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grammar right, by the head teacﬁen”m A few weeks later Howard “ went to the Augest
{sic] Superintendent and _Schedl examiner to ascertain how much he knew.”'?’

| Apparently he performed satisfactorily because he continued teaching school. In 1863,
Wilson Howard Duéenberry, Martha’s nephew, visited her school, probably in the

capacity of superintendent and said, “Visited Aunt’s school. Was pleased with part of the

perﬁ}miances.”m

The success of the Protestant schools is debated among historians. Charles S. |
Peterson used data gathered by C. Merrill Hough to conclude that probably no more than
10 percent of young LDS pupils ever attended gentile schools.'® Yet their impact could
have been greater in specific locales. In 1887, the report of a Presbyterian school located
in St. George claimed that 27 out of its 30 pupils were from homes where one or both
parents were active members of the LDS church. The other three students came from
“aﬁ{)state“ Mormon homes. Ten students had joined the Presbyterian Sunday School, and
nine attended regularly.”*® Just thirteen years previously a teacher from St. Mark’s
Episcopal School ﬁad converted to Mormonism and had attempted to start a school in St.
George. Although this was initially received well, his financial expectations were so far
beyond what the community was able to provide that he gave up.®! Yet, years later the

free Protestant-sponsored school 1n the same town appeared to have plenty of students.

126\ fartha Coray, Diary, 23 February 1876.
"1bid., 4 March 1876.

'Zwilson Howard Dusenberry, 31 December 1863, typescript, Daughters of the
Utah Pioneers, Salt Lake City, 16. | |

12%peterson, “Limits of Learning,” 77, note 36.

1305 ames R. Clark, “Church and State Relationships in Education in Utah” (Ph.D.
dissertation, Utah State University, 1958), 151; as quoted in Wilkinson and Skousen, 28.

mPete'r:a;cm, “A New Community,” 303.
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This story further emphasizes that it was not a lack of interest in education, but rather the
financial difficulties that faced Latter-day Saints as they attempted to set up schools that
made free schools so tempting to the Mormons. The efforts of the missionary schools to
Americanize and educate those in Utah were congratulated by U.S. President Chester A.
Arthur in his 1884 presidential message to Congress. He praised them for their efforts
over the last fifteen years that had resulted in 79 schools with an average of 6,000
students attending. >

Regardless of how truly successful these schools were in cdnverting young
Mormon minds to supposedly purer religions and American #alues, the threat that they
presented to the Saints was taken seniously by their leaders. This was coupled with
mounting pressure to prévide free secular education throughout the territory. Governor
Alfred Cummings, who enjoyed a friendly relationship with the Mormons, tried to
convince the Saints to conform their educational ideals to those accepted in the East,
specifically that the Latter-day Saints needed to provide free education that was also
untainted by religious influence.'*® In the 18703; Brigham Young, sensing the threat that
the missionary schools and the federal government presented to his educational ideals,
opened two new private schools that bore his name, Bngham Young Academy in Provo
and Brigham Youﬁg College in Logan, with the idea of protecting the Saints’ fusion of
sacred and secular learning. The addition of these private institutiens, however, did not
address the concerns of the federal government and the pressure to create secular schools
only increased over the next few decades, culminating with the Edmunds-Tucker Actof
1887, in which Congress decreed that all church property valued over $50,000 be seized

and turned over for the support of the territorial schools. Additionally, supervision of the

*?Milton Lynn Bennion, Mormonism and Education (Salt Lake City: LDS
Department of Education, 1939), 138-39; as quoted in Wilkinson and Skousen, 27.

133wilkinson and Skousen, 25.
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schools was transferred from the l'ocally elected official to a Utah Supreme Court-
appointed commissioner of education, effectively ending Mormon control of the schools.
It was within this turbulent climate that the Corays participated in Utah’s
educational system, but financial difficulties and political pressures were not the only
concerns of Utah educators. Teachers in early Utah were often frustrated by the lack of
stability, tuition collection, ungraded schools, and the general indifference of the public
to the neccsSity of educating their children.’** The attitudes of parents influenced the
minds of their children, who occasionally took their schooling less than seriously. Such
obstacles also affected Martha as she taught school. She recorded in her journal for 1876
several days when the students frustrated her: “School is still grinding on. Gave corner
set a blast that lifted them, I don’t intend to be imposed ui}on' much more by such a set of
geese.” She continued, “School awful —outrageous giris”; 'she received a note of apology

from the girls committee a few days later.>

Although as teachers Martha and Howard valued education, reading Martha’s
diary leaves the impression that edﬁcation was still second to survival. Howard and
Martha did teach school several times, but they also pursued other, more lucrative,
occupations. Yet, even though there were frustrations inherent to her profession, and life
presented its own challenges to her ideals, Martha continued to champion education until
the end of her life. She not only taught school, but also served as the oﬁly woman on the
original Board of Trustees at Brigham Young Academy. In that capacity Martha was pért
of the initial group that determined curriculum, speciﬁcally grappling with the essential
balance between secular and sacred learning in the church-sponsored academies.

Edna Dyer, Martha’s granddaughter, belie?ed that Martha’s appointment to the

Board of Trustees was intended as an apology from Brigham Young following a

'34peterson, “The Limits of Learning,” 68-69. |

'"Martha Coray, Diary, February 24, 1876-March 15, 1876, passim.
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disagreement over Lucy Mack Smith’s biography of her son, Joseph, for which Martha
acted as scribe.’*® After the Saints arrived in Utah, word reached Brigham Young that
the manuscript had been published in England without his approval. Dyer recalled that
when Young questioned Martha about the book, Martha was offended by his attitude, and
“unpleasant feelings resulted.” Young later accused her of haﬁng a fanciful mind prone
to novel writing which in turn distorted the accuracy of the manuscript."”” Martha
respondéd with an explanétion of how she actually wrote the mam;scﬁpt. Bishop Edward
Hunter sustained Martha, and the disagreement almost became a serious issue, but all
questions were resolved. Later documents do not indicate any ill feelings between
Martha and Brigham Young.'*®

Regardless of the circumstances attending her appointment, it is clear from
Martha’s later journal 'entriesk that a feeling of respect existed between herself and
President Young. Martha’s letter to Brigham Young accepting the position on the Board

also-clanified her feelings towards President Young:

Accept my heart felt thanks -1® for the honor conferred in calling me
yourself to assist in establishing the B. Y. Academy -2™ for the
consideration of my poor thought upon our home chemistry -Last but not
least for your permission to ask you by letter for instructions pertaining to
matters of the Academy -1 have only to say that your name being named
upon the institution and it being one of your own creation I am mainly
desirous to know your will and that shall be my pleasure in everything
touching this establishment.

“*Dyer, “Incidents About Martha Coray,” 1.

“"Discourse of Brigham Young, 8 May 1865, Wellsville, Utah Territory,
Brigham Young Papers, as discussed in Charles D. Tate Jr.’s article, “Howard and
Martha Jane Knowlton Coray of Nauvoo,” in Regional Studies in Latter-day Saint
Church History, ed. H. Dean Garrett (Provo, Utah: Department of Church History and
Doctrine, Brigham Young University, 1995), 343.

%A letter from Martha explained the circumstances that led to the premature and
unauthorized publication of Mother Smith’s manuscript. (See Martha Coray to Brigham
Young, 13 June 1865, HBLL.) The process of transcription is also described in Tate,
“Howard and Martha,” 343.
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She noted at the end of her letter, “Any correction of my ideas will be gratefully
rta’:f.tzeived."""1-39 Such a response indicated that any ill feelings between Martha and

Brigham Young had been resolved and that Martha was eager to follow the counsel of the
prophet of the Lattér-day Saint Church.

Even befofe her appointment as trustee, Martha kept Brigham Young infqmed
about the educational needs of the women in the territory. After her own daughter died in
childbirth, Martha wrdte to President Young about the need for better trained midwives in
ﬁtah, A vear later it was announced by Bathsheba W, Smith that President Young had
requested that three young women from every  tlement be trained as a midwife.'*’

As part of her appointment to the Board of Trustees, Martha was specifically
assigned to represent the needs of the young women who attended Brigham Young
Academy.'"! Brigham Young felt strongly that women should be educated and trained in

an occupation. He told the Female Relief Societies:

There are many women who would make excellent mathematicians, as
well as any man, and they ought to have the privilege of studying and
developing the powers with which they are endowed. Women should not
only raise babies and make beds, but study law and physics to benefit
society at large.!*?

While it is tempting to view Brigham Young’s efforts to encourage women’s

education as a reflection of the nineteenth-century woman’s movement, they must be

'**Martha Coray to Brigham Young, 10 April 1876, HBLL.

“OWoman’s Exponent 2 (July 15, 1873) : 27. The connection between Martha’s
letter and Brigham Young’s decision to train women to assist in childbirth was also noted
in Women of Covenant. (Jill Mulvay Derr, Janath Russell Cannon, and Maureen
Ursenbach Beecher, Women of Covenant: The Story of Relief Society [Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Co., 1992}, 106.) Bathsheba W. Smith was the general Relief Society
president from November 10, 1901-September 20, 1910,

'“*Ernest L. Wilkinson, Brigham Young University: The First One Hundred
Years, 4 vols. (Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1975-1976), 1.65

IBrigham Young, sermon, 18 July 1869, JD 13:61.
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judged by a different standard. Brigham Young often equated education with gammg a
trade, thus emphasizing the practical importaiice of education.’® Young truly believed in
the importance of constant improvement and development in the individual, but always
with the building of the Kingdom of God in mind. The end of Utah’s isolation and
Young’s desire for economic independence required that smﬁe women enter non-
traditionai occupations. Yet, the new possibilities were always within what Young
considered appropriate baundaﬁes. Women were to become bookkeepers so that the men
would be free to perform more physically deﬁlandixlg labor.

Brigham Young Academy had many female students from its be@nning, and
Martha was to act as a mouthpiece for their interests. However, Martha’s assignments on
the Board of Tmstées varied and included serving on the executive committee, the
auditing committee, and the committee for rules and by-laws. The executive committee
was responsible for the physical accommodations necessary to run a school. In the board
minutes for December 4, 1875, the executive commitiee stated that the opening of the
Academy would have to be postponed for a few weeks to allow for the completion of a
few essential repairs to the buildings, particularly the completion of a fence. In Martha’s
journal we read that her boys worked on the Academy fence from December 24, 1875,
through January 1, 1876, demonstrating Martha’s active paﬁicipgﬁon in Academy affairs.
Other evidences of her involvement in the Academy include several motions made by
Martha during board meetings, including the self-serving motion to hire her nephew,
Warren Du'senburry, as the first acting principal of the Academy. The minutes fecard
Martha’s frequent participation, making motions as often as any of the male members.
Martha was honored for her dedication to Brigham Young Academy by having two
wings of the Provo Tabernacle filled with Academy students during her funeral. The pall

PP

*SIbid., 7 April 1873, JD 16:17.
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bearers were also selected from among this group.'* 'I‘heif attendance at the funeral
suggests that Martha was well respected by all connected with the Academy.

During the years following its benefactor’s death, Martha chaﬁapioned the cause
of Brigham Young Academy as it faced severe financial trials. Martha solicited
monetary assistancé from several sources. She wrote a letter to George Q. Cannon, a
counselor to both Brigham Young and his successor John Taylor, complaining about the
lack of support given to the Academy, and Cannon published it as an editorial in the
Juvenile Instructor. In the letter, Martha stated that Brigham Young Academy was
struggling to accomplish the “greatest good with the smallest means” and that the current
success of the institution was due matinly to their “unflinching trust in God.” She finished
with a call to “Israel” to pay more attention to “how close principles of faith, honor and a
deep desire for general intelligence cling to the scholar even after leaving Brigham
Young Academy.”'*’ _

In this letter to George Q. Cannon, Martha not only sought help for the Academy,
but she also reiterated the idea espoused by Church leaders that it was important to
combine Mormon theology with secular education. She had held this belief for some
time as demonstrated by an earlier letter to Brigham Young describing her philosophy of
education: “My principle in education has been ~Gods laws of religion first ~-Man’s laws
of honor and morality 2™ Science of every attainable kind and as much as possible but
lastly in forming a permanent base for character and hope of future salvation,”'*
Coinparing Martha’s educational philosophies with the Deed of Trust signed by the

Board Members to organize the school demonstrates that Martha’s views regarding

education paralleled those of Brigham Young. . The deed mandates that

W Territorial Enquirer (Provo, Utah),, December 21, 1881.

SEditorial Thoughts,” Juvenile Instructor (Salt Lake City) 15, 5 (March 1,
1880) : 54. -

"*Martha Coray to Brigham Young, April 10, 1876.
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Reading, penmanship, orthography, grammar, geography and mathematics
together with other useful subjects and Old Testament, New Testament,
Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants, the standard books of the
Church, should be read and their doctrine inculcated. No books that speak
lightly of the divine mission of Christ or of the prophet Joseph Smith are
allowed or ideas antagonistic to the principles of the gospel.'*’

Yet exactly how these two were to be combined had not yet been established.
Martha wrote to Brigham Young regarding the requiréments of the deed asking, “Does
not the Deed require the sacred book mentioned to be taken up as a study in the same way
as the sciences mentioned?” In trying to ascertain to what extent the doctrines of the
LDS church were to be formally inclﬁded in the school curriculum, she recommended
that a class in ancient history be taught in conjunction with church doctrines. She
believed that this class would particularly benefit young men called on missions. She had
even found a chart that simultaneously presented Biblical and profane history that she
suggested be purchased for the course.

Furthermore, she suggested that all other classes be imbued with the principles of
the gospel as far as the subject matters would allow. This, she believed, would fulfill her
understanding of Young'’s desire to create a strong group of young people who, as Martha
said, would “never be lowered before the strongest assaults of infidelity.”**® She also
requested that Young respond before the Board’s meéting on Saturday. Martha’s
writings demonstrate how Brigham Young Academy was striving to address the attack
upon Latter-day Saint educational philosophies. This, coupled with the normal school at
the Academy, which provided many more well-trained Latter-day Saint teachers to the
job market, helped to lessen the threat posed by the Protestant missionary schools and the

intervention of the federal government.

HRY. Academy Board Minutes, June 18, 1877, HBLL..

'“*Martha Coray to Brigham Young, April 10, 1876.
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Conclusion:

The woman’s rights movement and the demands of Utah’s religious community
had mixed results on Utah women. For some, the changes had little, if any, effect on
their daily lives. Even for Martha Coray, the new political and occupational -
opportunities did little to change her responsibilities as a wife and mother, They did,
however, allow greater latitude in what her contributions to the community could be.
Martha’s legal expertise helped the family acquire land and s;ecure business connections
to the market. Although the Mona Irrigation Company eventually lost its water rights in
court, Martha was also essential to her family’s fight for water rights; her services with
the canal cémpaﬁy saved the family needed cash as her work replaced the family’s dues.
Brnigham Young’s isolationist policies also increased the value of Martha’s home
produced carpets, soap, and medicinal oils, which also provided extra income for the
Coray family. Finally, as Utah’s educational system came under increased scrutiny from
the federal government, Martha’s ideals and experience were used to help create a private
institution that has preserved Latter-day Saint educational philosophies for over one
hundred and twenty-five years. Rhetoric alone_ could not have pr;ovided such dramaﬁc'
social changes for women. But rhetoric combined with the Mormon crisis mentality,
caused by the coming of the gentiles into Utah, expanded and elevated the significance of

the contributions Utah women made to the Kingdom.
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CONCLUSION

The inscription on Martha’s tombstone reads: “While a loiter [sic] among the
poor, She was a teacher of the learned. God and Nature were her preceptors, Humanity
was her _religibn, and Matefnal sacrifice her idolatry.”! The epitaph, while admittedly
sentimental, 1s actually an accurate. and efficient description of Martha’s life. It homes in
on the essential truths of her life. She loved to learn, and though her resources were
alﬁays limited, she spent much of her life in the pilrsuit of education for herself, her
children, and other members of the community. Her life was guided by the prophets of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who Mmthé believed were fh_e
spok_esnien for God. She followed priesthood leadership across the great plains to settle
~ in Utah Territory and cultivate the unbroken soil. Once there, she participated actively in
chﬁrch—sponsored programs intended to build a literal Kingdom of God on the earth. She
also raised eleven children in the territory and spent much of her energy educating and
preparing them for whatever their ﬁature endeavors might be. This brief description
includes the three essential elements of Martha’s life: faith, femininity, and the frontier.

Using a multi-cultural framework, this thesis has described many “typical”
aspects of life for Mormon women. For most of them, their faith was the greatest
influence on their lives. Through their conversion process, they came to believe that God
had restored His priesthood to the earth and had ordained a prophet to guide his people. _
These women generally sacrificed whatever was asked of them in order to follow the

prophets’ counsel. Settlement patterns, marriage practices, and economic ventures were

' Provo City Cemetery, Provo, Utah. Punctuation added.
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all guided by church doctrine and the religious community’s needs.

In order to follow their faith, many women separated themselves geographicélly,
if not emotionally, from family members. Some were forcibly removed from their
homes, while others willingly sold their belongings to cross the plains and settle in the
desert. The first women to arrive in Utah lived in wagons and sod homes, moving up to
adobe or log homes, and eventually into permanent structures. The Mormon settlers lost
crops to grasshoppers and crickets and learned to irrigate their anid farms. While
conditions improved as settlements bécame established, the Mormon frontier was ever
expanding to include new colonies. So women again packed their belongings and moved
wherever the prophet sent them to raise whatever crops were needed By the Mormén
people.

But amidst the dirt and difficulties of their new homes, Mdnnon women tried_
their best to make improvements. As soon as possible they were adding small comforts
to their homes, planting_ﬂowers, and establishing schools. These women did not forget
the standards of respectability that existed in the East. _They sought to re-establish
genteel society and instill good republican values in their children. As Utah Terntory
became more populated and less econonﬁcaliy isolated, fulfilling domestic ideals and
achieving a middle-class identity became the goal of most families. Completiﬁg the
patterns of their Northeastern counterparts, Mormon women were ré-organized into a
women’s organization, the Relief Society. Under the auspices of the Relief Society,
Mormon women served the poor, but they also took on new roles requested bjr Brigham
Young. They began to store grain, establish cooperative stores, and raise silk worms. -
Some went beyond the mission of the Relief Society to enter into learned professions.

This picture, though generally accurate, is not enough to understand Mormon

women. Yes, they sacrificed as a whole, but some more than others. Yes, they faithfully
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followed their pmphét, but some complained more than others. Some had happy
marriages, and some did not. This paper has tested the generalities against the details of
one woman'’s life, that of Martha Jane Knowlton Coray. She, of course, fit more easily
into some parts of this framework than others. She was committed to The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; that much is clear, and yet she and Howard were
uﬁsuccessﬁ.ﬂ in their attempt to live polygamy. Martha and Howard spent many years
farming, and yet Martha loathed returning to the isolation and “gloom of lifeless
unfriendly E.T.”* Martha loved being a mother .and grandmother. As her children grew,
they contributed to the family’é economic well-being. When many of them had reached
adulthood and married, Martha begah new, rather daring, economic venture;s. Although
she was interested in woman’s rights issues, her pursuits were also aided by the church’s
emphasis on the United Order, home industries, and Brigham Young'’s desire to create
private religious schools ﬂnanghaut the territory.

Martha’s life emphasizes the truth that women create their own experiences
somewhere in between the articulated ideals. Just because priesthood leaders encouraged
polygamy doesn’t mean that every couple rushed out to participate in this radical new
religious practice. Just because Brigham Young encouraged women to develop their |
skills and talents doesn’t mean that Mormon women took jobs outside the home and
rushed off to universities in large numbers. Although their beliefs were probably the
most defining charactenstic of most Mormon women, it does not necessarily follow that
every precept was followed with exactness or to the logical extreme. Furthermore, many
Mormon women came from Europe; a few even came from the South Pacific. These
women brought entirely different cultural values with them when they came to Utah,

creating unique experiences for them. For this reason, I have sought to study one life

2 Martha Coray, Diary, 4 March 1856, HBLL.
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within the context of existing historical theories.

This paper, though thorough in its study of several aspects of Martha’s life,
completely ignores other interesting and essential components. Constrained by_ spﬁce and
existing documents, I selectively chose to ¢xamine certain areas of both her public and
private life. 1loved Martha because she allowed me to test a wide range of activities
within the pa:rémeters established for Mormdn women, I was able to look at her family
life, economic life, academic life, and religious life finding commonalities with other'
women and consistencies with prophetic couﬁsel, discovering that much of her life
resembled the general picture tﬁat historians have paiﬁted about Mormon women. But
even though Martha was unique in the breadth of activities she engaged in, her life does
not exemplify all of the possibilities for women in Utah. In particular the details of the
woman’s rights movement, suffrage, and political wranglings are absent from Martha’s
writings, although there is evidence that she was interested in such topics. Martha’s
diaries hold little information about the Relief Society, one of the major aspects of
religious life for Mormon women. Furthermore, I would have liked to have included
more¢ of her family and their activities and feelings. I also would have liked to have
- discussed women’s health issues and class issues within territorial Utah that were evident
in Martha’s life. After studying Martha, 1 began to think about how status was affected
by personal connections, wealth, priesthood callings, and perceived religious devotion.

‘While there is much to be .done, I am glad for what Martha has taught me. AsI
compared her life to those of other “typical” Mormon women and Northeastern women, 1
learned that it takes more than a prophetic decrée to enlarge one’s sphere; it takes self-
determination, intelligence, and, often, the support of one’s family. I also learned that

one’s sphere can usually be as large as an individual wants it to be. I hope that she is



159

happy now that her “warfare in this world ended so that [she] with [her} family and

friends would be associated in a peaceful state of Eternal rest.”

* Martha Coray, Diary, 5 March 1856, HBLL.
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