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that heritage shows to best advantage in various forms of per-
sonal witness to faith and experience genres in which the truth
of actual living and of quite direct confession is at least as
important as aesthetic or metaphorical truth I1 mean journals
and diaries letters sermons lyric poetry including hymns
autobiography and autobiographical fiction and increasingly
the personal essay the editors give us a fine selection of these
well edited and attractively published most of the se-
lections that I1 would have hoped to find are there besides
many valuable new discoveries the poignant humor com-
bined with unpretentious conviction in dan jones somesorne early
mormon fasttasttasifasi days give it a radiance nearly unparalleled
in frontier literature there are helpful perceptive notes and
introductions if anything too brief to the genre sections
and one of those introductions has an important insight that
particularly interests me here as the church finds itself
increasingly at odds with the moral values of the encroaching
world the personal essay will undoubtedly assume a larger role
as a vehicle for the expression of the values of a people as
manifest in the individual life of a sensitive writer I1 hope the
editors are right because for our time and for the widest pos-
sible appreciation by readers and participation by writers I1 be-
lieve the personal essay is the form that best suits the particular
needs and possibilities of a literature for a believing people
the editors give us some good examples and encouragement

because the editors recognize that their work is tentative
and growing and open to change and improvement I1 can t
resist making a few suggestions perhaps for the second edi-
tion this first edition which every literate latter day saint
should obtain for a source of delight and encouragement of
emotional sensitivity and moral and spiritual strength should
certainly sell out completely 25000 right at BYU I1 would
hope I1 suspect a better selection of letters could be made
from our rich resources especially from the twentieth century
and that journals and diaries from and history about the mod-
ern increasingly worldwide church could be included the
whole volume tends to focus too much on the nineteenth cen
ury and to reflect the utah church syndrome I1 missed some
of our finest lyrics clinton larson s to a dying girl from
the lord of experience karl keller s manti temple BYU
studies autumn 1959 and sylvia ruths for our consum-
mate passover dialogue spring 1968 and two of our
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finest pieces of autobiographical fiction wayne carver s A
child s christmas in utah carleton miscellany december
1965 and carole hansen s the death of a son dialogue
autumn 1967 it would have been good to see particularly
examples that could be found that are literature rather than
mere theology because the style and tone make them into mov-
ing expressions of personal faith one of lowell bennion s
fine essays of practical theology or one of sterling mcmurrin s
or george boyd s fine pieces of theoretical theology and
there should have been room for an example from the sermons
of elder hugh B brown with his unique combination of in-
tellectualtel lectual and literary with spiritual power and from president
spencer W kimball with his unique vigor and imagery and
from president marion G romney with his uniquely personal
and moving power to witness concerning christ finally I1

guess I1 just don t understand what principles of selection would
lead the editors to include may swenson yes she is thetiietile most
prestigious writer with a mormon background and did in fact
come from utah but she is fully expatriated and her writing
and vision seem to havellave nothing at all to do with a believing
people and yet exclude wallace stegner yes he is not a
mormon and thinks our theology only a powerful myth but
lie has adopted mormon country as his own and liashasilas written
with deep empathy and more skillfully and movingly than any-
one else in the twentieth century about our pioneer experience
eg ordeal by handcart colliers 6 july 195611956 nor can
I1 in conscience avoid mentioning the outrageous critical slip
of giving over ten percent of the book 56 pages to a decid-
edly inferior drama and they shall be gathered by martin
kelly while allowing us only four pages of what is probably
our best piece of mormon literature to date maureen whip-
pie

whip-
ple s the glantgiantgiani joshua

however A believing people is as the editors hoped a
good beginning and I1 urge everyone within earshot you
and all the friends relatives colleagues or fellow saints you
can influence to buy a copy and to communicate reactions to
each other and to the editors I1 also urge you to support the
work of mormon writers both those included in this volume
and others by buying and responding to their work and the
publications in which they appear literature is important and
valuable though I1 have been at some pains to remind us of
what is more valuable and we have now a community large
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and self conscious enough to support our own literary tra-
ditions 3555353.5 million people over 2 million englengienglishish speaking
certainly larger than shakespeare s or milton s audience with-
out worrying at all about modern literary fashions our need
is mainly to encourage the talent we have and keep it in good
perspective by building a supportive literary community in the
church of both writers and readers speakers and hearers to
do this we must explore our heritage and articulate principles
of criticism appropriate to that unique heritage and its modern
possibilities and especially must we build religious unity in
that community we must be less rather than more as has
sometimes been the case willing than our gentile friends to
excommunicate verbally or inin our hearts the too orthodox or
the too unorthodox the apparent egghead or the philis-
tine among us we must cultivate both a christlikechrist like love of
truth and a christlikechrist like humility and tolerance of those brothers
and sisters who see some things differently from ourselves we
should not expect the church to directly foster such a com-
munity nor even inin any decided way to foster good literature
its primary function is to help us with our primary task that
of using true principles to learn to love the lord and thus each
other and the church knows even if we sometimes forget
that despite shelley and matthew arnold and even T S eliot
literature is not a substitute for religion

great literature has helped prepare me to be more sens-
itive to certain spiritual experiences and it has helped me see
and especially to feel some important truths and I1 amarn grate-
ful but conversations with my pioneer grandmotherc have
done the same and so have manylanyn good pieces of good mormon
literature fromfroni A believing people and these things largely
because of their power to convey lived not merely imagined
religion have also strengthened my faith for which I1 am
much more grateful
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