
Great Basin Naturalist

Volume 35 | Number 3 Article 8

9-30-1975

Additional records of reptiles from Jalisco, Mexico
Philip A. Medica
University of California, Los Angeles

Rudolf G. Arndt
Stockton State College, Pomona, New Jersey

James R. Dixon
Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Western North American Naturalist Publications at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Great Basin Naturalist by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please contact
scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Recommended Citation
Medica, Philip A.; Arndt, Rudolf G.; and Dixon, James R. (1975) "Additional records of reptiles from Jalisco, Mexico," Great Basin
Naturalist: Vol. 35 : No. 3 , Article 8.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn/vol35/iss3/8

http://home.byu.edu/home/?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://home.byu.edu/home/?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn/vol35?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn/vol35/iss3?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn/vol35/iss3/8?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/gbn/vol35/iss3/8?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fgbn%2Fvol35%2Fiss3%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu


ADDITIONAL RECORDS OF Ri:i?TILl^:S I'ROM .lAIJSCO. MEXICO

Philip A. Mcdira'. Rii,l,,ir (i. Ain.ll-. ,ni.l l.nurs I',. I)iv,,n^

Abstract.— Notewortliy ri-cords ol tr|ililc^ iVoi

first state recoi'ds of Colennyx clrga/is /u-nioi tills, llic

notes on the distribution ;ind roprodiK tinti of F.umrcc

l.diMii. Affxito. are presented. The
KM 111 d for Gcophis tarasra<\ and
if/duhl/us are discussed.

A small collection of amphibians and
reptiles from Jalisco, Mexico. \ icldc^l

several noteworthy specimens.
Coleonyx elegans nemoralis I\laiil)(M'.

One male (88 nnn snout to Aciit lo]i<>th.

SVj from 28.1 km SW Autlan, .lali'sco.

(Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection,

i^exas A & M University, TCWC 48035 ).

collected on 19 May 1974. elevation 518
m. There are three known sjiecimens

from Jalisco. The first, a male (Los An-
geles Coimty Musemn, LACM 37568 ) 83

mm SV, from 74.2 km SW Antlan. Jalis-

co, was collected by J. R. Dixon and R.

Heyer on 23 July 19fv. This specimen
has 10 preanal pores; 7-7 supralabials; h-7

infralabials; 9 scales nostril to nostril;

gulars contacting mental; 4/4 gulars con-

tacting first infralabials; 21 rows of tuber-

cles across at midbody, and 16 fourth toe

lamellae. Our specimen (TCWC 48035

)

has 11 preanal })ores; 8-8 supralabials; 7-8

infralabials; 9 scales nostril to nostril; 5

gulars contacting mental; 1/5 gulars con-

tacting first infralabials; 20 rows of tuber

cles across at midbody, and 1 7 fourth toe

lamellae. The third specimen ( Brigham
Young University, BYLT 41299). a male
85 mm SV, from 14.5 km N Barra de

Navidad, Jalisco, was collected by J. Ott-

ley on 30 October 1974. This spetimen
has 10 preanal pores; 6-7 supralabiaL; 7 -S

infralabials; 9 scales nostril to nostril!; (>

gulars contacting mental; 2/2 gulars con-

tacting first infralabials; 21 rows of tu-

bercles across at midbody, and 16 fourth

toe lamellae. All specimens are within the

range of variation described by Klauber
(1945). These specimens extend X\\v

known range of this species inland some
107 km N from the coastal area of Cf)-

lima, the heretofore northenmiost portion

of its known range (Klauber. 1945; Kluge.

1975).
Eunieces brevirostris iudiibitus Taylor.

A series of 20 specimens, including 9 jmc-

1U.C.I..A., P. 0. Box 495, Mercury, Xcvnda SOUJ !.

^Faculty of Natural Sciences & Mnthematics, Slofkl-u Sl.il.'

^Dcparimcnt of Wildlife Sciences, Texas A Sc M T"ui\ci^ii v

niles (2l-)0 mm SV. x -- 26.7 mm) and
n adidts (52-75 mm SV, x - 61.2 mm),
collected 25 km '>>¥. Autlan, Jalisco

(J'CWC ISO 50- 18055 I. on 17 May 1974.
J'his siic is appro\iniat(4\ 50 km W of the
ne.ucsl i-eporled hxalitv and about 100
km SSE of the northernmost locality for

this subspecies, both in Jalisco, thus par-

tially filling the hiatus in the distribution

described 1)\ Dixon (1969). Our speci-

mens (>xhil)it <i signifi( antlv lower mimber
of fourth loe lamellae ( 11-11. x - 11.8
- 0.25) and Mipei-ciliaries (

5-() to 7-7^

X 6.27 ' 0.08 I. but olherwise they fall

well \\ithin the range of variation for

indul'ilus given In Dixon (1969). This
spec ies is ()\ ()\ ivipatous according to Tan-
ner (1058). \-\h() reported a female that

(ontaiiu'd two fulK devclojied embryos.
\A'e secured on(> large female (75 mm SV.
weight ().()7 g) that bore six live young
between llie time of capture and the next
morning. Iheir r.uige in length was 24-

28 mm S\' (X 2<). > mm) and in weight
from 0. )7-0. I() g (X 0.11 gi. All Kumeces
\^('re Found in pine-oak woodland imder
rocks within 20 m of a |)ermanent stream,

elevation 1.1-3 3 m. It is of interest to note

(hat in this area there had been no ap])re-

ciable rainfall since October 1973, and
most decidous vegetation was devoid of

lea\es. Despite |he apparent lack of mois-

lure. /''u/ncccs h. 'mdiihitus was capable of

reprochu ing. perliaps o\\ing to its ovo^'i-

\iparous nature.

(h'ophis ididsciw flartweg. One female
from l-\ km S1-: Autlan. Jalisco (TCWC
l'79l-8), collected on 17 May 1974, eleva-

tion 1,1'33 m. J1hs apparently is but the

Fifth known sj)ecimen oF this species and
the stMond from th(> slate of Jalisco.

Downs (1967) rej)ortecl on three speci-

mens From tli(> ty])e locality at Uruapan,
\lichoa(an; Dixon (19()8i reported one
spcH imen From Ne\,ido de Colima some
FS km 'o [he !'.. Our s[)ecimcMi has 15

nll..,^,.. P.iiiiM,,.,. Xcw Jci>ey nS2-IU^
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scale rows; 146 ventrals; 41 caiidnls; + 1

temporals; 6 supralabials; 6 infralabials;

1 loreal; 1 postocular; no preocular, and

10/10 maxillary teeth. The first pair of

chin shields is twice the length of the

second }:)air; sujiraocular distinct, larger

than loreal; internasals (H^ided and dis-

tinct. The dorsum and tail are dark gray

with blackish crossbands (40 on the body,

13 on tail) which do not extend across

the venter; anterior crossbands 2-3 scale

rows wide and bordered on the anterior

and posterior by white-edged scales, pos-

terior crossbands 1 scale row wide and
highly irregular, frequently broken later-

ally and dorsally; head distinct from neck;

color of rostral and ])renasals similar to

adjacent scales; eye twice into snout

length; ^'enter greenish white in life,

heavily spotted with black. The total

length is 236 mm, and the tail is 45 nnn.

This specimen has fewer Aentrals than

reported by Downs (1967) and Dixon
(1968). Habitat was as described for

Eumeces brevirostris indul>itus above.

The authors are indebted to Dr. An-
tonio Landazuri Ortiz, Director General

de Fauna Silvestre of Mexico, for pro-

Aiding the necessary collecting ])ermits.

We also tlijuik Drs. Wilmer W. Tanner
,iM(l Idlni W. Wright for loan of speci-

mens in llieir care, and are grateful to

Plnli[) I. M(Mlica for his untiring assis-

tance in the field.
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