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ABSTRACT

The Church of Jesus Christ of l.atter-day Saints has been a
proselyting organization almost since its founding. The first missionary

for the Church was Samuel Harrison Smith, who was sent by his brother
Joseph Smith to sell The Book of Mornion in the area of livonia, New
York. Xlder Qrson Pratt preached the first serrcon outside of the
United States, and because m:any of the listeners had relatives in
fingland, the Church was able to introduce its message to the people of
Great Britain, Missionary work of the Church has primarily been to the
Christian nations, even though during the period covered by this thesis
the gospel expanded to the so-called heathen nations, In more recent
years, the Church has again extended its labors to the non-Christian
nations,

In 1849, lL.orenzo Snow and others of the twelve were called to
g0 and open up missions for the Church in various parts of the world.
l.orenzo Snow was called to preside over the work in Italy, W¥hile he
was there, Elder Snow expanded his efforts into hialta, Switzerland,
India, and Gibraltar. e also wanted to send missionaries into Turkey
and Russia.

The missionary work in Italy lasted for about eighteen years,

with eleven full timme missionaries laboring primarily in the Fiedn.ont



valleys. There were fc;ur branches organized: Angrogne 1851-1855;
St. Germain 1854-.1868: St. Barthelemi 1853-1856: and Pararustin
1856-1860. Oniy three of these existed at the same time. In Italy, the
missionaries were plagued with problems: poverty, religious
differences, emigration, lack of missionaries, and the advocating of the
doctrine of plural marriage. All of these contributed to the withdrawal
of the missionaries.

In Malta the gospel was taken mainly to the English speaking
service personnel. Even though the work only lasted three years, four
branches were established. They were the Valetta Branch - which
later moved to Florinia, the Fleet Branch or Floating Branch, the
Expeditionary Force Branch, and the Nova Scotia Branch, The many
branches were cauéed by the outbreak of the Crimean war. Members
were sent all over the world, thus making it necessary to establish
various branches. The war, and the emigration of the members,
were the major reasons for the dissolving of the missionary work in
Malta.

The Gibraltar mission was limited from the very beginning,
Only two missionaries were ever able to work there, and one of them,
Nathan Porter, only stayed three weeks. The major part of the work
was done by Edward Stevenson, a native of Gibraltar. Elder
Stevenson only stayed in Gibraltar for twenty~-two months. Even

though there were problems with the churches and the government,



lder Stevenson was able to baptize a small number into the Church.
During the history of the Mediterranean missions, the

missionaries conducted a rather expensive translation program. The

Book of Morm:on, The Voice of JoseEh, The Onlx W’az to be Saved, and

The Ancient Gospel Restored were all translated into the Italian
language., OUther materials were also revised into other languages to
help the elders in their work,

The records of these missions are incomplete. The Church did
not require the reports and histories as it does now, and as a result
only a few were kept, This restricts the information on these missions.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is now taking
its m:essage to n.any nations of the earth, both Christian and non-
Christian. The writer feels that because of the influence that the
Church now has, and because of its good name, missionary work could
now be conducted in these formerly occupied nations if the law would
pern:it, Other churches have been allowed entrance into these countries;
consequently, the writer feels that the Latter-day Saints could now
return and do a big work,
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