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found in utahin orderto increasesympathiesfor their cause sincetheir fundraising

tacticsweresosuccessfultheywereableto chargeeithervery little or nothing at all for

studentsto attend thus their schoolsbecameevermoreattractiveto poorsettlers not

only werethe schoolslessexpensivebut theteacherswereusuallymuchbettereducated

thanthosefoundamongtheward sponsoredschools123

the level ofeducationamongteachersin utahwassounevenandunregulated

thatteacherswerenot theonly onesfrustratedfiustratedwith theLDS sponsoredschoolsystem

utahsteacherswereofvarying quality andfrequentlyunqualified for their position

wilsonhowarddusenberrya prominenteducatorin earlyutah notedofoneteacher

1jajcameoccameoccamyto theconclusionthat hewould makeabetterplaymatethaninstructor 124 even

beforetheonslaughtofprotestantschoolsto utah somecommunitieshadresortedto

hiring gentileteachersfor their church sponsoredschools thisaction quickly sparked

criticism from churchleaders brighamyoungacknowledgedthat oncein awhile a

goodman comesalongwho is a schoolteacherwho is not a mormon but he

quickly enumeratedtheir manyfaults suchasseducingfemalestudentsandteaching

untruthsin theclassroom125 althoughmarthaandhowardcoraytaughtschoolseveral

timesduring their decadesin utah they werecertainlynot abovereproachasteachers

either neitherhowardor marthawaswell educatedfor the time howarddid spendone

year in a preparatoryschoolandhad intendedto enroll in collegethe following year

whenhewasconvertedto mormonismand subsequentlymovedto nauvoo thereis no

indication thatmarthaeverreceivedformal schooling thismayaccountfor one

occasionwhenmartha waspublicly informedbeforetheschoolthat she did not teach

123iwilkinsonwilkinson and skousen262726 27

124wilson124wilsonhowarddusenberrydiary 6 february1863 typescript daughtersof
theutahpioneers salt lakecity 3

125125brighambrighamyoung JAjd 1617181617 18
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grammar right by the head teacher 12126 A few weeks later howard went to the augest

sic superintendent and school examiner to ascertain how much he knew 127

apparently he performed satisfactorily because he continued teaching school in 1863

wilson howard dusenberryDusenbeny marthas nephew visited her school probably in the

capacity of superintendent and said visited auntsaunes school was pleased with part ofthe

128128129performances

the success of the protestant schools is debated among historians charles S

peterson used data gathered by C merrill hough to conclude that probably no more than

10 percent ofyoung LDS pupils ever attended gentile schools 129 yet their impact could

have been greater in specific locales in 1887 the report ofa presbyterian school located

in st george claimed that 27 out of its 30 pupils were from homes where one or both

parents were active members of the LDS church the other three students came from

apostate mormon homes ten students had joined the presbyterian sunday school andaridarndannd

nine attended regularly 130 just thirteen years previously a teacher from st marks

episcopal school had converted to mormonism and had attempted to start a school in st

george although this was initially received well his financial expectations were so far

beyond what the community was able to provide that he gave up 131 yet years later the

free protestant sponsored school in the same town appeared to have plenty of students

warthamartha126mafthawantha coray diary 23 february 1876

iibid27ibidbibid27Ibid 4 march 1876

iwilson12swilsonmwilson howard dusenberry 31 december 1863 typescript daughters ofthe
utah pioneers salt lake city 16

129petersonPeterson limits of learning 77 note 36

130james130james R clarkdarkoark church and statstatee relationships in education in utah phd
dissertation utah state university 1958 151511 as quoted in wilkinson and skousen 28

131peterson131peterson A new community 303
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this story further emphasizes that it was not a lack of interest in education but rather the

financial difficulties that faced latter day saints as they attempted to set up schools that

made free schools so tempting to the mormonscormonsMormons the efforts of the missionary schools to

americanize and educate those in utah were congratulated by US president chester A

arthur in his 1884 presidential message to congress he praised them for their efforts

over the last fifteen years that had resulted in 79 schools with an average of6000

students attending 132

regardless ofhow truly successful these schools were iinin converting young

mormon minds to supposedly purer religions and american values the threat that they

presented to the saints was taken seriously by their leaders this was coupled with

mounting pressure to provide free secular education throughout the territory governor

alfred cummings who enjoyed a friendly relationship with the mormonscormonsMormons tried to

convince the saints to conform their educational ideals to those accepted in the east

specifically that the latter day saints needed to provide free education that was also

untainted by religious influence 133 in the 1870s brigham young sensing the threat that

the missionary schools and the federal government presented to his educational ideals

opened two new private schools that bore his name brigham young academy in provo

and brigham young college in logan with the idea ofprotecting the saints fusion of

sacred and secular learning the addition of these private institutions however did not

address the concerns of the federal government and the pressure to create secular schools

only increased over the next few decades culminating with the edmunds tucker act of

1887 in which congress decreed that all church property valued over 50000 be seized

and turned over for the support of the territorial schools additionally supervision of the

132miton132miltonMItonwitonwlton lynn bennion mormonism andeducationand education salt lake city LDS
department ofeducation 1939 13839138 39 as quoted in wilkinson and skousen 27

133iwilkinsonwilkinson and skousen 25
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schools was transferred from the locally elected official to a utah supreme court

appointed commissioner ofeducation effectively ending mormon control of the schools

it was within this turbulent climate that the coraysconrays participated in utahs

educational system but financial difficulties and political pressures were not the only

concerns ofutah educators teachers in early utah were often frustrated by the lack of

stability tuition collection ungraded schools and the general indifference of the public
4 A

to the necessity ofeducating their children the attitudes ofparents influenced the

minds of their children who occasionally took their schooling less than seriously such

obstacles also affected martha as she taught school she recorded in herjournalher journal for 1876

several days when the students flustrafrustratedted her school is still grinding on gave comercorner

set a blast that lifted them I1 dont intend to be imposed upon much more by such a set of

geese she continued school awful outrageous girlsgirle she received a note of apology

from the girls committee a few days later 135

although as teachers martha and howard valued education reading marthas

diary leaves the impression that education was still second to survival howard and

martha did teach school several times but they also pursued other more lucrative

occupations yet even though there were fifrustrations inherent to her profession and life

presented its own challenges to her ideals martha continued to champion education until

the end ofher life she not only taught school but also served as the only woman on the

original board of trustees at brigham young academy in that capacity martha was part

of the initial group that determined curriculum specifically grappling with the essential

balance between secular and sacred learning in the church sponsored academies

edna dyer marthas granddaughter believed that marthas appointment to the

board of trustees was intended as an apology from brigham young following a

13peterson13 etersonPeterson the limits of learning 686968 69

135martha135martha coray diary february 242418761876 march 15 1876 passim
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disagreement over lucy mack smiths biography ofher son joseph for which martha

acted as scribe 136 after the saints arrived in utah word reached brigham young that

the manuscript had been published in england without his approval dyer recalled that

when young questioned martha about the book martha was offended by his attitude and

unpleasant feelings resulted young later accused her ofhaving a fanciful mind prone

to novel writing which in turn distorted the accuracy ofthe manuscript 137 martha

responded with an explanation ofhow she actually wrote the manuscript bishop edward

hunter sustained martha and the disagreement almost became a serious issue but all

questions were resolved later documents do not indicate any ill feelings between

martha and brigham young 13111xq

regardless ofthe circumcircumstancescircumstanstances attending her appointment it is clear from

marthas later journal entries that a feeling of respect existed between herself and

president young marthas letter to brigham young accepting the position on the board

alsoaiso clarified her feelings towards president young

accept my heart felt thanks istid for the honor conferred in calling me
yourself to assist in establishing the B Y academy ad2nd2d for the
consideration of my poor thought upon our home chemistry last but not
least for your permission to ask you by letter for instructions pertaining to
matters of the academy 1I1 have only to say that your name being named
upon the institution and it being one ofyour own creation I1 am mainly
desirous to know your will and that shall be my pleasure in everything
touching this establishment

imdyeryer incidents about martha coray 1

137biscoursediscourse ofbrigham young 8 may 1865 wellsville utah territory
brigham young papers as discussed in charles D tate jr s article howard and
martha jane knowlton coray ofofnauvoonauvoo in regional studies in latter day saint
church history ed H dean garrett provo utah department of church history and
doctrine brigham young university 1995 343

138aA letter from martha explained the circumstances that led to the premature and
unauthorized publication ofmother smiths manuscript see martha coray to brigham
young 13 june 1865 HBLL the process oftranscription is also described in tate
howard and martha 343
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she noted at the end ofotherher letter any correction of my ideas willwinwih be gratefully

received 139 such a response indicated that any illHIiiilii feelings between martha and

brigham young had been resolved and that martha was eager to follow the counsel of the

prophet of the latter day saint church

even before her appointment as trustee martha kept brigham young informed

about the educational needs of the women in the territory after her own daughter died in

childbirth martha wrote to president young about the need for better trained midwives in

utah A year later it was announced by bathsheba W smith that president young had

requested that three young women from every dement be trained as a midwife 14040

As part ofotherher appointment to the board of trustees martha was specifically

assigned to represent the needs of the young women who attended brigham young

academy 141 brigham young felt strongly that women should be educated and trained in

an occupation he told the female relief societies

there are many women who would make excellent mathematicians as
well as any man and they ought to have the privilege of studying and
developing the powers with which they are endowed women should not
only raise babies and make beds but study law and physics to benefit
society at large 142

while it is tempting to view brigham youngs efforts to encourage womens

education as a reflection ofthe nineteenth century womanscomans movement they must be

139martha139martha coray to brigham young 10 april 1876 HBLLBBLL

40womansdomanwoman s exponent 2 july 151518731873 27 the connection between marthas
letter and brigham youngs decision to train women to assist in childbirth was also noted
in women of covenant jliijilltill mulvay derr janath russell cannon and maureen
ursenbach beecher women of covenant the story of relief society salt lake city
deseret book co 1992 106.106log bathsheba W smith was the general relief society
president from november 10 1901 september 2020191019 10

14iemest14emestirmestEmest L wilkinson brigham young university the first one hundred
years 4 vols provo utah brigham young university press 197519761975 1976 165

142brighamibrigham142Brigham young sermon 18 july 1869 JD 1361
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by a different standard brigham young often equated education with gaining a

trade thus emphasizing the practical importance of education 143 young truly believed in

the importance ofconstant improvement and development in the individual but always

with the building of the kingdom of god in mind the end ofutahs isolation and

youngs desire for economic independence required that some women enter non-

traditional occupations yet the new possibilities were always within what young

considered appropriate boundaries women were to become bookkeepers so that the men

would be free to perform more physically demanding labor

brigham young academy had many female students from its beginning and

martha was to act as a mouthpiece for their interests however marthas assignments on

the board of trustees varied and included serving on the executive committee the

auditing committee and the committee for rules and bylawsby laws the executive committee

was responsible for the physical accommodations necessary to run a school in the board

minutes for december 4418751875 the executive committee stated that the opening ofthe

academy would have to be postponed for a few weeks to allow for the completion ofa

few essential repairs to the buildings particularly the completion ofa fence in marthas

journal we read that her boys worked on the academy fence from december 242418751875

through january 1118761876 demonstrating marthas active participation in academy affairs

other evidences ofotherher involvement in the academy include several motions made by

martha during board meetings including the self serving motion to hire her nephew

warren dusenburry as the first acting principal of the academy the minutes record

marthas frequent participation making motions as often as any of the male members

martha was honored for her dedication to brigham young academy by having two

wings ofthe provo tabernacle filled with adademystudentsacademy students during her neralfuneralfa the pall

143ibid 7 april 1873 JD 1617
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bearers were also selected from among this group 144 their attendance at the funeral

suggests that martha was well respected by all connected with the academy

during the years following its benefactors death martha championed the cause

ofbrighamofbrigham young academy as it faced severe financial trials martha solicited

monetary assistance from several sources she wrote a letter to george Q cannon a

counselor to both brigham young and his successor john taylor complaining about the

lack of support given to the academy and cannon published it as an editorial in the

juvenile instructor in the letter martha stated that brigham young academy was

struggling to accomplish the greatest good with the smallest means and that the current

success of the institution was due mainly to their unflinching trust in god she finished

with a call to israel to pay more attention to how close principles of faith honor and a

deep desire for general intelligence cling to the scholar even after leaving brigham

young academy 145

in this letter to george Q cannon martha not only sought help for the academy

but she also reiterated the idea espoused by church leaders that it was important to

combine mormon theology with secular education she had held this belief for some

time as demonstrated by an earlier letter to brigham young describing her philosophy of

education my principle in education has been gods laws of religion first mans laws

ofhonor and morality 2ndand science of every attainable kind and as much as possible but

lastly in forming a permanent base for character and hope of future salvation 146

comparing marthamarthasmanthass educational philosophies with the deed of trust signed by the

board members to organize the school demonstrates that marthas views regarding

education paralleled those ofbrighamofbrigham young the deed mandates that

1447erritorialterritorial enquirer provo utah december 21211881188 1

145141 editorial thoughts juvenile instructor salt lake city 15 5 march 1

1880 54

146146marthaiarthalarthalanthabarthaMartha coray to brigham young april 101018761876
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reading penmanship orthography grammar geography and mathematics
together with other useful subjects and old testament new testament
book ofmormon and doctrine and covenants the standard books of the
church should be read and their doctrine inculcated no books that speak
lightly of the divine mission of christ or of the prophet joseph smith are
allowed or ideas antagonistic to the principles of the gospel 147

yet exactly how these two were to be combined had not yet been established

martha wrote to brigham young regarding the requirements of the deed asking does

not the deed require the sacred book mentioned to be taken up as a study in the same way

as the sciences mentioned in trying to ascertain to what extent the doctrines ofthe

LDS church were to be formally included in the school curriculum she recommended

that a class in ancient history be taught in conjunction with church doctrines she

believed that this class would particularly benefit young men called on missions she had

even found a chart that simultaneously presented biblical and profane history that she

suggested be purchased for the course

furthermore she suggested that all other classes be imbued with the principles of

the gospel as far as the subject matters would allow this she believed would fulfill her

understanding ofyoungs desire to create a strong group ofyoung people who as martha
1 AO

said would never be lowered before the strongest assaults of infidelity 148 she also

requested that young respond before the boards meeting on saturday marthas

writings demonstrate how brigham young academy was striving to address the attack

upon latter day saint educational philosophies this coupled with the normal school at

the academy which provided many more well trained latter day saint teachers to the

job market helped to lessen the threat posed by the protestant missionary schools and the

intervention of the federal gogovernmentverment

147byBY academy board minutes june 18 1877 HBLL

148marthamantha148martha coray to brigham young april 101018761876
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conclusion

the womanscomans rights movement and the demands ofutahs religious community

had mixed results on utah women for some the changes had little if any effect on

their daily lives even for martha coray the new political and occupational

opportunities did little to change her responsibilities as a wife and mother they did

however allow greater latitude in what her contributions to the community could be

marthas legal expertise helped the family acquire land and secure business connections

to the market although the mona irrigation company eventually lost its water rights in

court martha was also essential to her familysfamilys fight for water rights her services with

the canal company saved the family needed cash as her work replaced the familysfamilys dues

brigham youngs isolationist policies also increased the value ofmarthas home

produced carpets soap and medicinal oils which also provided extra income for the

coray family finally as utahs educational system came under increased scrutiny from

the federal government marthas ideals and experience were used to help create a private

institution that has preserved latter day saint educational philosophies for over one

hundred and twentyfivetwenty five years rhetoric alone could not have provided such dramatic

social changes for women but rhetoric combined with the mormon crisis mentality

caused by thecomingthe coming ofthe gentiles into utah expanded and elevated the significance of

the contributions utah women made to the kingdom
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conclusion

the inscription on marthas tombstone reads while a loiter sic among the

poor she was a teacher of the learned god and nature were her preceptorspreceptorypreceptors humanity

was her religion and maternal sacrifice her idolatry 3547340541 the epitaph while admittedly

sentimental is actually an accurate and efficient description ofmarthas life it homes in

on the essential truths ofotherher life she loved to leamlearn and though her resources were

always limited she spent much ofotherher ilfelifefifeehfehefe in the pursuit ofeducation for herself her

children and other members of the community her life was guided by the prophets of

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints who martha believed were the

spokesmen for god she followed priesthood leadership across the great plains to settle

in utah territory and cultivate the unbroken soil once there she participated actively in

church sponsored programs intended to build a literal kingdom ofgod on the earth she

also raised eleven children in the territory and spent much ofotherher energy educating and

preparing them for whatever their future endeavors might be this brief description

includes the three essential elements ofmarthas life faith femininity and the frontier

using a multi cultural framework this thesis has described manytypicalmany typical

aspects of life for mormon women for most ofthem their faith was the greatest

influence on their lives through their conversion process they came to believe that god

had restored his priesthood to the earth and had ordained a prophet to guide his people

these women generally sacrificed whatever was asked of them in order to follow the

prophets counsel settlement patterns marriage practices and economic ventures were

provo city cemetery provo utah punctuation added
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all guided by church doctrine and the religious communitys needs

in order to follow their faith many women separated themselves geographically

ifnot emotionally from family members some were forcibly removed from their

homes while others willingly sold their belongings to cross the plains and settle in the

desert the first women to arrive in utah lived in wagons and sod homes moving up to

adobe or log homes and eventually into permanent structures the mormon settlers lost

crops to grasshoppers and crickets and learned to irrigate theirtheir andaridardd farms while

conditions improved as settlements became established the mormon frontier was ever

expanding to include new colonies so women again packed their belongings and moved

wherever the prophet sent them to raise whatever crops were needed by the mormon

people

but amidst the dirt and difficulties of their new homes mormon women tried

their best to make improvements As soon as possible they were adding small comforts

to their homes planting flowers and establishing schools these women did not forget

the standards of respectability that existed in the east they sought to establishreestablishre

genteel society and instill good republican values in their children As utah territory

became more populated and less economically isolated fulfilling domestic ideals and

achieving a middle class identity became the goal ofmost families completing the

patterns of their northeastern counterparts mormon women were organizedreorganizedre into a

womens organization the relief society under the auspices of the relief society

mormon women served the poor but they also took on new roles requested by brigham

young they began to store grain establish cooperative stores and raiseraise silk worms

some went beyond the mission of the relief society to enter into learned professions

this picture though generally accurate is not enough to understand mormon

women yes they sacrificed as a whole but some more than others yes they faithfully
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followed their prophet but some complained more than others some had happy

marriages and some did not this paper has tested the generalities against the details of

one womanscomans life that ofmartha jane knowlton coray she ofcourse fit more easily

into some parts of this framework than others she was committed to the church of

jesus christ oflatter day saints that much is clear and yet she and howard were

unsuccessful in their attempt to livefivehive polygamy martha and howard spent many years

farming and yet martha loathed returning to the isolation and gloom of lifeless

unfriendly ET 2 martha loved being a mother and grandmother As her children grew

they contributed to the familysfamilys economic wellbeingwell being when many ofthem had reached

adulthood and married martha began new rather daring economic ventures although

she was interested in womanscomans rights issues her pursuits were also aided by the churchschurche

emphasis on the united order home industries and brigham youngs desire to create

private religious schools throughout the territory

marthas life emphasizes the truth that women create their own experiences

somewhere in between the articulated ideals just because priesthood leaders encouraged

polygamy doesnt mean that every couple rushed out to participate in this radical new

religious practice just because brigham young encouraged women to develop their

skills and talents doesnt mean that mormon women took jobs outside the home and

rushed offto universities in large numbers although their beliefs were probably the

most defining characteristic ofmost mormon women it does not necessarily follow that

every precept was followed with exactness or to the logical extreme furthermore many

mormon women came from europe a few even came from the south pacific these

women brought entirely different cultural values with them when they came to utah

creating unique experiences for them for this reason I1 have sought to study one life

2 martha coray diary 4 march 1856 HBLLBBLL
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within the context of existing historical theories

this paper though thorough in its study of several aspects ofmarthas life

completely ignores other interesting and essential components constrained by space and

existing documents I1 selectively chose to examine certain areas ofboth her public and

private life I1 loved martha because she allowed me to test a wide range of activities

within the parameters established for mormon women I1 was able to look at her family

life economic life academic life and religious life finding commonalities with other

women and consistencies with prophetic counsel discovering that much ofotherher life

resembled the general picture that historians have painted about mormon women but

even though martha was unique in the breadth of activities she engaged in her life does

not exemplify all of the possibilities for women in utah in particular the details of the

womanscomans rights movement suffrage and political wranglingswranglings are absent from marthas

writings although there is evidence that she was interested in such topics marthas

diaries hold little information about the relief society one of the major aspects of

religious life for mormon women furthermore I1 would have liked to have included

more ofotherher family and their activities and feelings I1 also would have liked to have

discussed womens health issues and class issues within territorial utah that were evident

in marthas life after studying martha I1 began to think about how status was affected

by personal connections wealth priesthood callings and perceived religious devotion

while there is much to be done I1 am glad for what martha has taught me As I1

compared her life to those of other typical mormon women and northeastern women I1

learned that it takes more than a prophetic decree to enlarge ones sphere it takes self

determination intelligence and often the support ofones family I1 also learnlearneded that

ones sphere can usually be as large as an individual wants it to be I1 hope that she is
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happy now that her warfare in this world ended so that she with her family and

friends would be associated in a peaceful state ofeternal rest 3

3 martha coray diary 5 march 1856 HBLL
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