


Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1980

Hartley: The Priesthood Reorganization of 1877: Brigham Young's Last Achie

31



BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 20, Iss. 1 [1980], Art. 2

U0sI12194 21NUE))

C
11 ¢ L / 11 Q1 JUON SPAH O 2psody (0981) 212dueg
SWES | dwIeg
7 7 ¢ 0 I / I SWE(T WA\ (CC]T) uemoIr]
MU 7 ISTIYVIN L A [
/ i ¢ €1 I a 7 moug g apsody (6981) 281020) "1g
Z AS[PUTH ®I]
¢ ¢ 0 I A 8 QUON 12IST[[ED) "SOY], (6981) pIe[[IIN
MIU 7 D[EPSED [, "091)
i 0 0 I ¢ I d IDA010) POf (8981) qen(
MU 7 MOUS ") I2AT[()
8 [ I Z Al 01 I moug T apsody (9¢81) 19p[H xog
7 12Uy |, SISO
L L 01 ¢ I yT QUON] af ‘Gunox g (6¢81) 2yde)
Z JWIES
I [ ¢ C 0 C DUON] SpopIny uyo|[ (6981) 1oATYg
C dpng WEIIA\
¢ Z1 [ 1 9 o1 JUON] yony " D apsody (6981) 2ye 1eag
Z WL »LZ O ® 7 — SIO[2SUNO") ‘ST IBIS MIN ummm mnﬁ..a:am
_,.J_ _— = #
: amzzd & = 2 3 $21d IS PIO PUT EIS PIO
z 7 @ 09 m = W m & Z
=3 S=Pas T = = )
o o %80 9 & a. A
2 o & © - Z
g,

34

32

+STOPEYT PUE SITU[) MIN]
¢ H19V.L

http://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss1/2



Hartley: The Priesthood Reorganization of 1877: Brigham Young's Last Achie

soymys [edyderdoiq snouea pue tpuirg (vp-aopry fo siagy sasaf Jo quangy aq
Jo Gaopstpy srpadopOusy pue pipadopousy jpargdvadorg 77 ‘uosus( MdIpuy (YOO NNUIN PUE ‘SaLI0ISTH 1dLDSNURY ‘SPI0I2Y [EDLWOISTH IYEIG PUE PIEA (SIINOG,

101

001 8 9¢ 0¥ 1 1% STV.LOL ANVYO
9¢ 1T ¢ 6 Iy 0¢ MIN F1 STV.LO.L
0 ¢ 0 1 v ¢ K JIIUDE] “sef oINS ue]
1 4 0 0 9 9 4 yorey weyriqy DIESE A\
{ i% 0 0 9 9 4 UBWAT ‘A STOUEL] 2[00 [
4 S [ I 6 01 4 JOD AW Jwung
8 I 0 0 6 6 z aTwg O PIE[Ix ueSION
Z 1 0 I C 9 Z rennN [T qeuey]
9 0 Z 9 4 8 4 TS Y WA STAB(T
SHAV.LS AIN

VL ¥9 ¢ 6 66 161 MIU 87 panunuo)) ¥
JWES ¢ MIN] 6 STV.LO.L

T T z {224 "H piseQ
9 01 0 0 91 91 QUON spreydry " apsody (1¢8T) 12q24\

JWES 7 SWeg
<1 ¢ C1 T 01 e 4 uouue”) snguy (L¥81) 23eT IeS

Z (paurepio) oweg

l 4 ¢l Gl Z L1 QUON] (Funoe)

oowg 'O 'Y (z¢81) yean

Z 120uadg urpjuel]

¢ 9 0 ¢ 8 I1 SUON] (Bunoe)

PQNYL N Y

(L81) 191898

35

33

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1980



BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 20, Iss. 1 [1980], Art. 2

Mutuals, and Relief Societies organized them to aid and bless their
members. Many men had priesthood meetings to attend now that
they did not have before. Members not previously part of any ward
or branch were now enrolled and at least noticed by some author-
ities. Sunday School children started to receive the sacrament weekly.
Despite strong talk of “lopping off the dead branches,” records show
no notable increase in Church trials or excommunications. The reor-
ganization movement ‘“has had the influence of Waking Some up
that were way off the line of their duty,” noted a bishop’s counselor
in a tiny ward, who then added: “Nearly all the Branch has been
rebaptized.” Rebaptisms gave members opportunities to repent and
reorder their living patterns.!

The 1877 reordering was the single most important priesthood
analysis and redirecting since the priesthood restorations of forty-
eight years earlier. Church history records but few major retoolings
of priesthood operations. Those identified include the calling of the
first ward bishops in Nauvoo in 1839, the multiplying of seventies
units in 1844, the structuring of wards and quorum work in Salt
Lake City in 1849, the systematizing of quorum work in 1908, the
correlation effort of 1928, and modern correlation programs com-
menced in 1961. Only the last one compares with the com-
prehensiveness and magnitude of the 1877 changes.?

The reorganization of 1877 was a final testament by Brigham
Young, who sought all his life to follow accurately Joseph Smith’s
teachings as to how priesthood ought to function in the Church.
“The Church is more perfectly organized than ever before, perhaps
with the exception of the general assembly at Kirtland, but in some
things now we are more stable and complete than we were even
then,” observed John Taylor that September. The semi-gothic As-
sembly Hall, built 1877-1880, still stands on Temple Square as an
impressive granite-and-wood memorial of President Young’s 1877
priesthood reorganization, his last major achievement as a prophet
on earth.%3

*'Urah Srake Historical Record, 3 June 1877; Journal of Benjamin H. Tolman, Jr., film of MS,
December 1877, Church Archives. In a number of wards and stakes only the rebaptized were called to
positions. In Beaver, “teachers should not be taken from among those who have not been rebaptized”
(Beaver Stake Historical Record, 27 October 1877).

’Baumgarten, “Role and Function of Seventies,” pp. 31-33; Beecher, “Office of Bishop,” p. 14;
Bishops Minutes, 25 March 1849; Hartley, “The Pnesthood Reform Movement, 1908-1922" pp.
137-56; Richard O. Cowan and Wilson K. Andersen, The Living Church: The Unfolding of the Programs
and Organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints during the Twentieth Century (Provo:
BYU Publications, 1974), pp. 214, 541-66; Richard O. Cowan, “The Priesthood-Auxiliary Movement,
1928-1938,” BYU Studies 19 (Fall 1978):106-20.

“JD, 19:146; “Epistle of the Twelve Apostles,” September 1877, in Clark, Messages of the First Presi-
dency, 2:298.
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