS haitiansHait makeians a rational choice but their statements suggest that they

see the world now from a mormon perspective in fact these cases totally

rejected their previous belief system consequently this could be considered

real conversion because their statements display their giving up their old

perspective for the new one adopted

it would seem that mormon church administrators might consider the

following recommendations if they want to convert more haitiansHait orians help the

process of conversion which according to mcguire 1992 continues as the

individual increasingly identifies with the belief system adopted in other words
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following these recommendations may helps them be more committed in the

transition process 1 advise missionaries and sunday school teachers or

bishops of haitian branches to emphasize besides the traditional doctrine of the

church the costs of voodoo cultural traditions and the benefits of mormon

cultural traditions 2 advise them to emphasize that converts can also enjoy

benefits similar to those in the old cultural traditions but without the risks

involved in voodooism and 3 carefully explain to the missionaries and

respective members that some rituals of the two traditions may appear to have

some similarities yet are really very different lack of understanding the real

differences may lead to developing folk piety

it is useful at this point to mention some of the shortcomings of this

explanatory study for some two major problematic features of this research

will be the reliance of this study on only haitiansHait livingians in the US and on active

members this study should include haitiansHait livingians in haiti because new york

may be a special case as many haitian converts discard their old cultural

traditions similarly those who fall away from the mormonism should be

included it is hoped that future research will take up these tasks
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appendix A

INFORMED CONSENT

1 backgroundBack thearound purpose of this study is to investigate to what extent

haitian LDS converts understanding interpretation of the mormon practices and

experience of the mormon cultural practices influence their adaptation type this

study is being conducted by yvon milien a graduate student in sociology at

brigham young university you were chosen to participate because you are

haitian LDS convert this study will employ qualitative methods given the

exploratory nature of this research this means that interviews and participant

observation will be the primary methods of data collection

2 study procedure this study will involve data collection as interview

transcripts therefore as a research subject you will be asked to participate in

at least three interviews and possibly more of approximately one or two hours

each at your own convenience and in a location of your choice all interviews

will be audiotapedaudio interviewstaped will be transcribed into verbatim written document

and given to you for your comments and clarification at the completion of the

data analysis the audiotapesaudio willtapes be stored in the principal investigators office

for the most part these interviews will be conducted from june to august 1996

3 risks there are no known risks or problems or comfortsdiscomfortsdis for you

related to participation in this study on the contrary since this research intends

to explore the way you interpret understand and experience mormon culture as

a convert with differing cultural background it should prove beneficial to all
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haitian LDS As noted in 5 to protect your anonymity pseudonyms will be

used in this study the audiotapesaudio willtapes only be used to generate the verbatim

written transcript of your interview all tapes will be kept inside the office of the

principal investigator

4 benefits there will be no cost for participation in this study the

benefits for participating in this study include a a better understanding of how

haitian LDSs interpret understand and experience their new faith and b to

what extent haitiansHait developians an adaptation type related to their understanding

way of interpreting and experiencing the new practices

5 confidentiality because of the potentially sensitive nature of certain

questions pseudonyms will be used to protect your identity except at the

request of participant if you have any questions regarding this research

project please contact

yvon milien

3301 foraged RD 213

brooklyn NY 11210

718 4344938434 through4938 august 96

or 635 N 1130e

provo utah 84606

8013700308801370

6

0308

voluntaryVolun participationtay participation in this study is voluntary you

may withdraw at any time during the study
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confidential llyilyliy

1130 E

801 3700308370
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7 consent I1 have read and understand that my participation in this

study is voluntary I1 have received a copy of this consent document and the

related materials and have wanted of my own free will and volition to participate

research subject date

witness
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appendix B

interview guide

1 background informationpre mormon beliefs

where did you join the LDS church

where did you get baptized

what was you age when you baptized

how old are you now

what is your marital status

how did you join the church

what was your religion before you joined the church

did you believe in god

did you believe in saints

did you believe in loa

did you believe in authority

did you believe in prophets

did you believe in apostles

did you believe in the necessity of baptism

what encouraged you to join the LDS church

tell your story what encouraged you to decide

why the LDS church
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2 understanding interpretation of practices and experience in the

new beliefs

baptism

what is the purpose of baptism

how do you define baptism

telljellteil me about your baptism experience

priesthood

what is the purpose of the priesthood

how do you define baptism

do you have the priesthood

how often did you ask for a priesthood blessing

how often do you use the priesthood

templetempetempie

what is the purpose of temple

how do you define temple

are you an endowed member

how often do you go to the temple

baptism for the dead

what is the purpose of baptism for the dead

how do you define baptism for the dead

have you performed baptism for the dead

how many time did you perform baptism for the dead
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holy ghost

what is the purpose of the holy ghost

how do you define the holy ghost

telljellteil me about your experience with the holy ghost

patriarchal blessing

what is the purpose of the patriarchal blessing

how do you define patriarchal blessing

do you have a patriarchal blessing

celestial marriage

what is the purpose of the celestial marriage

how do you define celestial marriage

were you married in the temple

family

what is the purpose of the mormon family

how do you define family

are most of your family members mormon

word of wisdom

what is the purpose of the word of wisdom

how do you define the word of wisdom

do you find it easydifficulteasy todifficult observe the word of wisdom
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law of chastity

what is the purpose of the law of chastity

how do you define the law of chastity

do you find it easydifficulteasy todifficult observe the law of chastity

pay tithing

what is the purpose of paying tithing

how do you define paying tithing

do you find it easydifficulteasy todifficult pay your tithing

sacrament

what is the purpose of sacrament

how do you represent sacrament

do you find it easydifficulteasy todifficult attend sacrament meeting

3 discarded original beliefs developingtolkdevelopingfolkDeveloping pietyTolkFolktoik retaining

voodoocatholicVoodoo elementsCatholic

in haitian culture when someone catches a cold they are encouraged to

drink rum or other alcohol when something unexpected happens such

as a misfortune they are encouraged to drink coffee what do you do

now in such situations

in haitian cultural belief when someone gets sick and does not know the

cause it is encouraged to go see a priest or a priestess voodoo what

do you do now in such a situation
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do you think dead family can help someone who offers food lights

candles or pours coffee on the ground for them do you think these

practices can help the dead

what do you do when you feel your life is going nowhere

what do you do when you feel or know for sure you are going to

experience divorce or separation with a spouse

what do you do when you are experiencing misfortune such as a loss of

job unable to find job
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postscript

A paper from this thesis was presented at the annual meeting of the

society for the scientific study of religion in nashville tennessee in

november 1996
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