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Detail of a portrait by Herbert Cole (ca. 1920) 

in L. Tom Perry Special Collections 
Daguerreotype of Alcott at age 25 





























First published book: 

Flower Fables, 1855. 



First published book: 

Flower Fables, 1855. 

•Issued in time for Christmas 1854 

•Dedicated to 15-year-old 

 Ellen Emerson 

•Edition of 1600 

•Priced at 62 - 75 cents 

•Louisa received around $32 

•Financed by employer,  

 Miss Wealthy Stevens 





Moods, 1865 

•Written during 1860-1861 

•Plot involves love triangle; many  

  characters based on members of the 

  Transcendentalist circle 

•Rewritten several times, but never to  

   Alcott’s satisfaction – publisher asked  

   her to cut it 



Anna Alcott at age 27 John Pratt, Anna’s husband 



Magazine Stories 













Little Women, 1868 

• Written in only 10 weeks 

• Edition of 2,000 copies 

• Published at same time as 

Bronson Alcott’s Tablets (1,000 

copies) 

• Issued in September, sold out by 

late October.  Another 4,500 

copies issued by December.  

London edition issued in 

December. 

• Asked to write second volume.  

Alcott tried to write a chapter a 

day for a whole month 

• Vol. 2 published April 1869, sold 

13,000 copies in the first two 

weeks 











Portrait of May Alcott as a teenager 





Photograph of May’s daughter, Lulu Niereker, 

as a young child, 1880’s 
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