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About the Contributors

Mark I. Choate, Ph.D., is currently a faculty member of the BYU History Department. He began his under­
graduate studies at the University of Oklahoma, and received his B.A. magna cum laude, M.A., M.Phil., and
Ph.D. in history from Yale. Mark's dissertation on Italian colonialism and migration was awarded Yale's Hans
Gatzke Prize for an outstanding dissertation in European history, and he is currently working on revising it into
a book. A paper he presented in August 2001 at the International Conference of Historical Geographers in
Quebec was awarded the Andrew Hill Clark Prize by the American Academy of Geographers, Historical
Geography Specialty Group, for the best conference paper written at the doctoral level. Mark presented a paper
at the AHA Annual Meeting in January 2002, and will return to the AHA Meeting in 2003 to present a paper in
the Italian Historical Society panel. He also has an article forthcoming in the journal Modern Italy Professor
Choate teaches courses in the history of Europe since 1914, modem Italy, fascism, colonialism, migration, and
world civilizations since 1500.

Keith A. Erekson, M.A., is currently a Ph.D. candidate at Indiana University, where he is studying American
history. He received an M.A. in history from Brigham Young University. He has contributed to BYU Studies and
Mormon Historical Studies, and is the author of Teaching Family History: A Resource Guidefor Family History
Teachers.

Gerald M. Haslam, Ph.D., AG, is the Coordinator for Family History at Brigham Young University and
Associate Director of the Center for Family History and Genealogy (CFHG) there. His NFS Grundtvig's
Faedrenearv (1783-1815), University of Aarhus, Denmark: Faculty of Theology, 1998, pp. 425, is an in-depth
comparison of the theology of the famous "folk churchman" and Danish patriot Grundtvig with that ofhis father,
likewise a Lutheran minister.

George R. Ryskamp, J.D., AG, is an Associate Professor of History at Brigham Young University and
Accredited Genealogist, specializing in Spanish-language research and United States probate and legal systems.
He is the author of numerous books and articles, former Coeditor of the Genealogical Journal and a regular
lecturer at national and international conferences.

Kip Sperry, CG, CGI, AG, FASG, FNGS, FUGA, is an Associate Professor of Church History and Doctrine
(family history), Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. He is a contributing editor to National Genealogical
Society Quarterly and The American Genealogist. He is the author of numerous books and of an online geneal­
ogy column, "Kip's Tips".

Richard E. Turley Jr. is the managing director of the Family and Church History Department of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and president of the Genealogical Society of Utah. At Brigham Young
University, he serves on the Family History Coordinating Council and on the Executive Committee of the Joseph
Fielding Smith Institute for Latter-day Saint History.
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