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ABSTRACT

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday has been a

proselyting organization almost since its founding the first missionary

for the church was samuel harrison smith who was sent by his brother

joseph smith to sell the book of mormon in the area of livoniaivonia new

york eldereiderkider orson pratt preached the first sermon outside of the

united states and because many of the listeners had relatives in

england the church was able to introduce its message to the people of

great britain missionary work of the church has primarily been to the

christian nations even though during the period covered by this thesis

the gospel expanded to the socalledso heathencalled nations in rnoremoreanore recent

years the church has again extended its labors to the nonchristiannon

nations

christian

in 1849 lorenzo snow and others of the twelve were called to

go and open up missions for the church in various parts of the world

lorenzo snow was called to preside over the work in italy vii hile he

was there elder snow expanded his efforts into maltamaita switzerland

india and gibraltar he also wanted to send missionaries into turkey

and russia

the missionary work in italy lasted for about eighteen years

with eleven full time missionaries laboring primarily in the piedmont

areaof T

in

1841 9

n



2

valleys there were four branches organized angrogneAng 185118551851rogne

st

1855

germain 185418681854 st1868 barthelemi 185318561853 and1856 pararustinPara

185618601856

rustin

only1860 three of these existed at the same time in italy the

missionaries were plagued with problems poverty religious

differences emigration lack of missionaries and the advocating of the

doctrine of plural marriage all of these contributed to the withdrawal

of the missionaries

in malta the gospel was taken mainly to the english speaking

service personnel even though the work only lasted three years four

branches were established they were the valetta branch which

later moved to florinia the fleet branch or floating branch the

expeditionary force branch and the nova scotia branch the many

branches were caused by the outbreak of the crimean war members

were sent all over the world thus making it necessary to establish

various branches the war and the emigration of the members

were the major reasons for the dissolving of the missionary work in

malta

the gibraltar mission was limited from the very beginning

only two missionaries were ever able to work there and one of them

nathan porter only stayed three weeks the major part of the work

was done by edward stevenson a native of gibraltar elder

stevenson only stayed in gibraltar for twentytwotwenty monthstwo even

though there were problems with the churches and the government

br mchesaches

workthere

W
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chairman advisory con britteerrittee

2xq
enrterenr advisoryter committee

r
chairman major department

uder stevenson was able to baptize a small number into the church

during the history of the mediterranean missions the

missionaries conducted a rather expensive translation program the

book of morrionMormorri thenon voice of joseph the only way to be saved and

the ancient gospelgosjrel restoredpestoredPe werestoredtored all translated into the italian

language other materials were also revised into other languages to

help the elders in their work

the records of these missions are incomplete the church did

not require the reports and histories as it does now and as a result

only a few were kept this restricts the information on these missions

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday is now taking

its messagekessagekersage to manykany nations of the earth both christian and non

christianristian the writer feels that because of the influence that the

hurchchurch now has and because of its good namenarnenabe missionary work could

now be conducted in these formerly occupied nations if the law would

permit other churches have been allowed entrance into these countries

consequently the writer feels that the latterdaylatter saintsday could now

return and do a big work
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