


day schoolschool turn in monthly and quarterly reports keep accurate trial
records take over from the priesthood quorums the task of support-
ing temple laborers and hold proper sabbath meetings virtually all
new bishopricsbishoprickbish oprics were properly ordained as high priests and set apart
to their callings thus qualifying as proper church tribunals

priests teachers and deacons the 1877 changes revolutionized
aaronic priesthood work by stipulating that all youth receive some
priesthood instead of just a few youth having that privilege youth
were the solution to the longstandinglong standing dilemma of how to keep less-
er priesthood quorums staffed when capable men were recruited
away from them to the higher quorumsquorums the new policy was for ex-
periencedperienced teachers to take youths with them while ward teaching
the second phase created scores of new aaronic priesthood units
most filled with boys some boys became deacons at age eleven we-
ber stake ordained all the boys above fourteen years not already or-
dained reactions to this new youth priesthood were strongly favor-
able an october report from ogden noted the great good that had
already resulted from organizing the lesser priesthood the young
men responding to the call they received in such a manner as en
kindled new lifelffilfeifflife and spirit in the hearts of their parents and older
members of the church generally A cache bishop said that a
source of strength had been opened up through the organization of
the aaronic priesthood the young men acquitting themselves credit-
ably the salt lake stake presidency felt especially blessed in or-
daining the young to positions in the priesthood 116060

the duties of priests and teachers to ward teach and deacons to
care for meetinghousesmeetinghouses were not new but with more and better su-
pervisedpervised quorumsquorums the work was accomplished more effectively and
it was done by youths giving them some priesthood training before
adulthood so that presumably they would make better melchizedek
priesthood bearers

members the movement did cause a reformation among many
saints published epistles and sermons better stake and ward organi-
zationszations closer apostolic supervision more visiting by acting and or-
dained aaronic priesthood bearers and clearer instructions and ex-
pectations helped members toe the line a little better probably more
than a thousand members received new ward and stake positions
through which to grow and serve wards lacking sunday schools

61 weber61weber stake hooper and west wards elders quorum minutes 1875 1886 23 september 1877
MS church archives deseret news weekly 24 october 1877 cache stake manuscript history 3 and 4
november 1877 salt lake stake manuscript history 29 november 1877
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mutualsMutuals and relief societies organized them to aid and bless their
members many men had priesthood meetings to attend now that
they did not have before members not previously part of any ward
or branch were now enrolled and at least noticed by some author-
ities sunday school children started to receive the sacrament weekly
despite strong talk of lopping off the dead branches records show
no notable increase in church trials or excommunicationscommunicationsex the reor-
ganization movement has had the influence of waking some up
that were way off the line of their duty noted a bishops counselor
in a tiny ward who then added nearly all the branch has been
rebaptized Rebaptisms gave members opportunities to repent and
reorder their living patterns 61

the 1877 reordering was the single most important priesthood
analysis and redirecting since the priesthood restorations of forty
eight years earlier church history records but few major retoolingsretoolings
of priesthood operations those identified include the calling of the
first ward bishops in nauvoo in 1839 the multiplying of seventies
units in 1844 the structuring of wards and quorum work in salt
lake city in 1849 the systematizing of quorum work in 1908 the
correlation effort of 1928 and modern correlation programs com-
menced in 1961 only the last one compares with the com-
prehensiveness and magnitude of the 1877 changes 62

the reorganization of 1877 was a final testament by brigham
young who sought all his life to follow accurately joseph smiths
teachings as to how priesthood ought to function in the church
the church is more perfectly organized than ever before perhaps

with the exception of the general assembly at kirtland but in some
things now we are more stable and complete than we were even
then observed john taylor that september the semi gothic as-
sembly hall built 1877 1880 still stands on temple square as an
impressive granite and wood memorial of president youngs 1877
priesthood reorganization his last major achievement as a prophet
on earth 63

6utahutahbutah stake historical record 3 june 1877 journal of benjamin H tolman jr film of MS
december 1877 church archives in a number of wards and stakes only the rebaptized were called to
positions in beaver teachers should not be taken from among those who have not been rebaptized
beaver stake historical record 27 october 1877

12 12baumgartenbaumgarten role and function of seventies ppap 31 33 beecher office of bishop p 14

bishops minutes 25 march 1849 hartley the priesthood reform movement 1908 1922 ppap
137 56 richard 0 cowan and wilson K andersen the living church the unfolding odtheoftheof the programs
and organization of the church ofjesusof jesus christ of latter day saints during the twentieth century provo
BYU publications 1974 ppap 214 541 66 richard 0 cowan the priesthood auxiliary movement
192819381928 1938 BYU studies 19 fall 1978106 20

JD6jd 19146 epistle of the twelve apostles september 1877 in clarkdarkoark messages odtheoftheof fhethe first presi-
dency 2298
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