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appointed for the Relief Societies . . . at 10 o'clock. Sarah was very

poorly, could hardly set up but she determined to try and go. w34

On another occasion Sister Partridge had an unusual and
unpleasant experience that came about because of a misunderstanding
between herself and another lady missionary. On Friday, July 25, 1884,
some missionaries and their families were planning a picnic. One of the
families decided at the last minute not to go. Their reason was only
because of what appeared to be the "possibility" of rain, but everyone
else in the group went on to the day's activities anyway. In the
evening everyone seemed to be feeling "first rate" when the lady
missionary whose family did not go on the picnic created a little "scene"
by accusing Sister Partridge of insulting her that moming. According to
Elder Partridge, that morning when Sister Partridge learned that
"Mrs. Y." and family were not going to attend the picnic, she went to
"Mrs. Y." and inquired, saying:

Do you really mean to say that you are not going which . . .

[Mrs. "Y."] . . . considered insulting and furthermore said

that Sarah had insulted her repeatedly before. Sarah
explained that she had no intention of insulting her and was

at a loss to know how it could be construed . . . [word not
legible] an insult and while the matter was under discussion
Sister "Y." left the room very abruptly.35

34Edward C. Partridge's Diary, 1883-1900, V, Saturday,
September 8, 1883, Church Archives.

391bid., Friday, July 25, 1884, pp. 154-56.
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Elder Partridge thought the incident to be a regretful experience
for the reason that it would negatively affect their future conversations

with "Mrs. Y." rendering them "more or less unpleasant. 136

L.earning the Language

It seems apparent from the documents examined by this author
that the majority of lady missionaries who were in countries where they
spoke a foreign language did not succeed very well at learmning the
language. In an autobiographical sketch titled, To My Children,
Matthew Noall described some of the lady missionary activities pertinent
to his day. He related the difficulties that some missionaries had learn-
ing the language. Then he told about the contrasting success of two
lady missionaries, one of which was his wife, "Libbie."

And among the wives of the missionaries--though the women
were supposed to labor among the natives as gospel teachers--
there were only two who succeeded in leaming it well enough
to converse readily in the Hawaiian tongue. These two were

a Sister Cluff, wife of the mission president, and my own

wife Libbie. They moved among the native women with great

freedom and were a source of comfort and inspiration to
them .37

Matthew Noall went on to say, as previously mentioned in the

study, that one of the main reasons why most of the other lady

361hid.

37Noall , Pp. 27-28.



74

missionaries in Hawaii failed to learn the language was "due to the pre-

conceived idea that they were not there as missionary-teachers but as

wives. 138

On the Battlefield

Even an event as antithetical as war was experienced by one
lady missionary in 1899, Sister Ida L., Roberts was called on a mission
in 1897 to accompany her husband to Samoa. She related about how
sometimes missionary labors are "hard trials" to pass through and told
about their experiences during the period of the Samoan War in 1899,

Since the war started, we have been stationed in Opai, where
the guns . . . have been roaring. . . . Not more than two or
three blocks from us lie seven men-of-war in the harbor. . . .
These boats contain several six-inch guns and a number of
smaller ones, and when the firing came . . . I had to put
cotton in my ears for fear they would get injured. . . .
Hundreds of natives with their faces painted pass our door
every day carrying theirguns. . . . I have seen most all the
dead and wounded as they have been carried in from the
battlefield and have had the privilege of attending the burial
of the officers and soldiers who were killed just behind our
mission headqguarters at Fagalii.39

Sister Roberts explained further that none of the elders were injured, but

the mission house was looted. Fourteen trunks were stolen and all the

furniture was destroyed or carried away.

381bid., p. 28.

39Roberts, Young Woman's Journal, XI, 126-27.
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The Clergy

Disturbing encounters with clergymen of other faiths occurred
rather frequently with Latter-day Saint missionaries throughout the world.
Sometimes lady missionaries were right in the middle of it., Sister Ann
Dewey Campbell was set apart for a mission to England in 1898, On one
occasion, while preaching to a group of people, a Church of England
clergyman asked her if she was a Mormon. When the answer came in the
affirmative, the clergyman accused them of being "liars and deceivers"
and claimed that their "Elders come here to carry off girls and women to

40 The clergyman spoke for

Utah. They are murderers and cut-throats."
twenty minutes in this vein. Then, at the first opportunity, an Elder
Parkin introduced Sister Campbell to the onlookers. She "stepped forward
and in a loud, clear voice told of the virtue and morality of the women
and men of Utah."2l The effects of her testimony were positive and

erased some prejudiced feelings from the minds of many people listening

to them.

The Mobs

Much of the prejudice that prevailed against the missionaries of
the Church in England, and for that matter all over the world, centered

around their doctrine of "plural" marriages. Even though the Church had

4070urnal History, September 17, 1898, p. 5.

4l1pid.
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officially ceased the practice of polygamy in 1890, the hatred of the
people towards the Church,and this doctrine in particular, still persisted.
Consequently, the missionaries often experienced bitter persecution for
it.

On one occasion, for example, Sisters Inez Knight and Liza
Chapman, who had been set apart in 1898, were attending conference in
Bristol, England. Upon their arrival at the place of the meeting they
noticed groups of people congregating in the road; thinking nothing of it
they proceeded. Susa Young Gates tells about the events that followed.

. . . the women accompanied by Inez' brother, Ray, entered the
door. Immediately someone shouted, "There is one of them

with his two wives." Then it seemed as if people came out of
the pebbles. Quickly the road was packed with peop14ez.
Stones began coming through the window glass. . . .

Finally President Platt D, Lyman instructed one of the elders
to escort the sisters home to their apartments. While on the way the
crowds followed, '"jostling against” them and hitting them with their
caps. Sister Chapman became so frightened that she was "almost unable
to proceed." Soon they arrived at a police station where, after an hour's

wait and a few tears later, the police escorted them home .43

Sickness and Death

There was much sickness that prevailed with the missionaries,

especially in the islands of the South Pacific and in New Zealand. On

42Gates, p. 9.

43whitney, IV, 610.
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one occasion, after returning from a four-month trip to the northern part
of the island, Elder Paxman found his wife and little girl sick. There
was no one but their inexperienced Maori friends to take care of them.
Soon Sister Paxman recovered, but their daughter did not.

. + » our lovely little girl gradually became weaker and weaker,

day byday. Wedideverything thatlayed in our power for her

recovery . . . it was hard for us to believe that the Lord

required us to lay her body down in this far off land, but we

were forced to this conclusion.44
Their daughter soon died and was buried there on the island. The tre-
mendous faith and courage of Elder and Sister Paxman was made evident

when they resolved themselves to accepting the sad event as the will of

God.

First Lady Missionary Death

A sad and tragic event occurred with the Merrill family while in
the Islands during 1891, Sister Merrill was pregnant with their first
child when they entered the mission field. Five weeks before the birth
of the child she became extremely ill and suffered immensely. The child
was finally born on June 28, 1891, Sister Merrill's husband, Joseph,
thought the child was dead at first, but it soon showed signs of life.
The next day on June 29 the following occurred as recorded in Elder

Merrill's journal,

Katie slept well last night. . . . At 1 o'clock I witnessed the
death of our baby. And at 3 o'clock p.m. God saw f{it to take

44Paxman, XXIV, 168.



78
my dear wife. It is all I can bare, We left home so happy . . .
and now I am left alone . . . bereft of all my earthly joys.
. . Unless I can overcome the sorrow and trials that are
now heaped upon me I am crushed .45
The child and Sister Merrill were buried on the side of a hill

about 200 yards from the mission house, She was the first lady mission-

ary to die while serving on a foreign mission . 46

Blinded Lady Missionary

Another odd and unfortunate event occurred with Elizabeth B.
Duffin who was set apart for her mission in December of 1891. She
became very ill and then went blind while serving in Hawaii. This event
happened after she was attacked with intense pains in her head and
back. The suffering was further complicated with fever., Soon she grew
weaker; her eyesight began failing until she became completely blind.

Elder and Sister Duffin were released from their mission early to return

home . 47

Death of a Husband--Birth of a Son
The husband of Annie D. Christensen Stevens, who was set
apart for her mission in 1892, was twenty-nine years old and president

of the Samoan Mission when he died in April, 1894, He was stricken

45T7oseph H. Merrill Journals, Samoan Mission, February 1890
to January 1903, I, 39, (typescript), Brigham Young University Library.

407ournal History, July 15, 1891, pp. 6-7.

471bid., May 7, 1893, p. 2.
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with typhoid fever further complicated by a heart problem.48 When Sister
Stevens arrived home she was greeted by friends and relatives. "The
greetings were necessarily brief, for Sister Stevens was feeling ill and

had to retire to bed early; and at 11 p.m. she gave birth to a nice bt::~y.“'49

Death of Three Children

Thomas H and Sarah M. Hilton were also serving as mission-
aries in Samoa in 1892 when they lost three of their children in less than
four yvears. "Little Jeanette lived less than a vear, George Emmett for
only seven days, and Thomas Harold for a year and a half. 150

Sister Moody and her husband arrived in Samoa on November 12,
1894, "She gave birth to a daughter on May 3, 1895, but did not regain
her vitality and passed away May 24,91

In 1898, Sister Ethel Lowry Ried accompanied her husband to
the Samoan Islands. While there she gave birth to a son, but sickness
ensued immediately; and upon her return to Utah, she died. 92 In the

same year Sister Andriana N. Keilholz accompanied her husband to

48Lorem C. Dunn, "Faithful Laborers." The Ensign, V (May,
1975), 26.

49]ourna1 History, June 12, 1894, p. 7.
50Dunn, pP. 25.
Slipid,

9210urnal History, October 25, 1899, p. 8.
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Europe and Scandinavia. Sister Keilholz's husband, Adolf, passed away

while they were in the Netherlands .53-

Insubordinate Lady Missionary

Insubordination was another event rare among Latter-day Saint
lady missionaries according to the sources explored by the author.
Katie Mclntyre Hcii:tendorf was a native Hawaiian girl who had gone to
Utah and married Henry Hottendorf, a white man. They were called on
missions to Hawaii in 1892, It became immediately clear that Sister
Hottendorf was not going to réspond favorably to missionary discipline.

Matthew Noall, the mission president, describes events that occurred

after their arrival.

Rather underhandedly, she opposed our work. She also did
much to discredit the faith of the Hawaiian people in the mem-
bers of the Church in Utah. . . . I concluded that she and
her two children should return to Utah and so wrote the [First]

Presidency. %4

The answer finally came approving of her return, but Sister Hottendorf
refused to go and insisted on reimbursement for their trip to the Islands.

President Noall refused to give it to her, but soon she relinguished and

returned to Utah. 59

531bid., March 19, 1900, p. 8.
54Noall, p. 69.

S91bhid .
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LIVING CONDITIONS

Not the least among the problems facing missionaries, espe-
cially in some foreign lands, were their living conditions such as with
food and shelter. Although distressful and sometimes humorous, most

lady missionaries also faced these circumstances with determination.,

Earn Their Own Way

There were some remote and uncivilized regions of the world
where Latter-day Saint missionaries had to work to sustain a livelihood.
This was usually the case in the islands of the South Pacific. For
example, Sister Jane A, S. Lewis, who went to the Society Islands with
her husband Phillip, had to teach school and sew, "in order to earn
means for obtaining the necessities of 1ife.”56

The same situation existed with Sisters Elvina Woodbury and
Patty Perkins, who were also in the Society Islands with their husbands
in 1852 and trying to make a living for themselves as best they could.
The Protestants on the island of Molokia, where they were laboring, came
out openly against the missionaries. Some of the native members of the
Church also began to grow careless and indifferent toward them. In some

cases they were unwilling to provide food because "it cost them more

56Mamlsr::ript History, Hawaiian Mission, May 25, 1852, p. 1.
Church Archives.
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than the keeping of their former preacher (Mr. Hitchcock), whom they
paid 50¢ a piece per month. "’
In consequence of predicaments of this kind, the missionaries
often went hungry and had to change their residence a number of times,
Sister Woodbury offered to teach school for the natives, if they
would furnish a house; but they were not sufficiently interested
in the matter to build one. Sister Woodbury, however, com-
menced a school and obtained a few scholars, who for their
tuition brought her a scanty supply of food, periodically. S8
The school Sister Woodbury was teaching increased in attend-
ance until she had about "40 scholars," but it did not last long.
Sister Perkins and her husband, who lived fairly close to the
Woodburys during this time, were experiencing similar problems as

mentioned above.

As time went on they fared worse and worse for food, which
consisted of dry tart poi, sweet potatoes, and salt and
occasionally fish; but not in sufficient quantities to satistiy
their wants . 99
Soon Elder Perkins became discouraged and went to the mission president

for counsel and advice. The mission president gave them permission to

return to Utah because of his wife's failing health.60

571bid., September 10, 1852, p. 1.
S81hid.

S91hid.

60 1114 .
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Financial problems burdened some lady missionaries in 1873
too. When Mildred E. Randall went on her second mission, she
experienced some difficulty in providing money to help pay for her
expenses to the Sandwich Islands. By this time Sister Randall's relation-
ship with her husband had become a little strained because of his
leaving his first mission to the islands in 1865. Apparently Sister
Randall could not get him to provide for her during this second mission
like she thought he should; and she ended up obtaining financial assis-
tance from other sources, including President Brigham Young.

As soon as you spoke to me about coming I wrote to him at
Ogden and told him about it, and asked him for some assis-
tance. I thought at least he would give me a decant (sic)
outfit, but he did not give me anything. . . . It was with
reluctance that he consented to pay for the half of a sleeping
birth in the car. Brother Mitchell paying for the other half

for Maggie . . . You kindly paying for my passage on the cars
and steamer. 6l

House Full of Rats

The first night the Noalls arrived in Laie, Hawaii, having been

called on a mission in 1885, they were shown to their sleeping quarters.
It consisted of a "small dilapidated" room with a ceiling only seven feet
high., The side wall had holes in it through which "the trade winds blew

. . . with multitudinous noises." Elder Noall describes their encounter

with the rats in this manner.

6’lRa.ndalL., Letter to Brigham Young. November 8, 1875, p. 4.



All night long the rats played hide and go seek along the
ceiling joists and up and down the curtain. . . . Libbie, who
was only twenty years old, chose the inside of the bed
because she thought that she would be safe there . . . but
they played up and down beside her all night long.62

Elder Noall went on to explain that one or two of the rats

84

stopped running long enough to tear part of the leather lining from a pair

of shoes he brought with him from Utah.

Elder Noall accepted a welcomed assignment to build new
accommodations in which the missionaries could reside. Sister Noall

made the curtains, drapes and valances for the new buildings.

Lady Missionary Humor

The food for the missionaries in Laie "unwaveringly consisted

of mush for breakfast with a scanty supply of milk, sweet potatoes and
salt beef for dinner, and combinations of these foods for supper.”63
On one occasion the mission house was extra crowded with people who
had come to Laie for a missionary conference. Libbie Noall was
supposed to fix breakfast, but the inadequate supply of food would not
provide for all the guests. Elder Noall described the ensueing events.

Suddenly a twinkle came into her eyes. "You'll see," she

said. When the mush was served an individual dish was, as

usual, placed before President Smith. Three serving dishes

were set along the middle of the table. One of the elders
started to help himself at the same time that President Smith

dipped into his portion. The expression of their faces was a

62Noall, pp. 32-33.

631pbid., p. 36.
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contrast to behold., One was laughing, the other resentful, as
Libbie's means of providing food became apparent. She had
carefully covered the dish towel which she had placed in the
bottom of each of the serving dishes, and the cloth in Presi-
dent Smith's dish with the mush. Neither of the men could
imagine what his spoon had touched until at last he could no

longer be deceived.b64

Some of the guests in the group resented the "April fool break-
fast" and refused to accept the joke. They went to the store to purchase

"oysters and other luxuries" at Church eXpense.65

MODE OF TRAVEL

Sometimes the most difficult and dangerous experiences
encountered by lady missionaries were occasions when they were
traveling to and from their places of assignment. Wagons, for example,
were a typical means of transportation for missionaries, especially before
the advent of the Transcontinental railroad to Utah in 1869. It was only
then that this sometimes distressful mode of travel began to change.
When a mission assignment was for a country overseas, they had to
travel by ship. It was by this means of conveyance that some lady
missionaries had their mdst perilous experiences.

[.ouisa Barns Pratt experienced some interesting events during

her trip to the Islands of Tahiti,

641bid., pp. 36-37.

691bid.
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Afterexchanging adieus, six wagons started, 24 persons in all,
expecting to overtake a small company at Bear River. We
found the Weber very high, the water running over the middle
of the bridge. We got safely over., . . . We came to Qgden
River, had an almost perpendicular hill to come down: the men
let the wagons down by the help of ropes; had a severe time
in crossing the water, After we crossed the bridge, the
wagons mired; the men were in the water up to their waists
for more than an hour. Mr. Tomkins was wroth because some
who got over first did not come back to help others. After we
were out of the water it began to rain severely. We travelled
three miles and camped at a brother Chase's to wait for fair
weather. We heard afterwards the Weber bridge washed away

the night after we crossed over, 06

When Sister Pratt and her party reached the banks of Sacramento

River, they unloaded their wagons., From there they traveled via the

Sacramento River to San Francisco and boarded the ship that was to take

_them to the islands.

The bark was large and convenient, but oh, so dirty! We went
on board, chose our berths, expecting to have a good night's
rest, No sooner had we laid our heads on our pillows than the
mosquitoes commenced their ravages. Like a mob of armed

men they invaded our quarters. We all abandoned the cabin
and fled on deck, but all in vain; we could not elude their
vigilance. Two-thirds larger than insects of the common class,
their bites were like the sting of bees. I wrapped myself in a
thick blanket, sat in my chair. In spite of all my efforts to
cover myself, they pierced me till my feet and ankles became
swollen and inflamed. I wore bandages, wet in vinegar, on

my wrists, went without sleep till I was completely exhausted b7

Two years later Sisters Woodbury and Perkins were having
similar transportation problems in the Sandwich Islands. They often

found it necessary to move from place to place; because, as previously

66Carter, VIII, 252-53.

671bid., 257.
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explained, the members of the Church refused to support them in their
work. On one occasion Elder and Sister Woodbury were seeking passage
from Molokai to the Island of Maui, but the natives were not willing to
take them over the channel. Then in answer to eamest prayer they
finally found an opportunity to go. While crossing they experienced an
extremely rough sea. The boat nearly filled with water several times.
The natives were horrified, as death seemed to be eminent at any moment.
This particular channel, in which they were attempting to sail, happened
to be the roughest of all the channels separating the different islands in
Hawalil,

After a terrible experience the shore of Maui was finally -
reached, and a landing affected among the rocks about five
miles from Lahaina., From there, Bro. and Sister Woodbury,
drenched to the skin, walked to Lahaina, where they found
Elder Perkins and wife living with Uaua who had alsoreturned
from his mission to Molokai to his home in Lahaina., Br. Uaua
cooked a chicken for his new guests, which was the first meal
eaten by them for a long time. In fact, they were actually
starving when they arrived at Lahaina. b8

When the Woodbury's and Perkins were finally ready to leave
Hawaii for home, Sister Woodbury found that she had no money to pay
her passage. Several attempts were made to borrow money from members
of the Church, but they refused. Finally she effected a loan from a non-

Mormon.

Paying $60 a piece for their passage, Elder Perkins and wife
and Sister Woodbury sailed from Honolulu, Thursday, Oct. 7,

68Manuscrip't History, Hawaiian Mission, September 10, 1852,
P. 2.
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1852, on the sailing vessel "George Washington," but after
encountering a very rough sea and contrary winds for several
days, and also having a narrow escape from being shipwrecked
on the rocks, the ship returned to Honolulu for repairs ,63

The ship remained in harbor for nearly a week when sail was set
once again for the Califormia coast. On this second passage the seas
again proved to be very rough. When approaching the American coast
- the vessel narrowly escaped being wrecked. Finally it landed with
passengers anxiously awaiting their turn to disembark.

In 1865 lady missionaries were still braving the sarﬁe treacher-
ous paths that the Sisters did twelve and fifteen years earlier. On
Thursday, May 18, 1865, the group of "Sandwich Island Missionaries"
were camped in wagons on the Jordan River near Salt Lake City. Presi-
dent Brigham Young and others rode to their location, where President
Young effected an organization among them. George Nebeker was
designated as the company's "president" or "captain" with William B.
Wright as the "clerk" and Alfred J. Randall as "sergeant of the guard."
This was done according to the customary procedure for a caravan of that

nature. "The company numbered 9 missionaries, 11 women, 18 children

and six teamsters, or 43 souls in all, w70 traveling in eight wagons.

631bid., p. 3.

70]oumal History, May 18, 1865; see also Manuscript History,
Hawaiian Mission, July 7, 1865, p. 1. Church Archives.,
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This group traveled for a"tiresome" several weeks over steep
mountains and across sandy plains finally arriving in "Lathrop,"
Califormia., There t.hey traveled down the Sacramento River to San
Francisco by means of a steamer, just as Sister Pratt did in 1850. From
San Francisco they boarded the ship, "D. C. Murry," and sailed for
Hawaii. Arriving in Honolulu Harbor on the morning of July 6, 1865, they

changed to a smaller vessel and sailed around the island to Laie where

they arrived the next day.

We lay to about one mile out at sea, taking turms in going
ashore, each one of us having to jump from the schooner to a
small fishing boat (as the waves would wash the two boats
together) and were then rowed ashore., After all had landed,
thirty-five of us, taking all day, we started for the planta-
tion house, going seventeen of us at a time in a large ox-cart.
Our provisions being delayed, we lived entirely upon native
food for several days. 71

7/l Manuscript History, Hawaiian Mission, July 7, 1865, p. 4.



Chaptér 5
SUMMARY

The purpose and justification for this study is to provide a
continuous history of Latter-day Saint female missionary activities from
1830 to 1898. OSpecial emphasis is placed on Latter-day Saint women
who were formally involved as proselyting missionaries. Female members
of the Church on missions with assignments indirectly related to mission-
ary work are considered, as well as women who were called to do
missionary work incidental to the primary reason for their venture. Two
other important areas were examined in this thesis. They were the
official policy of Church leaders towards lady missionaries and the life
style and activities particularly characteristic of Latter-day Saint lady
missionaries,

Female involvement in missionary activities in the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has its informal beginnings in the early
1830's. Their participation in terms of numbers remained inconstant
until 1865 when eleven women were designated as missionaries. From
1866 to 1878 the numbers participating were still- relatively scarce, but
in 1879 and again in 1890 significant increases occurred.

From the early 1830's to 1865, Latter-day Saint women were

always in company with their husbands; and little, if any, official
| 90
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missionary status was given them, Then in 1865 the Church began the
practice of setting them apart, which implied at least that the Church
intended adding greater emphasis to their missionary station. It was not
until 1898, however, that the Church began "certifying" lady mission-

aries which apparently put them on an equal status with their male

counterparts.

It was not until 1873 that the first woman was called on a
mission independent of her husband. Only a few women went on missions
independent of their husbands after 1873 according to the official
missionary records . However, with SOme of them the author was not able
to determine conclusively whether or not they were married, and if they

were, whether or not their husbands went with them.

The determination as to whom is the first single lady missionary
in the Church depends on what period of Church history is involved and
how the Church .defined a lady missionary at that time. Prior to 1865,
when women were not set apart, Christene Benson Anderson was called
to a mission assignment from Denmark in 1851. After the Church started
that practice, Lydia McCauslen Young was set apart in 1886. Then after
the official certification of lady missionaries in 1898, Sisters Amanda

Inez Knight and Lucy Jane Brimhall were the first single women to be set

apart.

Between 1830 and 1898 there were well over two hundred Latter-

day Saint women involved in missionary work throughout the world.

Places most frequented by them in the United States were Califdrnia,
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Michigan, the "Northwestern States," New York and Colorado. Foreign
countries where Latter-day Saint women were sent most often were the
Hawaiian Islands and England.

Latter-day Saint women went on missions for several reasons,
Several went to do genealogy research, while others went to avoid
problems persuant to the so-called anti-polygamy raids in the 1880's.
The author knows of at least three women who went for educational
purposes and two others who were set apart as missionaries to go and
accompany relatives home from their missions. Then, of course, there
were those who went to accompany their husbands and perform whatever
duties were required qf them as missionaries.

_ LMost of the common types of activities that lady missionaries
engaged in were determined to a great extent by the area in which they
labored. Women assigned to the islands in the Pacific had a daily
routine somewhat different from those who labored in the United States,
Britain or Europe. Nevertheless, in all parts of the world Latter-day
Saint lady missionaries could be seen writing letters, cleaning house,
preparing meals and tending children. Reading, sewing and teaching
were some other less common activities., Some of the sisters were
involved in leadership positions such as Relief Society presidents or
were in charge of and the teacher for a mission school. Some of the
unusual types of activities included translating the scriptures, annoint-

ing and blessing the sick and preaching sermons to non-members,
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Latter-day Saint lady missionaries suffered many and varied
hardships while serving as missionaries. Death occurred once in a
while, either with the missionary herself or with members of her immedi-
ate family. One lady missionary even went blind. Sometimes personal-
ity problems occurred creating hard feelings and disappointments.
Problems with modes of transportation, as well as their eating and
sleeping accommodations, were not infrequent. This category of
difficulties gave them experiences like sleeping with rats in your bed
to riding in a bumpy old ox-cart for several miles. One lady missionary
even experienced some of the ravages of war. Others narrowly escaped
the angry hands of a mob.

The author believes that many Latter-day Saint lady missionar-
ies have made a significant and positive contribution to the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and its missionary efforts in the
world. The extraordinary faith and courage demonstrated in the life of

most Latter-day Saint women who ventured the path of missionary

labors from 1830 to 1898 is inspiring.
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ABSTRACT

Latter-day Saint female missionary activities informally began
in the early 1830's, remaining numerically unconstant until 1879, when
a significant increase began. Between 1830 and 1898 over two hundred
women had been involved in missionary work, laboring mostly in Cali-

fornia, New York, Hawaii and England.

Before 1865, Latter-day Saint women did not have any official

missionary status. After 1865, Church officials began the practice of
setting them apart. Finally, in 1898 women were "certified" as mission-
aries which placed them on an equal status with their male counterparts.

Some lady missionaries performed household chores, taught

school, preached sermons and presided over female auxiliary organiza-
tions. There were some who suffered extreme illness and even death,

Others experienced dangerous modes of transportation and extremely
poor living conditions. The extraordinary faith and courage demonstrated

by many Latter-day Saint lady missionaries has rendered an important
contribution to the missionary work of the Church.
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